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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
THE CONSTITUTION SOCIETY, INC.

The undersigned incorporator, for the purpose of forming a
corporation under the Florida Not for profit Corporation act,
hereby adopts the following Articles of Incorporation:
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1. The name of the Corporation shall be: {i;f; gi‘
s
THE CONSTITUTION SOQOCIETY, INC. %%C*

ARTICLE IT
PRINCIPAIL OFFICE

11122 137th Street N.
Largo, Florida 33774-4135

ARTICLE TIX
PURPOSES

Section 1. The Constitution Society, Inc. is a non-partisan, non-
profit organization of citizens dedicated to the following:

a. The promotion of the principles and values of the United
States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Florida
through educational programs.

b. To assist and encourage the school systems in the State
of Florida to promote the United States Constitution and the
Constitution of the State of Florida, through the publishing and
distribution of these documents.

c. The promotion of pride in Country, State and community
through essay contests and other means offered to all high school
students in the State of Florida. Awarding of scholarships will
require the student to be actively enrolled in a school of higher
learning before the scholarship is paid. No scholarship will be
denied because of race, religion or gender. '

d. - The promotion of public awareness of the United States
Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Florida by
supporting the erection of and or the maintenance of monuments to
the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State
of Florida.
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ARTICLE IV —
INITIAL REGISTERED AGENT

Joseph Triolo .
15107 Maderia Way
Maderia Beach, Florida 33708

ARTICLE V
PROHIBITIONS

Section 1. Will not endorse any political campaign on behalf of
or in opposition to any political candidate for public office.

Section 2. Will not engage in any form of lobbying, or publish or
distribution of statements in behalf of any candidate. -

ARTICLE VI
PERIOD OF EXISTENCE

The period of existence of this corporation shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE VIT
MEMBERSEIP

Section 1. Membership in this corporation shall be by invitation
or by the nomination by a member in good standing. The nominee
must be approved by the membership committee and voted on and
approved by a simple majority of. those present at the next
meeting. Membership will not be based on race, religion or gender.

Section 2. Duration of membership - All memberships shall be of
one-year duration and shall be renewed annually in order to be
eligible for-any benefits of membership. The date of membership
shall begin on the date of the contribution.

ARTICLE VIII
MEETINGS

Section 1. The Annual Meeting and election of officers shall be
held each year in January, the time, date and place shall be
determined by the Executiwve Board.
a. The Secretary shall cause to be mailed to every member
in good standing at his address as it appears in the
membership roll in this organization a notice telling the
time and place of such annual meeting.
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Section 2. Regular meetings of thls organization shall be held as
deemed by the President.

Section 3. Special meetings of this corporation may be called by
the president when he deems it for the best interest of the
corporation. Notices of such meeting shall be mailed to all
members at their addresses as they appear in the membership roll
bock at least 10 days before the scheduled date set for such
special meeting. Such notice shall State the reasons that such
meeting has been called, the business to be transacted at such
meeting and by whom it was called. At the request of a simple
majority of the Executive Board or a simple majority of the
members of the corporation, the President shall cause a special
meeting to be called, but such request must be made in writing at
least 15 days before the reguested scheduled date. No other
business but that specified in the notice may be transacted at
such special meeting without a majority consent of those present
at such meeting. .

Section 4. A quorum will be constituted by those members present,
excluding the members of the Executlive Board, as defined in
Article IX, Section 1. :

Section 5. The parliamentary rules as stated in "Roberts' Rules of
Order" shall govern all proceedings and deliberations of the
corporation.

ARTICLE IX
VOTING

Section 1. At all meetings, except for the election of Officers
and the Executive Board, all votes shall be by voice. For election
of officers, ballots shall be provided and there shall not appear
any place on such ballot that might tend to indicate the person
who cast such ballot.

Section 2. At any regular or special meeting, if a majority so
requires, any gquestion may be voted upon in the manner and style
provided for election of Officers and the Board. At all votes by
ballot the chairman of such meeting shall, prior to the
commencement of balloting, appoint a committee of three who shall
act as "Inspectors of Election" and who shall, at the conclusion
of such balloting, certify in writing to the Chairman the results
and the certified copy shall be physically affixed in the minute
book to the minutes of that meeting. :

Section 3. No inspector of election shall be a candidate for
office.



ARTICLE X
ORDER OF BUSINESS

1. Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America.

