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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION A
OF Un
SOHO MERCHANTS & RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, INC,
) : o
The underaigned incorporator, hereby makes, subscribes, acknowledges, and files with
the Secretary of State of the State of Florida these Articles of Incorporation for the purpose of

forming a corporation not for profit In accordance with the laws of the Stute of Florida,

ARTICLE ]
Name and Address
The name of thls corporation shall be:
SOHO MERCHANTS & RESIDENTY ASSOCIATION, INC.
The mailing address of thls corporation shall be 313 S. Howard Ave,, Suite 4, Tampa,
Florlda 33606, or such other nddress within the State of Florida as the Board of Directors may

from time to time designate,

ARTICLE II
Burposcs

(n) The general nature, objects, and purposes for which this corporation is exclusively
organized and operated are: (1} to foster and promote public awareness of and community and
govemmental relations within the District (as hereinafter defined) and amongst its businesses and
residents; (2) to enhance communication and ¢ivic awareness amongst the businesses and
residents of the Distriet and surrounding arcas; (3) to beautify and enhance the atreet-scape of
the District; (4) to enhance and develop a pedestrian avenue within the Distriet and (5) to
undertake any and all actions which may be necessary or desirable to accomplish the same, The
District is defined to mean that portion of South Howard Avenue South of Kennedy Boulevard
and North of Bayshore Boulevard, together with those areas located within two (2) blocks of said
portion of South Howard Avenue--all as located in the City of Tampa, Florida,

Prepared by: R. James Robbins, Jr., Eaquire
Hill, Ward & Hendsrzon, P. A.
P. O. Box 2231, Tampa PL 33801-2231
(813} 221-2500
Florida Bar Number 438593
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(b) No part of the net umlng.;. of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be
distributable to, any member, trustes, or officer of tho corporation, or any private individual
(except that reasonable compensation may be pald for scrvicey rendered to or for the corporation
affecting one or more of its purposcs), and no member, trustes, or offlcer of the corporation,
or any private Individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the corparate
assets on dissolution of the corporation. No subsiantiul part of the activitics of the corporation
shl! be the earrying on of propaganda or otharwise attempting (o Influence legislation; and the
corporation shall not participate in, or Intervene in (including the publication or distributlon of
stalements In connectlon with) any politlcal campaign on behalf of any candidate for public
office,

(0) Notwithslanding uny other provislons of (hese Aclivles of Incurporatlon, the
corporation shall not conduct or carry on any activities not permitted to be conducted or carrled
on by an organlzatlon exempt under Section $01(c)(6) of the Inlernal Revenue Code of 1986,
as ameaded (the "Code™), or the regulations promulgated thereunder, or by an organization,
contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of such Code and regulations
promulgated thercunder.

(d) In tho event of dissolutlon or final liguidation of the corporation, the residual assets
of the corporation will be distributed to one or more organizations each of which itself Is exempt
a3 an organization described in Scetion 501(c)(6) of the Code or corresponding sections of any
prior or future Internal Revenue Code, or to which contributions are deductible under Section
I70(c}(2) of the Code, or to thc Federal, state, or local government exclusively for public

purpases.

ARTICLE I
Powers
This corporation shall have aitd exercise all powers provided by the laws of the State of
Florida pertaining to corporations not for profit including, but not limited to, Chapter 617
Florida Statutes and future amendments thereto, or succeeding statutes pertaining to corporations
not for profit in the State of Florida, necessary or conven:ent lo effect any and all of the
purposes for which the corporation is organized, subject, however, to the following:

-2 -
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{R) This corporntion shall be operated exclusively for, and shall only have the power to
perform, activities exclusively within the meaning, requiroments, and affect of Seation 501(c)(6)
of the Code, ax amended heretofore or hercafler,

(b) This corpuration shall not engage in any act of "self-dealing” as defined In Section
4941(d) of the Code, ur corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax Iaws.

(¢) This corporation shall distribute Its Income for each laxable year at such tmo and
in such manner as not to hecome aubject to the wix on undistributed Income imposed by Sectlon
4942 of the Code, or corresponding provlsions of uny subsequent Federal tax laws,

(d) This corporution shall not retain any "excess business holdings” as defined in Section
4943(¢) of the Code, ar corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws,

(¢) 'This corporation shall not make any Investments in such marner as to subject it to
tax under Section 4944 of the Cade, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tux

laws.
(f) This corporation shall not make any "taxable expenditures” as defined in Scctlon

4945(d) of the Code, or corresponding provisions of any subscquent Federal tax laws,
(g) This carporation shall not engage In any prohibited transaction as defined In Section

503(b) of the Code, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws,

ARTICLE IV
Members

The members of this corporation shall consist of those persons who from time to time
are clected as the Board of Directors of the corporation in accordance with the provisions of the
bylaws of the corporation, and such other persons as may from time to time be edmitted to
membership by the Board of Directors pursuant to the provisions of this Article.

ARTICLE V

ixislen

The term for which this corporation Is to exist shall be perpetual.

-3 -
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ARTICLE VI
Incorporalor

The name and address of the lncc;rporalor to these Artloles of Incorporation arc as
follows:
Name Address
R, James Robbins, Ir. 101 B, Kennedy Boulevard

Bamett Plaza, Suite 3700
Tampa Florida 33602

ARTICLE VII
Officers and Directors
The affairs of this corporation shall bo managed by a Board of Directors who shall be
elected as provided In the bylaws and by officers who shall be electod annuaily by majority voto
of the Board of Directors. The officera thus to be elected shall be a president, a vice president,
& secretary, and @ treasurer and such other officers a3 may be provided for in the bylaws of the
corporation. Multiple offices may be held by the same person, The duties of the respective
officers and the manner of filling vacancies in the offices of the corporation shall be provided

in the bylaws.
The number of Directors and the manner of filling vacancies in the Board of Directors

shall be provided In the bylaws of the corporation. The number of Directors shall not be less
than three (3}, but may be any number in excess thereof as established by the bylaws of the

corporation,

ARTICLE Vi
Begistered Offico and Registered Agent
The street address of the corporation's initial registered office is 101 East Keanedy
Boulevard, Suite 3700 - Bamett Plaza, Tampa, Florida 33602, and the name of the corporation’s
Initial registered agent at such address is R. JAMES ROBBINS, JR. The carporation may
change its registered office or its registered agent or both by filing with the Department of State
of the Statc of Florida a statement complying with Section 607.0502, Florida Statutes,

- ede
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ARTICLR IX
Amendment of Articles of Incorporation
These Articles may be amended by resolutlon adopted by n mujorlty vote of the Board
of Directors of the corporation present at any regular or speclal meeting of tho Doard of
Directors duly called at which a quorum is present. All uctlons of the Board of Directors,
Including, but not limited to, amendments of thess Articles which are required to be taken at any

meeting may be taken by written consent s provided in Florida Statutes, as now amended, or

as the same may bo amended In the future.
IN WITNESS WHEREOQR, I have executed these Articles of Incorporation for the uses

and purposcs herein cxpressed this é" day of April, 1996,

R, Jamcﬁfhhfns. Jr.,'Incorporator

1 ERTIFICATE,

Having been named to accept service of process for the above stated corporation, 1

hereby accept appointment as its agent and agree to act in this capacity. I further agree to
comply with the provisions of all statutes ralating to the proper and complete performance of my

duties, and I am familiar with and accept the obligtions of my position as reglstered agent,

Signature
R, RUBBINS/ IR,
Date: At 18, (5%
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