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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
O
MONROFE COUNTY CITIZENS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT, INC,

The undersigned by these Articles nssociate themselves for the purpose of forming a
corporation not for profit under Chapter 617 FLASTAT. und certify as follows:

ARTICLE |
NAMIE
‘The name of this corporntion ("Corporation”) is; MONROE COUNTY CITIZENS FOR

BETTER GOVERNMENT, INC.
g |

Il apy

RS v Y

ARTICLE 11 b 2R
PURPOSES Do o
,"-F;‘l.'.' wy F__"
‘The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are; {'f"s;}; v M
e T I o
Stite of

£ . -:."’"1

To promole better governtnent in Monroe County, Florida in particular, anﬁflﬁé
57

Florida in general, including undertaking such nctivities as will foster better government.
To promote the common interests of all citizens and property owners in Monroc County,

Florida, -
To promote the standards of ethical conduct in government,
To encourage and foster cthical, honest and fair conduct on the part of elected and

appointed officials and to advocate the legal and fair treatment by all fevels of government of the

citizens of Monroe County,
To disseminate information and promote knowledge about proposed laws, rules and

policies affecting the citizens of Monroe County, Florida.
To protect and preserve the rights guaranteed to all citizens by the Constitution of the

State of Florida and the Constitution of the United States of America.




To engage in any other legal related nctivities ns may be {n the best laterest of the
corporation and ity membership,

In furtherance ol the foregoing, the corporntion shall be authorizel to:

(n) Receive nuslstance, money (08 grants or otherwise), real or personal property and
any other tor of contributon, gy, bequest or devise from any person, firm or ¢orporation, 1o be
utilized in the furtherance of the objects for contributions to the Corporation for its objects anl
purposcs, provided however, that gifts shall be subject to acceptance by the Bonrd of Directors
as required by law,

(b) To esiablish an office and employ such assistants and clerical force as may be
necessary and proper in the judgment of the Board of Directors, and pay reasonable compensation
for the services of such persons,

(c) To distribute, in the manner, form and method, and by the means determined by
the Board of Dircctors of this Corporation, any and all forms of contributions received by it in
carrying out the programs of the Corporation in furtherance of its states purposes. Money and
real or personal property contribuled to the Corporation in the furtherance of these objects and
purposes are and shall continue to be impressed with a trust for such purposes.

(d) To invest and reinvest surplus funds in such securities and properties as the Board
of Directors may from time to time determine.

{c) To purchase, acquire, own, hold, guarantee, sell, assign, transfer, mortgage, pledge,
loan or otherwise dispose of and deal in any bonds, securitics, evidence of indebtedness or other

personal property, as well as to purchase, acquire, own, hold, sell, transfer, mortgage, or




otherwise dispase of and deal in rend estnle; and, ns the owner of any such real or personal

praperty, to exeretse all the rights, powers and privileges of ownership

(N To contrael and be contencted with, and to sue and be sued.

(%) T'o ndopt and use o Corporntion seal containing the wordy "corporation nol for
profit”, if desired and deemed necessary; but, this shall not be compulsory unless required by Inw.

(h) To do all nets and things requisite, necessary, proper and desirable to enrry out and
[urther the objects for which this Corporation s formed,; nnd in general, to have alf the rights,
privileges and immunitics, and enjoy nll the benefits of the laws of the State of Florida applicable
to corporations ol this character, including but not limited to the powers described in Section
617.0302 of the Florida Statutes,

(i) All of the above and foregoing are to be construed both as objects and powers, and
it is expressly provided that the specific objects and powers enumerated herein shall not be held
to limit or restrict in any manner the gencral powers of the Corporation.

G) Each and all of the objccts, purposes and powers of the Corporation, however,
shall be exercised, construed and limited in their application to accomplish the purposes for which
this Corporation is formed.

(k) The activities of the corporation shall be consistent with Section 501(c)(3) of the

Internal Revenue Code.

ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP

A. Membership in the Corporation shall be open to anyone over the age of 18 years

who qualifies by being approved by a majority of the Board of Directors and who has a bona fide



interest in the purposes aml objectives of the Corpormtion.  "Bona fide interest” shatl be
determined by the Board of Directors.

