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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Sundrn B, Morthum
Secrotary of State

January 29, 1996

SWEETING, HALBERT & ESSIEN, P.A,
P.0. BOX 3351
ORLANDO, FL 32802-3351

SUBJECT: BY FAITH MINISTRIES, INC.
Ref. Number: W96000002179

We have recelved your document for BY FAITH MINISTRIES, INC. and your
chock(s) totaling $122,50. Howaever, the enclosed document has not baen filad
and Is being returned for the following correction(s):

The name designated in your document is unavailable since it is the same as, or
it Is not distinguishable from the name of an existing eniItEy. Slm‘FIy adding "of
Florida" or "Florida” to the end of an entity name DOES NOT constitule a
difference, Please select a new name and make the substitution in all appropriate
laces. One or more words may be added to make the name distinguishable
rom the one prasently on file.

When the document Is resubmitted, please raturn a copy of this letter to ensure
that your document is properly handled.

If you have any questions about the availability of a particular name, please call
(904) 488-9000,

Please return your document, along with a copy of this letier, within 60 days or
your filing will be considered abandoned.

If you have any questions conceming the filing of your document, please call
(904) 487-6924.

Sharon Tala
Document Specialist Supervisor Letter Number; 196A00003805

Division of Corporations - P.Q. BOX 6327 -Tallahassee, Florida 32314




ARTICLES of INCORPORATION
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The name of this Corporntion is By Faith Ministrics, Inc,

ARTICLE 1]
Stntus

The Corporation is organized pursuant to the provisions of the General Non-profit
Corporation Law of the State Floridn and is n Corporation not for profit.

ARTICLE HI
Principal Office

The principal office for the transaction of business of this Corporation is le be located in
Doytona Beach, Volusin County, Fioridn,

ARTICLE 1V
Durntion

The duration of this Corporation shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE VY
Purposcs

The purposes for which this corporation is formed are exclusively charitable and educational
and consist of the following;

A, The specific and primary purposes are;

(1)  To raise the economic, educational and social levels of the residents
of Central Florida including Volusia, Seminole, Brevard, Flagler, St.
Johns, Putnam and Orange Counties, including members of the
minority community who are substantially unemployed,
underemployed, or whose income is below federal poverty guidelines,
to foster and promote community-wide interest and concern for the
problems of said residents to the end that (a) educational and
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cconomic opportunilies mny be expanded; (b) sickness, poverty,
erime, and environmental degradation may be lessencd; and racial
tensions, prejudice, and discrimination, cconomic and otherwise, may
be eliminnted,

(2)  To expand the opportunitics availnble to said reside and groups lo
own, manage, and operate busincss enterprises in cconomically
depressed arcas; to assist residents and groups in developing
entreprencurial and manngement skills necessary for the successful
operation of business enterprises; and to assist said residents and
groups in obtaining financial support from other sources.

(3) To expand opportunities availnble to sakl residents and groups to
obtnin ndequate low-cost housing accommodations by constructing,
rehabilitating, nnd providing decent, safe and sanitary housing for
persons and families of low-income status who otherwise would not
be able to find or aflord n suitable place to live. 1t is the purpose of
the corporation thereby to relieve the poor, distressed, underprivileged
and indigent by enabling them to secure the basic human needs of
decent shelter and 1o thus lessen the burdens of government and
promote the social welfare; to provide such housing through
rehabilitation of existing substandard buildings sand construction of
new facilitics in the place of blighted structures or blighted vacant sites
for the purpose of combating the deterioration of the community nnd
contributing to its physical improvement.

(4)  Toaid, support and assist by gifis, contributions, or otherwise, other
corporations, community chests, funds and foundations organized and
operated exclusively for charitable or educational purposes, no part of
the nct carnings of which inures to the benefit of any private
sharcholder or individual and no substantial part of the activitics of
which is for carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to
influence legislation,

(5)  Todo any and all lawful activities which may be necessary, useful or
desirable for the furtherance, accomplishment, fostering, or attaining
of the foregoing purposes, either directly or indirectly, and either
alone or in conjunction or cooperation with others, whether such
others be persons or organizations of any kind or nature, such as
corporations, firms, associations, trusts, institutions, foundations, or
governmental bureaus, department or agencies.

