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Dear Sir or Madany:

The pole bean growers in the siate of Florida have agreed w the Tormation ol a
coonperative associntion under the provisions of Chapter 618, Floridn Stututes.

I have enclosed the original and one copy of the Articles of Incorporation ol the
Pole Bean Growers Exchunge, Inc. that the five incorporating directors have properly
signed and notarized, nlong with u cheek for $140.00 to cover filing fees and a return
certified copy of the Articles of [ncorporation.

1 have also enclosed a signed Certificate that the registered agent for the Pole
Bean Growers Exchange is Reginald L. Brown located at 4401 East Colonial Drive,
Orlando, Florida 32803,

Please expedite certification as growers are anxious to complete the organizational
process,

RLB/jld

Enclosure




ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION . c

POLE BEAN GROWERS EXCHANGE, INCORPORATED

We, the undersigned., all of whom are growers ol pole benns ad UL 8. citlzens, engaped
in the production of agriculwral products, do hereby voluntarlly associate ourselves together for
the purpose of forming u nonprofit cooperative marketing assoclation, without capital stock,
ander the provisions of Chapter 618, Florida Statutes, relating o Agricultural Cooperntive

Marketing Associations, and do hereby subseribe to the following Articles of Incarparation as the

ineorporators:

Article {
e
The name of the association shall be the Pole Bean Growers Exchange, Incorporated,

hereinafier referred to as the "Exchange.”

rticle 11
Purposes
The Exchange is formed for the following purposes:
() Of engaging in any cooperative activity in connection with the producing, marketing
or selling of agricultural products for ils members.
(b To market for its members any and all agricultural products.
(c) To promote. encourage, foster, facilitate and insure the economical, orderly and
efficient production, distribution and sale of agricultural products.
(d) To collect and disseminate information on the production, harvesting. sale and
distribution of agricultural products.

(¢) To secure uniformity in sales practices and accounting methods.




() To record all transactions and conditions atfecting sales,

(T stimulute the denud and confidence of pucehnsers, ss well as o promote
Lrmony amd goud will ameng buyers, constmers and other allicd interests.

() Toengage in public relatlons activitdes and to sdvertise and promate any agricultural
product of its members that will be benelicial to the members affecied.

(h To promote the marketing and distributlon of the agricultural products of its members
st 18 10 obtain prices that are fuir to consumers, as well as producets, bised upon crop and market
canditlons,

() To advance the mutunt interest of its members.

(k) Tu be the sole agent for its members in al) matters concerning the marketing of their
agricultural products and to exercise such powers in any capacity and on any cooperative basis
upon which agreement may be reached.

(I) ‘To engage in the financing of any of the above enumerated activities, and to perform
or furnish business or educational seevices on a cooperative basis for its members engaged in

agriculture as bona fide producers of agricultural products,

Article Ill
Powers; Limitations

Section 1. Powers. This Exchange shall have the following powers:

(1) To borrow money without limitation as to amount of corporate indebtedness or
liability; and to give a lien on any of its property as security therefor in any manner
permitied by law.

(b) To acl as the agent or representative of its members in any of the activities mentioned
i Article [[ hereof.

{c) To buy, lease, hold. and exercise all privileges of ownership over such real or

personal property as may be necessary or convenient for the conduct and operation of the




husiness of the Yxchange, or incidental thereto

(W) To dew, muke, nceept, endorse, guaraniee, execute nnd Isste promissory notes, bills of
exehinge. drafis, warrws, certificates and all kKinds of obligatons and negatiable or transferable
mstraments for any puepose tat is deemed 1o further the objects for which this Exchange 1s
formed aid to give a lien on any of its property as security therefor,

(©) To acquire, own, aml devetop any interest in patents, trademarks, and copyriglts
conneeted with or incidental o the business ol the Exchange.

(1) To cooperate with other similar associations for any of the purposes lor which this
exchange is formed.

(1) To have and exercise, in sddition to the foregoing, #ll powers, privileges and rights
conferred on ordinary corporations and cooperative marketing associntions by the laws of this
State and all powers and rights incidental or conducive to carrying out the purposes for
which this Exchange is formed, except such as are inconsistent with the express provisions of the
act under which this Exchange is incorporated, and to do any such thing anywhere: and the
enumeration of the foregoing powers shall not be held to limit or restrict in any manner the
general powers which may by law be possessed by this Exchange, all of which are hereby
expressly claimed.