2. Roll Call of Officers.

3. Treasurer's Report

4. Reading of the Minutes of the preceding meeting.

5. Reports of Committees. :

6. Reports of Officers.

7. 0ld and Unfinished Business.

8. New Business.

9. Adjournment.

ARTICLE XT
OFFICERS

Section 1. The Officers of this organization shall be as follows:

Thomas R. McKecon, President
11122 137th Street N.
Largo, Florida 33774-4135

Curtis Holmes, Vice President
2198 Rent Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33764

Joseph Triolo, Secretary
6388 Hampton Drive N.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710

Michael Mattia, Treasurer
688 Hidden Lake Drive
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34698

Section 2. The terms of office of the Officers of this
organization shall be for one (1) year. The election of Officers
shall be at the annual Meeting in January. In referring to
officers herein, the masculine shall be used but shall also mean
to refer to the feminine, when applicable.




ARTICLE XII
DUTIIES OF OFFICERS

Officers shall by virtue of their office be members of the Board
of Directors.

l.President: The President shall preside at all membership
meetings. He shall preside over all meetings of the corporation

and of the Board of Directors.
a. He shall present an Annual Report to the membershlp at the
Annual Meeting in January.

b. He shall appoint all committees, temporary or permanent.

c. He shall see that all books, reports and certificates
required by law are properly kept or filed. He shall be one
of the officers who may sign the checks or drafts of the
corporation.

d. Regular Meetings of the corporation shall be called by
the President. The President of this corporation by virtue of
his office shall be Chairman of the .Board of Directors .

2.Vice President: The Vice President shall in the event of the

absence or inability of the President to exercise his office
become acting president of the corporation with all the rights,
privileges and powers as lf he had been the duly elected
president. :

3.8ecretary: The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records of
the corporation in appropriate books.It shall be the duty of the
Secretary to file any certificate required by any statute (Federal
or State) and be the official custodian of the records and seal of
this corporation. The Secretary shall give and serve all notices
to the members of this corporation and shall attend to all
correspondence of the corporation and exercise all duties incident
to the cffice of Secretary. The Secretary of this corporation
shall maintain the membership list of this corporation.

4.Treasurer: The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of all
monies belonging to the corporation and shall be solely
responsible for such monies or securities of the corporation. He
shall cause to be deposited, the funds of the corporation in a
regular business bank, trust company or savings bank except that
the Executive Board may cause such funds to be invested in such
investments as shall be legal for a non-profit corporation in this
state. He must be one of the officers who shall sign checks or
drafts of the organization. No special fund may be set aside that
shall make it unnecessary for the Treasurer to sign the checks
issued upon it. The Treasurer shall render at all Regular Meetings
a written account of the finances of this corporation and shall
present the report to the Secretary. The Treasurer will maintain a
list of the membership and dues paid. The Treasurer shall exercise
all duties incident to the office of Treasurer. :
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ARTICLE XIIT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Directors of this organization shall be as follows:

John Leavens
2358 Shade Tree Lane
Clearwater, FL 33759-1332

Larry Marlin
132 Lindsay Lane
Oldsmar, FL 34677

May Wong Chou
P.0.Box 2245
St.Petersburg, FL 33731-2245

Section 2. The business of this corporation shall be managed by an
Board of Directors, consisting of 3 Directors, together with the
Officers of this organization.

Section 3. The Directors to be chosen for the ensuing year shall
be chosen at the Annual Meeting of this organization in the same
manner and style as the Officers of this organization and they
shall serve for a term of two (2) years, staggered.

Section 4. The Board of Directors shall have the control and
management of the affairs and business of this corporation. The
Board of Directors shall only act in the name of the corporation
when it shall be regularly convened by the President after due
notice to all members of the Board of Directors of such meeting.

Section 5. A sifiple majority of the members of the Board of
Directors shall constitute a quorum and all meetings of the Board
of Directors will be called by the President. Each member of the
Board of Directors shall have one vote and such voting may not be
done by proxy. -

Section 6. Vacancies in the Board of Directors shall be filled by
a vote of the majority of the membership present at the next
regular meeting of the membership, for the balance of the term of
that office. '

Section 7. A Board Member may be removed when sufficient cause as
determined by the membership exists for such removal.

Section 8. The Board of Diréctors may entertain charges against
any Board Member. A Board Member may be represented by counsel
upon any removal hearing. The Board of Directors shall adopt such
rules for this hearing as it may in its discretion considered
necessary for the best interests of the corporation.