B. [n furtherance, but not in limitation, of the foregoing charitable and educational
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purposes, the Corporation shall be the following poswers:

(N

(2)

3

4

(%)

(©)

(7)

To solicit, callcct and receive money and other nsscts, and 1o
administer funds and contributions received by grant, gift, decd,
bequest or devise, and otherwise (o ncquire money, sccuritics,
property, rights and scrvices of every kind and description, and to
hold, invest, expend, contribute, use, sell or otherwise dispose of any
money, sccurities, property, rights or services so acquired for the
purposcs nbove mentioned.

To borrow money, and to make, nccept, endorse, execute and issuc
bonds, debentures, promissory notes, and other corporate obligations
for monics borrowed, or in payment for property acquired or for any
of the purposes of the Corporation, and to sccure payment of any such
obligation by mortgage, pledge, deed, indenture ngreement or other
instrument of trust, or by other fien upon, nssignment of or agreement
in regard 10 all or any part of the property, rights or privileges of the
Corporation,

To invest and reinvest its funds in such morigages, bonds, notes,
debentures, shares of preferred and commen stock, and any other
sccuritics of any kind whatsoever, and property, real, personal or
mixed, tangible or intangible, all as the Corporation’s Board of
Directors shall deem advisable and as may be permitted by law.

To provide advice, support, credit, funds, capital, gifts, and all other
lawful forms of assistance, financial and otherwise, to or for use in
business enterprises owned, or destined to be owned, by said residents
or groups.

To furnish management, administrative and other business ndvice,
support, training and technical assistance to said residents and groups
in order to enable them to develop necessary skills to successfully
operate business ventures.

To encourage and voluntarily assist said residents and groups to
organize, create, acquire, obtain financing for, own, manage and
operate business enterprises.

To obtain information and conduct research, studies and analysis of
the problems of said community, and prepare and publish reports, as
to any and all matters that may be of use in furthering the purposes of
this Corporation, including information, research, studies, analysis and
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(8)

®)

(10)

(1

(12)

(13)

(14)

reports as to markets, products, services, skills, sources of financing
and any nnd all other matters, '

To conduct educational and other cfforts to climinnte prejudice and
discrimination In the business, housing and financial communitics and
to foster the establishment of sound and constructive relntionships
between the busingss and financial communities and snid residents and
groups sceking opportunities in business.

To aid, support and assist by gifls, contributions, lonns, investments
and other lawful forms of assistance otlier persons or organizations
where such assistnnce will further the primary purposes of ihis
Corporation,

To conduct educational activities designed to provide instruction or
training of snid residents and groups for the purpose of improving or
developing their capabilitics, lnnguage and job skills, and the
instruction of the public on subjects useful to said residents and
groups and beneficial to the community as a whole.

To enguge in housing production and related activities in order to
improve the living conditions of said residents.

To engage in the aclivity of operating business ventures for the
purposes of providing job training, employment, services, and
managerial development opportunitics to said residents for the
charitable purpose of furthering the economic development of the
community.

To engage in any and all other activities which will directly or
indirectly improve the welfare and cconomic conditions of said
residents and groups.

To exercise all other rights and powers conferred upon corporations
formed under the General Nonprofit Corporation Law of the State of
Florida, provided, however, that the Corporation shall not engage in
any activities or exercise any powers, including those specifically
mentioned herein, that are not in furtherance of the specific and
primarily charitable and educational purposes of the Corporation,

All of the foregoing purposes and powers shall be exercised exclusively for charitable
and educational purposcs in such manner that the Corporation shall qualify as an
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
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ns it is currently and shall hereaRer be in force nnd effect.

ARTICLE VI
Restrictions

Na substantial part of the activitics of the Corporntion shall consist of the carrying on of propagandn
or otherwise aitempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or
intervene in, any political campaign of behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any
othier provisions of these Articles, the Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted
1o be carried on by a corporation exempt from federal and state income taxes under Section 501 (€)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as the same may be amended from time to time.

ARTICLE viI
Directors

The manner in which Dircctors shall be chosen and removed from oftice, their qualifications, powers,
duties, compensation, if’ any, tenure of office, the manner of filling vacancies of the Roard of
Dircclors, shall be as stated in the Bylaws of this Corporation.