Section 2. Limitations. This Exchange shall not market the products of non-members.

Article 1V
Place of Principal Office

The Exchange shall have its principal office in the City of Orlando, County of Orange,

State of Florida, 4401 E. Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida 32814, or any other city the Board of

Directors may designate.




Article ¥

Perivl ol Dutitlon

The Exchange shall have perpetunl existence.

Auticle Y1
1jrectors
The number of directors of the Tixchange shisll be not less than three (3) or such larger
number as may be provided for in the Bylaws. ‘The nasies and addresses ol those who are to
serve as incorporating directers urtil the first annunl meeting of the members or untl their

steeessors are eleeted and quadified in accordance with the Bylwws are:

LD, Rhodes, Jr. Robert K, Amies
Larry Dupagin Wayne Hediger

Jelfrey 1D, Sanders

rticle VIl

Membership
This Exchange shall not have any capital stock, but shall admit applicants to membership in the
Exchange upon such uniform conditions as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors of the
Exchange, or in its Bylaws. This Exchange shall be operated on a nonprofit, cooperative basis
for the mutual benefit of its members as producers, and membership in the Exchange shall be
restricted to producers who shall patronize the Exchange. The voting rights of the members of
the Exchange shall be equal and no member shall have more than one vote. The property rights
and interests of each member in the Exchange shall be unequal; and they shall be determined and
fixed in the proportion that the patronage of each member shall bear to the total patronage of all
the members with the Exchange, but in determining property rights and interests all amounts

allocated to each patron or evidenced by certificales of any kind shall be excluded, and. upon




dissalution, the equity tnterests of members shadl be determined us provided o the Bylaws. New
members admitied o ewbership shall be entitled o shire i the property of the LExchange
accorduance with the toregoing genersl rile.

Artiete YIU

aupplementsl Lowees
b aieldiclon to the powers aond sisthority provided for in the Torepoing Articles, this

LExchange stnll have each and every power authorized by the laws of Florida, st shill be
authorized to do any act oot inconsistent with the purposes, limitations and vestrictions of Chapier
618, Florida Statutes.

Ancle 1

DBylaws

Section 1. Bylaws. This Exchange shall adopt {or its government and management 4

code of bylaws not inconsistent with the powers granted by Chapter 618, Florida Statutes. The
initial code of bylaws shall be subscribed by all of the subscribing incorporators, and adopled at a
meeting of the members by a majority vote of a quorum of the members attending a meeting, of
which notice of the said initial code of by-laws shall have been given.

Section 2. Amendments to Bylaws, Said code of by-laws may be amended only by a
majority volte of a quorum of the members attending a meeting of which notice of the propoesed
amendment shall hiave been given; but no notice of any proposed amendment of or Lo the Bylaws
shall be given nor submitted to a meeting of the members until after first being approved by all of
the Directors.

Article X
Amendments to Articles of Incorporation

The Articles of Incorporation may be altered or amended at any regular meeting or any

special meeting called for the purpose.  An amendment must first be approved by all of the

Directors and then adopted by a vote representing a majority of a quorum of the members
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STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF [t
Betore me, 1 Notiary Pubslic within and Tor said County ad Stite, on this A day of (f.é:_juw '

o 190 personally appeared fhe nbove persons. known 10 me o be one of the individuils whe

subseribed (o mid executed the above and Toregoing artictes, und he acknowledged 10 me that he
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Notary Public
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CHRTIFICATE DESIGNATING REGISTERED AGENTLOR -
THESERYICE QU PROCESS WITHUN CHE STATIE

Pursuant 1o the Florlda General Carporation Act, the followlng is submitted, in
compliance with suld Act:

Pole Bean Growers Exchange Incorporated desiring to organize as a corporation under
the laws of the State of Florida with its registered office at 4401 Bast Colontal Drive, Orlando,
Florida, 32814, has named Reginudd L. Brown {ocated st the above registered office as its

Registered Agent to neeept service of process within this staie.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
Having been named to accept serviee of process for the above stited corporation, at the
place designated in this Certificate, T hereby agree to act in this capacity, and further agree 10

comply with the pravisions of said Act relative to keeping open said office.

rinald L. Brown

Registered Agent

Dalcz/@éé