ARTICLE XIV
SALARIES

No officer or director shall for reason of his office be entitled
to receive any salary or compensation, but nothing herein shall be
construed to prevent an officer or director for receiving any
compensation from the corporation for duties other than as a
director or officer. The Board of Directors shall hire and fix the
compensation of any and all employees who they in their discretion
may determine to be necessary for the conduct of the business of
the corporation. No officer or director may be a paid employee.

ARTICLE XV
COMMITTEES

All members of standing committees of this corporation shall be
appointed by the President and their term of office shall be for a
period of one year or less, if sooner terminated by the action of
the Board of Directors.

The standing committees shall be:

Section 1. A Finance Committee composed of the Treasurer and four
other members who shall be appointed by the President promptly
after each annual meeting. It shall be the duty of this committee
to prepare a budget for- the corporation.

Section 2. A Program and Projects Committee composed of the Vice
President and four members who shall be appointed by the President
promptly after the annual meeting, whose duty it shall be to plan
the programs and any special projects of the corporation.

Section 3. An Auditing Committee of three members who shall be
appointed by the President at the annual meeting, whose duty it
shall be to audit the Treasurer's accounts at the close of the
fiscal year and to report at the next regular meeting following
the annual meeting.

Section 4. A Membership Committee of five members who shall be
appointed by the President at the annual meeting, whose duty it
shall be to interview, investigate and recommend for or against
membership. The rules and membership criteria shall be submitted
in written form by the Committee and approved by the Board of
Directors.

Section 5. Such other committees, standing or special, who shall
be appointed by the President as deemned necessary to carry on the
work of the corporation. The President and Treasurer shall be ex-—
officio member of all committees.




ARTICLE XV1I
DUES

There shall be no dues of this corporation, all monies shall be
voluntary donations.

ARTICLE XVII
INDEMNITY

The corporation shall indemnify its Officers and Directors as
follows:

Section 1. Every Officer and Director of the corporation shall be
indemnified by the corporation against all expenses and
liabilities, including counsel fees, reasonably incurred by or
imposed upon him or her in connection with any proceeding to which
he or she may be made a party, or in which he or she may become N
invelved, by reason of his or her being or having been a Board

member, Officer, or Agent of the corporation or is or was serving

at the request of the Corporation as a Board member, Qfficer, or

Agent of the Corporation, or any settlement thereof, whether or

nct he or she is a Board member, Officer, or Agent at the time

such expenses are incurred, except in such cases wherein the Board

member, Officer, or Agent is adjudged guilty of willful
misfeasance or malfeasance in the performance of duties; provided

that in the event of a settlement the indemnification herein shall -
apply only when the Executive Board approves such settlement and '
reimbursement as being for the best interests of the corporation.

Section 2. The corporation shall indemnify any person who 1s or
was a Board member, Officer, or Agent of the Corporation or is or
was serving at the request of the Corporation as Board member,
Officer, or Agent of the Corporation, against expenses of suit,
litigation or other proceedings which is specifically permissible
under applicable law.

Section 3. The Board of Directors may, in it’s discretion, direct

the purchase of liability insurance by way of lmplementlng the
provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XVIITI
ELIMINATING PERSONAL LIABILITX

Officers and the Board of Directors shall have no personal
liability to the Corporation for damages for breach of fiduciary
duty as an Officer or Board member. This provision does not
eliminate or 1imit the liability of an Officer or Board member for
acts or omissions which involve intentional misconduct, fraud or a
knowing violation of law.




ARTICLE XIX
AMENDMENTS

These By-~Laws may be altered, amended,
affirmative vote of not less than si

repealed or added to by an
members present at the Annual Meeting.

Xty (60%) percent of the
All proposed amendments to

these bylaws must be presented to the

days prior to the annual meeting.

membership in writing 30

ARTICLE XX
DISSOLUTION
Upon dissolution of this Corporation, the assets shall be
distributed to The Heritage Foundation and
does not exist then to the State of Florida Ed

if that organization
ucation Fund.

ARTICLE XXI
INCORPORATOR

Thomas R. McKeon

11122 137th Street N.
Largo, Florida 33774-4135

Thomas R. McKeonh

October 15, 1999

Having been pamed as registered agent and to accept service of process for the

above stated corporation at the place designated in this certificate. T hereby
accept the appointment as registered agent and agree to act ip this ca

I further agree to comply with the provisions of all statutes relatin

pacity.

g to the

proper~and complete performance of my duties, and I am familiar with and
accept the obligations of my position as registered agent.
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