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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OrruL
RUSKIN EXCEPTIONAL ACHIEVEMENT CENTER OI° EIILELSBOROUGH, INC,
A Not for Profit Corporation

The undersygned herehy makes, subscribes, ncknowledges and files with the Secretary of St
of the State of Florida these Asticles of Incorporation for the purpose of forming a corporation not for
profit (the “Corporation") in accordanee with the laws of the State of Floridn pussuant to Chapter
617, Floridn Statutes, known as the Florida Not For Profit Corporation Act, as the snme iy be

amended from time to time {the "Aet").

ARTICLE]
Name

The name of the Corporation is the Ruskin Exceptional Achievement Center of
tillsborough, Inc.

ARTICLE N
vr . [I" ] I :

The corporate existence shall commence upon the filing of these Articles with the Scecretary
of State of the State of Florida, and such corporate existence shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE 111

Yl ea i ? . N .

The principal office and mailing address of the Corporation shall be 2409 Ravine Drive W,
Ruskin, FL. 33570 or such other address within the State of Florida as the Board of Trustees may from

time to time designate.

ARTICLE 1Y
Pu Power: Limitntion

(a) Purposes.

(1} The nature, objects and purposes, for which this corporation is exclusively
organized and operated, are:

(A)  To promote community access for the developmentally disabled adult,

Articles of Incorporation —- Not For Profit
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(13)  Fo pravide and operate a fucility for the education nnd training of the
developmentally disabled adult,

(C)  To advance the knowledge mel acquisition of daily living skills by
those developmentally disabled ndults admitied to the fcility provided
al operated by the Corporation;

(D) To lessen the burdens of government by teaching the developmentally
disabled adult all aspects of independent living with the community;

(B)  To encournge and promote the use of conumunity resources by
providing the developmentally disabled adult opportunities 1o explore
and discover life enrichment nctivitics in the Tampn Bay aren;

(F)  To create communily awareness and support for the developmentally
disabled adult;, and

(G)  To specifically engage in teaching, educating, and supporting all
endeavors that enhance the rights, dignity and overall quality of life of
the developmentally disabled adult in the County of Hillsborough.

(2) This corportion shall receive and maintain funds and real and/or personal property,
and subject to the restrictions and limitations hereinabove and hercinafter sei forth, shall use the whole
or any part of the income therefrom and the principal thercof exclusively for its charitable and

educational purposes.
(b) Not for Profit Status.

(i) No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or
be distributed as dividends to any member, director, officer or other private person, except that the
Corporation shall be empowered and authorized to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered
by its members, Trustees or officers and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the

purposes set forth in Article 1V hereof.

(it} No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on
of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not
participate in, or intervene in (including the publication or distribution of statements) any political
campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office,

(iii)  Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall not
carry on any activity not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal Income
Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or corresponding provision of any
future United States Internal Revenue Law), or the repulations issued thereunder, or {b) by a
corporation or other organization, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the

Articles af Incorporation — Nat For Prafit
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Interial Revenue Code of 1986 (or the carrespondent provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law), or the regulations issued thereunder

(v} Notwithstanding any other provisson of these Articles, this Corporation shall
not, except to an insubsiantisl degree, engage 10 any activily or exercise any power that is ot in
furtherance of the purposes of ths Corporation

{¢) Limitntion. This corporation shall not operale, directly or mdirectly, for the benefit
of any speethic private individual or individuals, but shall be operated only i accordance with
applicable federal and state statutes, regulations and rules for the operation of 4 group home for

developmientally disabled wlult.

(i) Dissolution. In the event of dissolution or final liguidation of the Corporation, the
residunl assets of the Corporation will be transferred to one or more organizations which are exempl
as organizations as organizations described in Scctions 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
o corresporling sections of uny prior or future Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or to the federal, state

or local government for exclusive public purpose,

(¢) Pawers. This Corporation shall have and excreise all powers provided by the laws of
the State of Florida pertaining (o corporations not for profit, including, but not timited to, Chapter 617
of the Flonida Statutes and future amendments thereto, or succeeding stutules pertaining to corporations
not for profit in the State of Florida, necessary or convenient te cffect any and all of the charitable,
scientific and educational purposes for which the corporation is organized, subject, however, 1o the

following:

(i) The Corporation shall be operated exclusively for, and shall only have the
power to perform, activities exclusively within the meaning, requirements and effect of Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended heretofore or hereafier.

(i) The Corporation shall not engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in Section
4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal

tax laws,

(iii)  The Corporation shall distribute its income for each taxable year at such time
and in such manner as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by Section
4942 of the Internat Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal

lax Jaws,

(iv)  The Corporation shall not retain any excess business holdings as defined in
Section 4943(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent

Federal tax laws.

{v) The Corporation shall not make any 1nvestments in such manner as to ~ubject
it to tax under Section 4944 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any

cArticles af Incorporation — Not Far Profit
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subsequent Federal tax taws

(vi}  The Corporstion shall not raake any taxable expenditures ns defined in Section
4945(cl) of the tnternal Reve.ue Code of 1986, ur corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal
tax Inws.

