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ECONOMIC VENTURE ASSISTANCE CORPORATION SECALTARY OF STATE
TALLANASSEE, FLORIDA
A Plorida Not-Por-Profit Corporation

The undersigned, acting as Incorporators of a corporation
under the Florilida Buminess Corporation Act, adopts the following
Articles of Incorporation for such corporation:

ARTICLE I
CORPORATE NAME

The name of the Corporation iy ECONOMIC VENTURE ASSISTANCE
CORPORATION,

ARTICLE II
CORFORATE ADDRESS

The principle place of business and the initial mailling
addregs of the Corporation shall be:

3110 First Avenue South, Suite A-2
8t., Petersburg, FL 33713

ARTICLE IIX
DURATION

The term of existence of the corporation is perpetual.

ARTICLE IV
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC PURPOSES

The primary objective of the organization 18 to assist
business owners in the development of professional skills, and to
provlde a sourece for technical support for start-up ventures. {(See
Attachment "Exhibit 'A"" for specific implementation of programs.)

ARTICLE V
MANAGEMENT OF CORPORATE AFPFAIRS

A, Board ¢of Directors. The powers of the corporation shall
be exercised, its properties controlled, and its affairs conducted
by a Board of Directors, consisting of not less than three (3)
persons. Initially, the number of directors of the corporation
shall be three (3), provided however, that such number may be
increased or decreased in accordance with the Bylaws of the
Corporation.



The Direcctors namoed herein as the first Board of bDirectors
shall hold office until thelr successors are elected or appointed
and qualified. The manner in which the directors are elected or
appointed shall be set forth in the Bylaws.

Any action requlred or permitted to be taken by the Board of
Directors under any provision of law may be taken without a
moeting, 1f a majority of the members of the Board gshall
individually or collectivoly consent in writing to such action.
Such written consent or consents shall be filed with the minutes of
the proceedings of the Beoard, and any such action by written
consent shall have the same force and effect as 1if taken by a
majority vote of the directors. Any certiflcate or other document
filed under any provigion of law which relates to action so taken
shall state that the action was taken by written consent of the
Board of Directors without a meeting, and that the Articles of
Incorporation and the Bylaws of the corporation authorize the
directors to 8o act. Such a statement shall be prima facle
gvidence of such authority.

B. Corporate Officers. The Board of Directors shall elect
the following officers: President, Secretary and Treasurer, and
such other officers as the Bylaws of the corporation may authorize
the directors to elect from time to time.

ARTICLE VI
STOCK

The corporation shall not be authorized to issue any stock.

ARTICLE VII
EARNINGS AND ACTIVITIES OF CORPORATION

A. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall
inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its directors,
officers or other private persons, except that the corporation
shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation
for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in
furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article IV hereof.

B. No substantial part of the activities of the corporation
shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to
influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate
in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for
public office.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles,
the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not
permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal
income tax under Section 501{c) {7} of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 as amended (or the corresponding provision of any future
United States Internal Revenue Law) or (b} by a corporation,




contributions to which are deductible under Secetirn 170(¢) {2) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended (or th. corresponding
provigion of any future United States Internal Revenue Law),

D. Notwlthetanding any other provision ol theme Articles,
the corporation shall not, except to an lnsubstantial degree,
engage in any activitles or exercise any powars that are not in
furtherance of the purposes of the corporation.

ARTICLE VIII
DISTRIBUTION OF ABSETS

Upon dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors
shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all the
liabllities of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the
corporation exclugively for the purpcses of the corporation in such
manner, or to such organlzation or organizations organized and
operated exclusively for charitable, education, religlous, or
selentific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizations under Sectilon 501(ec) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as amended {or the corresponding
proviasion of any future Unilted States Internal Revenue Law}, as the
Board of Directors shall determine. Any such aspsets not 8o
disposed of s8hall be disposed of by a court of competent
jurisdiction in the county in which the principal office of the
corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to
such organization or organizations as such court shall determine,
which are organized and operated exclusively for such purpose.