. The Bylaws shall preseribe the manner of admission and duration of membership

in the Corporation,

ARTICLE 1V
TERM OF EXISTENCE

This Corporntion shall have perpelual existence.
ARTICLE ¥V
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

A. The alfairs and business of the Corporntion shall be administered by a Board of
Directors consisting of not less than Three (3) nor more than Five (5) members and such

additional ex officio members as herein designated. The Bylaws shall prescribe the number and

manner of election of the members of the Board of Directors and their respective terms of office.
The Board of Directors shall be empowered to carry into exccution the policies determined by
the members of the Corporation,

B, The officers of the Corporation shall be a President, Vice President, a Secretary
and a Treasurer, all of whom shall also serve, ex officio, as members of the Board of Directors.
Except as hereinafter provided, the officers shall be elected annually by the members of the
Corporation from the body of the membership for a term of One (1) calendar year. The President

Elect shall automatically succeed to the office of the President. If the President resigns, dies or




becomes permanently unable to serve or is removed from oftice, the Vice President shall
nitomatically suceeed to the office of resident for the balance of the President's term.  Shoutd
the Board of Directors declare a vacancy In any office, such vacaney shall bo filled by a majority
vole of the Board ol Directors, The officer who would have otherwise suceeeded 1o such ofTice
shall be disqualified from voting on the vaeaney, but shall not be disqualified from secking the
nomination and clection by the members. All officers shall hold office unti! their successors are

clected and qualified.

ARTICLE VI
REGISTERID AGENT

The registered office of the Corporation is 9705 Overseas Highway, Marathon, Florida

33050 and the registered ngent of the Corporation at that address is Neta L. Sciber, Esq.

ARTICLE VII
MAILING ADDRESS

The mailing address of the Corporation is:
P.0. Box 428

Mile Marker 22.8 - U.S, Highway |
Cudjoe Key, FL 33042

PP




ARTICLE Vil
DIRECTORS' AND OFEICERS! COMPENSATION AND INDEAMNIICATION

A. Compensation. A director of'the Corporation shall not receive compensation,
directly or indirectly, for services ns a director. An officer of the Corporation shall nol receive
compensation, directly or indirectly, for services as an officer of unless employed by the Board
of Dircctors as: (1) o member of the administrative staff of' the Corporation, or (il) for
compensable services rendered In other cnpacitics.  These prohibitions shall not prectude
reimbursement of n director, officer, or duly appointed commitice member for expenses or
advances made for the Corporation that are reasonable in character and amount not for
compensnble services rendered in other capacities and approved for payment in the manner
provided by the Bylaws,

B. Indemnification.  Every dircctor and officer of the Corporation shall be
indemnified by the Corporation agninst all expenses and linbilities, including counsel fees,
reasonably incurred by or imposed in connection with nay proceeding or any settlement of any
proceeding (including any appeal thereof) to which a director or officer may be a parly or may
become involved by reason of being a director or officer at the time such expenses are incurred,
excepl when the director or officer is adjudged guilty of, or liable for, willful misfeasance or
willful malfeasance in the performance of duties; provided that in the event of a settlement before
entry of a judgment, the indemnification shall apply only when the Board of Directors approves
such settlement and reimbursement as being in the best interest of the Corperation. The
foregoing right of indemnification shall be in addition to and not exclusive of all other rights to

which such director or officer may entitled by law. Appropriate liability insurance may be




|;rnvillud for every oftieer, director and agent of the Corporation In smounty determined from
time to time by the Board of Directors of the Corporntion.

C Iutercst of Dircctors and Officers in Congracts. Any contracl, whether for
compensation or otherwise, or other transaction between the Corporalion and one or more of iis
dircetors or ufficers, or between the Corporation und one or more of its directors or officers, or
between the Corporation and any firm of which one or more of ity directors or officers are
stockholders or employees, or in which they are interested, or between the Corporation and any
corporntion or association of which one or more of lts directors or officers are shareholders,
members, directors, officers or employees, or in which they are interested, shatl be valid for all
purposes, notwithstanding the presence of such directors, officer or officers, at the meeting of the
Board ol Directors of the Corporation which acts upon or in reference to such contragt or
transaction and notwithstanding his or their participation in such action, il the fact of such interest
shall be disclosed or known in writing to the Board of Directors and the Board of Disectors shall,
nevertheless, anthorize, approve and ratify such contract or transaction by vote of majority of the
Directors present, such interested director or directors, officer or officers to be counted in
determining whether a quorum is present but not be counted in calculating the majority of such
querum necessary to carry such vote. This section shall not be construed to invalidate any
contract or other transaction which would otherwise be valid under the commen and statutory law

applicable thereto.




