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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF

BATES FINANCIAL CORP.

ARTICLE 1. NAME
The name of the corporation shall be Bates Financial Corp.
ARTICLE l. DURATION
This corporation shall exist perpetually.
ARTICLE 1Il. PURPOSE
This corporation is organized for the following purposes: to create, publish, manufacture,
purcllase, or otherwise acquire, and to own, morlgage, pledge, seu, assign, transfer or otherwise
rlispose oF, and to invest in, trade in, deal in and with pul)licationa, gocv(ls, wares, mercl)auclise, real
and pcrsonal property, and gervices, of every clnsa, Izin(l, and description for the purpose of

transacting any or all legal business; proviclecl however, that this corporation is not to conduct a

l)an]aing, safe deposit, trust, insurance, surety, express, railroad, canal, telegrapll, teleplmne or

cemctery company, a Luilcling and loan association, mutual fire insurance association, cooperative
association, fraternal benefit society, state fair or exposition,

This corporation is authorized to issuc seven thousand five hundred (7,500) shares of

common stock which shall be designated "Common Shares".
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The name of the initial registered agent of this corporation is J. GEOFFREY
PFLUGNER. The street and mailing address of the initial registered agent is c/o Icard-Merrill,
2033 Main Street, Suite 101, Sarasota, Florida 34237. The telephone number of the initial
registered agent is (941) 366-5707.
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The initial principal office of the corporation shall be 2033 Main Street, Suite 101,
Sarasota, Florida 34237. The corporation may change its principal address from time to time as
permitted by law.

G AD QORA’

The initial mailing address of the corporation shall be 2033 Main Street, Suite 101,
Sarasota, Florida 34237. The corporation may change its mailing address from time to time as
permitted by law.

ARTICLE VIIL_INITIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
This corporation shall initially have one (1) Director. The number of Directors may be either

increased or decreased from time to time, but in accordance with the corporate By-Laws, shall never

be less than one. The name and address of the initial Directors of this corporation are:

NAME(S) ADDRESS

Jo]m B. Cravens 8451 North Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34243




ARTICLE IX. INCORPORATOR

The name and address of the person signing these Articles is: J. Geoffrey Pflugner, /o Icard-

Merrill, 2033 Main Street, Suite 101, Sarasota, Florida 34237.
ARTICLE X, RESTRICTION ON TRANSFER OF SHARES

Any and all of the stockholders of this corporation may from time to time enter into such
agreements as may seem expedient to them, relating to the shares of stock held by them, and limiting
the transferability thereof. If any agreement is entered into and executed l:y each of the stockholders
any and all transfers of shares shall be made in accordance with the terms of said agreement. The
By-Laws of this corporation may likewise include specific provisions allowing the entering of such
agreements or may set forth specific restrictions on transferabi]ity of shares.

ARTICLE X1. TRANSACTION WITH INTERESTED
ECTORS OR OF

In the absence of Eraud, no coniract or other transaction between this corporation and any
other corporation or any individual or firm shall be in any way affected or invalidated by the fact that
any of the Directors or Officers of this corporation are interested in such contract or transaction,
provided that such interest shall be fully disclosed or otherwise known to the Board of Directors in

the meeting of such Board at which meeting such contract or transaction is authorized or confirmed,

and prm'idcd, lmwcvcr, that any such Dircctors of this corporation who are so intercsted may he

counted in determining the existence of a quorum at any meeting of the Board of Directors of this

carporation which shall authorize or confirm such contract or transaction, and any such Director




may vote thereon to authorize any such contract or transaction with like force and effect as if such
Director were not a Director or Officer of the other corporation or not so interested.
ARTICLE XII. REPLACING STOCK CERTIFICATES
The Board of Directors, may, l)y resolution, pmvide for the issuance of stack certificates to

rep]ace lost or destroyed certificales.
ARTICLE XUL AMENDMENT
These Articles of Incorporation may be amended in any manner prov-icled by faw.
ARTICLE XTV. INDEMNIFICATION

All officers and directors shall be indemnified lny the corporation to the fullest extent
pennitte& }Jy law against all expenses and liabilities, including attomeys' fees, reasonably incurred in
connection with any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or procceding or settlement thereof
in which they may become involved as a party or otherwise ]Jy reason of holcling such office. The
corporation may purcllase and maintain insurance on behalf of all officers and directors against any
liability asserted against them or incurred ]Jy them in their capacity as officers and directors or arising
out of their status as such.
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The date of commencement of this corporation shall be the date of filing these Articles of

Incorporation with the Department of State, State of Florida,




IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned

scriber has executed these Articles of
Incorporation this ﬁ(’:\‘(ﬁ' day of September, 1

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF SARASOTA

Before me, a Notary Public authorized to take acknowledgments in the state and county set
forth above, persona“y appeared J. GEOFFREY PFLUGNER, who is personally known to me and

is known By me to be the person who executed the foregoing Atticles of Incorporation, and she
aclznowler]gecl before me that she executed those Articles of Incorporation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal, in
the state and county last aforesaid this

day of September, 1997.

 Tinble” D~ orma)
NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires: TAMBLA D. TOMS

Notary Public, State of Florida
My Comm. Expires April 19, 1998

No. CC 376639

ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTERED AGENT

Bonded Thiy ®fftela! Notusy Serxice

Having been named to the position of registered agent, to accept service of process for
Bates Financial Corp. at the place designated in this certificate, [ hereby agree to act in this

capacity, and I further agree to comp]y with the provisions of all statutes relative toﬂgprqngr and
P |
'l::“;'_ "N
complcte performnnce of my duties. =T
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