ARTICLE IX
INCORPORATORS

The name and address of the Incorporators of the corporation
are:

Walter Cotton, III
1903 59th Circle South
8t. Petersburg, FL 33712

James C., Etheridge, M.D.
13615 Bruce B. Downs Blvd., Suite 113
Tampa, FL 33613

Georganna R. Etheridge

15224 E. Pond Woocds Dr.
Tampa, FL 33618

ARTICLE X
REGISTERED AGENT AND OFFICE

The corporation’s registered agent and office is:




Walter Cotton IIT
1903 59th Clrcle South
St. Peterspburg, L 33712

ARTICLE XI
MEMBERSHIP

The qualification for members and the mannar of their
admleslon mhall be regulated by the Bylaws of the corporation.
However, no qualification for membership will be on a basls of

race, color or religlon.

ARTICLE XII
AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

Subject to the limitations contained in the Bylaws, and any
limitations set forth in the Corporations Not for Profit Law of the
State of Florida, the Bylaws of the corporation may be made,
altered, rescinded, added te, or new Bylaws may be adopted by a
resolution of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE XIII
DEDICATION OF ASSETS

The property of the corporation is irrevocably dedicated to
charitable purposes, and no part of the net income or assets of the
corporation shall ever inure to the benefit of any director or
officer thereof, or to the benefit of any private individual.

ARTICLE XIV
INDEMNIFICATION

The corporation shall indemnify any officer or director, or
any former officer or director, in the manner set out and provided
for in the Bylaws of the corporation, pursuant to the provisions of
Section 607.0850 of the Florida Statutes, as amended.

ARTICLE XV
DIRECTOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST

A, No contract or other transaction hetween the
corporation and one (1) or more of the directors, or between the
corporation and any other corporation, firm, association or other
entity, in which one (1) or more of the directors are directors or
officers, or are financially interested, shall be either void or
voidable for this reason alone or by reason alone that such
director or directors are present at the meeting of the Board of
Directors or of a committee thereof which approves such contract or
transaction, or that his or their votes are counted for such

purpose:

1. If the fact of such common directorship,
officership or financial interest is disclosed or known to the




Board or committec, and the Board or committcae approves puch
contract or transaction by vote sufficient for such purpose without
counting the vote or votes of such interested director or

directorse; or

2, If the contract or transactlon 1o fair and
reasonable ag to the corporatlon at the time it is approved by the
Board or committea.

B, Common or interested directors may be counted in
determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of the Board of
Directors or of a committes which approves such contract or
transaction,

ARTICLE XVI
AMENDMENT OF ARTICLES

Amendments to these Articles of Incorporation may be adopted
by the Board of Directors,

IN WITNESS WHERECOF, the undersigned, being the Incorporators
of the corporatilon, for the purpose of forming this not-for-profit
corporation under the laws of the State of Florida, has executed
these Articles of Incorporation, this 2|  day of ﬂﬁﬂu4? '

5

Walter Cotton, III, Incorporator

C TRuud
amaes C. Etheridge, M.D{), Incorporator




EXNIBIT 'A!

Economic Venture Assistance
Corporation

INTRODUCTION:

This document outhinegs the pumoses for which Economue Ventures Assistunce
Corporation iv buing tonvud, The primary oltteative ol the onganization i (v
aagists Business owners with the Jdevelopment profesdional skills, wad 1o provide o
sauree For technicul support uf start-up ventures. The proper implementation and
development af this arganization will assist m reduging the fuilurg rate of amall
husinesses i the Tamps Bay Area, and through the state o Florida,

Wards hilra "Right Siriow, Dawn Siving, wnd Auomatinn” are conmon place in
toduy's corporate énvironment. Une by-produgt ol this changing comorate lace is
the wrowing numbar ol homa-bated bumndsies that ard aperated by 3 growing
unemploved protessional lubor torce.

By taking the proactive giep of duveloping and implamanting the programs
deseribed ti this outling, we will create an environnient in the By Area’s busindss ¢
comumunity that buth attraet and perpetiate wrowing businesses,

To fulfill our nussion al aclireve our youl, we piust address the present and spaak
to the tunee business envirmunent in the state ol Florida, The tollowing areas are

heing incteparated min o freagtive hipgings devaloprogng plan that will improve
the duccess raie of thuse businesses that operawe within the state of Flonda.

. Enpreoreneise Teainin
The runng provided under this program is designed (o be entrepreneur
huilding  Thix trning with be affared i ovo forms

1. A weekly television program will arr on 3 locat tebevanion atation that
utilizes o lecturesinterview formuot. The show (One Stop Rusiness
Solutions) will provide both basie and advance training to the Bay Area's
entreprenetirs.