ARTICLE IX
NON-PROPRIETY LIMITATIONS
No part of the net eornings of the Corporation shall thare to the benefit of, or be
distributnble to, the members, directors or officers ol the Corporation, or lo any other private
person. ‘The Corporntion shall be nuthorized and empowered 1o pay reasonnble compensation for
services rendered to the Corporation and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of

the purposes ns set forth herein,

ARTICLE X
DISPOSTTION OF ASSETS

In the event of the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after
paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the Corporation, and
complying with all contractual obligntions of the Corporation, dispose of nll of the assets of the
Corporation in accordance wiil; applicable state statutes as may be determined by the Board of

Directors.

ARTICLE XI
BYLAWS AMENDMENTS

The Bylaws of the Corporation shall be made, altered, repealed or rescinded by a two-
thirds (%) vote of the regular members of the Corporation present and voting at any annual,

regelar or special meeting, but in the manner specified in the Bylaws themselves,




ARTICLE X1
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION AMENDNENTS

These Articles of [ncorporation many be amended by n two-thirds (%) vote of the regular

members present and voting at any regulnr or al any specinl meeting called for this purpose,
provided written notice of the contents of the proposed amendments shall have been majled to

the members not less than Ten (10) days in ndvanee of sueh meeting, provided a quorum as

defined by the Bylaws shall be present,

ARTICLE Xl
INCORPORATORS

The names and addresses of the persons signing these Articles are:

Wendy Sullivan John Larkin

.0, Box 428 P.0. Box 38
Summeriand Key, FL 33042 Big Pine Key, FL 33043

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Incorporators have executed these Articles of

{ &
Incorporation this /Vf day of May, 1996.

Wen iva, Incorporag

By: .
John Larkin, Incorporator

Y




STATE OF FLORIDA }
)58
COUNTY OF MONROE )

BEFORE ML, o Notary Public authorizea to take ncknowledgements in the State and
Joll

County sel forth above, personally nppeared WENDY SULLIVAN and  Larkin , well
known to me and known to be the persons who executed the foregoing Articles of Incorporation,
nnd they acknowledged before me that they executed those Articles of Incorporation, frecly and
voluntarily and did not take an oath,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my Officinl Seal in

" ] . -f‘-'

the State and County aforesnid this /Y dny of May, 1996,

D, S—
%f']’UBLIC. Sfate oféflorida
D

Ny
Sep LOoarr—

) JOSEPH P, OLEHN Printed Name

o 1) MY COMMISSION # C0202797 EXPINES
2.5 iy 19, 197
m. Ty BOHOLD THAU THGY AN INSURANCE, 115

My Commission Expires:

CERTIFICATE

Designating place of business for the service of process within Florida, nnming agent upon
whom process may be served, in compliance with Scction 48.091, FLA STAT., the following is
submitted:

FIRST: That MONROE COUNTY CITIZENS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT, INC.
desiring to organize or qualify under the laws of the State of Florida, with its principal place of
business at '.O. Box 428, Mile Marker 22.8 - U.S. Highway 1, County of Monroe, Cudjoe Key,
FL 33042 has named Neta L. Seciber, Esq.,, 9705 Overseas Highway, Marathon, County of

Monroe, State of Florida 33050 as its registered agent to accept service of process with Florida.




Dt e

: d‘
‘WW“‘”
Dy:

John Yarkin, Incorporator

Having been named to accept service of process for the above stated corporation, at the
place designated in this Certificate, ! hereby agree to act in this capacity and I further ngree to
comply with the provisions of all Statutes relntive 1o the proper and complete performance of my

dutics.

Neta L. Seiber, Esq. ™

May 15, 1996
Date