The names and addresses of the initial Board of Directors of the Corporation are:

Gerald Dickens

¢/o Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A.
333 South Ridgewood Avenue
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114

Edwin Coffic

c/o Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A.
330 South Ridgewood Avenue
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114

Carol Coffic

c/o Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A.
333 South Ridgewood Avenue
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114

Frank Johnson

/o Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A. -
333 South Ridgewood Avenue

Daytona Beach, Florida 32114

James Sykes
c/o Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A.




331 South Ridgewood Avenue
Daytonn Beach, Florida 32114

ARTICLES VIII
Mecmbers

The authorized number, it any, and qualifications of members of' the Corporation, the different clsses
of memberships, if any, the property, voting and other rights and privileges of members and their
liabilitics to dues and assessments and the method of collection, and the termination and transfer of
membership, shall be as sct forth in the Bylaws,

ARTICLES IX
Corporation Management

The aflhirs of this Corporation shall be managed by the officers of the Board of Dircctors who shall
be elected at the first general meeting and clected as outlined in the Corporation Bylaws,

ARTICLES X
Registered Agent

The initial registered agent of this Corporation and his address is

Godwin J, Essicn

Sweeting, Halbert & Essien, P.A.
333 South Ridgewood Avenue
Daytonn Beach, Florida 32114

The principal office address shall be the same.
ARTICLES XI

Nature of Aclivities

The Corporation is formed solely for charitable and educational purposes. The Corporation is not
organized, nor shall it be operated for the primary purpose of generating pecuniary gain or profit, and
it will not distribute any gain, profits, or dividends to the directors, officers, or members thereof, or
to any individual, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable
compensation for services rendered and to make payment and distribution in furtherance of income
ofits specific and primary purposes. The property, assets, profits, and net income of the Corporation
are irrevocably dedicated to charitable and educational purposes, and no part of the profit or net
income of the corporation shall inurc to the benefit of any individual.

ARTICLE XI1
Winding Up and Dissolution

Upon winding up and dissolution of the Corporation, the assets of the Corporation remaining afier
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payment of, or provision for payment of, nll debts and linbilities of the Corporation, shall be
distributed to an organization and used exclusively to accomplish the primary purposes for which this
Corporation is organized. If the Corporation hokds any nsscts in trust, such asscts shall be disposcd
of'in such manner as may be directed by decree of the Circuit Court of the county in which the
Corporation's principal oflice is tocated, upon petition by the Attorncy Genernl, or by any persons
concerned in the liquidation in a proceeding to which the Attorney General is a party.

ARTICLE X111
Amendment of Articles

Amendments to these Articles of Incorporation may be proposed by a resolution adopted by the
Board of Dircctors and presented to a quorum of members for their vote,

ARTICLE XIV
Indemnification

The Corporation shall indemily each officer, director and employee (Indemnitics) from the expenses
and risks ns set forth in these Articles if' such Indemnitee has acted in good faith or in & manner which
he/shie rensonably believed to be in the best interest of the Corporation.

ARTICLE XYV
Bylaws

The Bylaws of this Corporation shall be promulgated by the Board of Dircctors and may be amended
as provided therein,

ARTICLE XVI
Transfer ol Assets Upon Dissolution

In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be turned over to one or more
organizations which themselves are exempt as organizations described in scctions 501 (c)(3) and
170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Cade of 1954 or corresponding sections of any prior or future
Internal Revenue Code, or to the Federal, State or local government for exclusive priblic purpose.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the undersigned, being persons named above as the first Dircctors,
have exccuted these Articles of Incorporation this day of February, 1996,

GODWIN J. EESIEN, INCORPORATOR




STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF VOLUSIA

known to mo and who subscribed the forcgoing Articles of Incorporation and he freely
voluntarily acknowledged before mo that he made and subscribed the foregoing for the uses

purposes thercin mentioned and set forth,

¢ ; ",
Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appenred Godwin J, Essien, pcrﬁ&l{ﬂllg N

o
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hercunto set my hand and oflicial scaf this { S th day of

February, 1996.
%
—22 (..

Notary Public VA /
My Commission Expires:
TATI OF R
HOTARY PRI T
MY CoMMIION LT,

ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTERED AGENFP"*

The undersigned having been named to accept Service of Process for the Faith Ministries,
Inc. at the place designated in Article X hereby accepts the obligntes ns Registered Agent and agrees

to comply with the provisions of Section 617,0501, Florida Statutes relative to keeping open said

GODWIN J. ESSIEN