2 This show will be augment by a weekly class that will be open to the public
and will provide these entrepreneurs with o hundy-on opportuaity w expand
their skills.

. Smull Business Mentor Program:

1. This program will be designed to assist small business owners by

providing businezs professionals and paraprofezsionals to help develop -
areas of their business that they do no. currently have expertise m,

Examples of these areas inelude: Marketimg, Management, Business

Finaneing Accounting Coampurer Consulting and so on

. The Next eneruation

I this arda we toeus our attention on Jevelomng luture enirepreneur  Lur
vouth segment will demand tha we cxzpand the roles ol our mentors

Page 1




Through this program we wiil target high risl teens and providde theam an
opportinity to participata in the economia devalopment process through 4
*3kill Devalopment Centers,”

Intellectunl Retooling
T teauma of looaing und's employment, in many cuses, f4 suceeeded only
by the tramma of being faeed with wi employment hobson’s choien This
proyram 4 deslgned to afford those displaced workera with antrepronourial
denires o vahicly that will suabat e in starting their own busingay,

This prograum will b & transitionul program that will provida these eloset
entreprenaury ¢ wiruesured upproush Lo starting theie own businas, .

Lusiness Reerwliing Progrmmg
This program will e used in combinion with the pext pragrans Lo
diraagively stirace growing businesses to the Tumpa Pay urea,

Adubnyanddor progran

L, Tl wilh be o graup o selected business leaders who will act as
griides by interestond business peesons from wther evunties, 4lates, and
vountries, Through tuy program we would hope to better (1) utteact
i (33 e pong tiewa peopie (o tha many vpportunitios that exist hare
n 5t Petersbury,

2. By pairing potential investora with members of our business
commumity, who operate within the markets or professions thar are of
intereat to thoae tnvestaia, wa will be able to better market Tampa
Bay" s husiness opportunities b invesiors [ram otler cities, states,
and around the world.

Fluancing und [nvesting Pragram;

The accass to capital teaditionally creates o true tuming point in the life
cyols of any Bisiness  The tvsue here s it the Banks wnd [nvedtoes would
like to earn the income that results feom suceesstul loans w amall
businzssey. und the businessas would fove to have aucess to those loand wnd
investments. This program will provide the contmun ground upon which
finanara relanonalup can be buily,

Through participation i this program bath parties will achieve their desired
olyjectives.

‘This program will be the business tinancing component of our effort. It will
prepare tlie entrepreneur to present their business to Danker and bvestor in
+ condition that affords them the greatest potential for approval.

Rusiness Nstworliing Program: T

1. We will develop a montaly Business Nelwuweking progiam, o be
held at 4 downtown hotel. that olfers new and establizshed businesses
JN OPEOMWILLY [Or grenter expusure,




Thia avent will utilize lha Yendot s paaker approach, and Cuilitate the
devalopment of 4 buniness synergy in Florlda's birsiness ecommunity

I the short run, we cain axpect W experience an ingrense i tha iunbee of
new buninestes stants in the atate of Floridn  In tha lang min, we can
uccepl un overall incrause in the quality o' Ly tor all who live and work

hera,

ongly

The toreguing 1o un otiline < 4 program that, in our opinion, woull
puerpatuata tse existency of cnergting Duninesnes in the state of Plorida
ond ingreuny the quality of lifu fur the Citizens of the aren,




CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION OF
REGISTERED AGENT/REGISTERED OFFICE

Pursuant to the provisions of Saection 617.0501, [Florida
Statutes, the undorsilgned corporation, organlzed under the laws of
the State of [Florida, submits the following statement in
designating the Registered Office/Registered Agent in the State of

Florida
1. The name of the corporation is:
ECONOMIC VENTURE ASSISTANCE CORPORATION

2. The name and address of the registered agent and office
B3

Walter Cotton, IIT
1903 59th Circle, South
St. Petershurg, FL 33712

Having been named as registered agent and to accept service of
process for the above stated corporatlon at the place designated in
this certificate, I hereby accept the appointment as registered
agent and agree to act in this capacity, I further agree to comply
with the provisions of all statutes relating to the proper and
complete performance of my duties, and I am familiar with and
accept the obligations of my position as registered agent.

e AN A /5 %

Walter Cotton, III Date
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