(vit}  The Corporalion shall not engage in any prohibited transaction ns defined in
Section 503(b) of'the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or correspanding provisions ol any subsequent

Federal (nx laws.

ARTICLE YV

{u) Membership, ‘The members ol this institute shall consist of those persons who join
ns subseribers to these Articles of Incorporation and such other persons over cighteen (18) years
ol age, or entitics, as may from tdme to time be elected and admitted 1o membership by majority
vote of the Board of Trustees ol the institute in aecordance with the provisions of the bylaws of

the institute.

(b)  Other Qualificntions, Rules, Rights. Further qualifications for membership and the
manner of admission to membership, termination of membership and the rights of membership shall
be governed by the bylaws of the Corporation,

(c) Not Transferable, Notwithstanding the foregoing, membership in the Corporation is
not transferable, assignable or otherwise disposable.

ARTICLE VI

* + [T%3

The affairs of this Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Trustees who shall be elected
annually by majority vole of the members of the Institute, at a duly called meeting, as provided in the
bylaws and by officers who shall be elected annually by majority vote of the Board of Trustees and
who shall be members of the Corporation. The officers thus to be clected shall be a president, a vice
president, a secretary and a treasurer and such other officers as may be provided in the bylaws of the
Corporation. Multiple offices may be held by the same person. The duties of the respective  ficers
and the manner of filling vacancies in the offices of the Corporation shall be provided in the bylaws.

The number of Trustees and the manner of filling vacancies on the Board of Trustees shall be
provided hereinafter and in the bylaws of the Corporation. A quorum for the transaction of business
shall be a majority of the Trustees qualified and active, and the act of a majority of the Trustees present
at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Trustees. Meetings of the Trustees

may be held within or without the State of Florida.

Trustees and officers of this Corporation may be removed, with or without cause, by the
members at a meeting duly called in the manner set out tn the bylaws

Articles of Incorporation — Not For Profit
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ARTICLE VII
Boneil of Trusieey
(n} Number The aumber of Trustees may be increased or decreased from timo to time

in nccordanee with the Corporation’s bylasws; but the Cosporation must alwiys have at least three (3)
but no more than nine (9) Trustees.

(b)  Election: The method of election, terms of office and obligations of the Board of
Trustees will be stated in, and governed by the Corporation's bylnws

{c) Initinl Trostees: The initial members of the Corporation’s Bonrd of T'rustees nre us
follows:

Nume Address
kathy J. Elliott 2409 Ravine Drive W
Ruskin, FL 33570
Robert T. LElliott 2409 Ravine Drive W
Ruskin, FLL 33570
George K. Todd, Sr. 509 Manatee Drive
Ruskin,FL. 313570

The initial members of the Board of Trustees shall hold ofTice for the first year of the existence
of this Corporation or until their successors shall be elected in accordance with the bylaws and shall

take office.

ARTICLE VIII
Officers

(a) Number. The Corporation shall have four officers: a president, a vice president, a
secretary and a treasurer,

(b) Election. Except for the initial officers, the officers shall be elected by the Board of
Trustees in accordance with the bylaws.

()  Iitial Officers. The initial officers of this Corporation are as follows:

Name Office Address
Kathy J Elliott President 2409 Ravine Drive W

Ruskin, FLL 33570

Articles of fncorporation — Not For Profi
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Rubert T Elliott Vice Prosident 2409 Ravine Drive W
Ruskin, F1. 33570

Robert T Lltiow Seerelary 2409 Rovine Drive W
Ruskin, 1. 33570

Robert T Elliott Treasurer 2409 Rovine Prive W
Ruskin, FL. 33570

The initial officers shal! hold office for the first year of the existence of this Corporation or
until their successors shall be elected in necordance with the bylaws and shall ke office.

ARTICLE IX
The name and address of the incorporator signing these Articles of Incorporation is:
Name Address
A. Edward McGinty 4820 Cypress Tree Drive
Tampn, FL 33624
ARTICLEX
1} B ¥

The street address of the initial registered office of the Corporation is ¢/o A, Edward McGinty,
4820 Cypress Tree Drive, Tampa, FL 33624, and the name of its initial registered agent at such
address is A. Edward McGinty.

ARTICLE XI
Bylaws

The bylaws of this Corporation may be made, altered or rescinded from time to time in whole
or in part by a majority vote of the Board of Trustees of this Corporation present at any meeting of the
Board of Trustees duly called and convened; provided, however, that a quorum is present at the
meeting of the Board of Trustees and notice of the proposed action with respect to the bylaws shail
have been waived by a majority of the members of the Board of Trustees or mailed by the secretary
of this Corporation to all of the members of the Board of Trustees at least three (3) days before the

meeting.

Articles af Incorpuration — Now For Profie
AENREACH 541595 6




ARTICLE XL
Amendment ol Articles of Incorporntlon

These Articles may be amended as provided in Chapter 617, Flonda Statutes, ns the same niy
be nmended from ume to time, sueh amendment to be adopted by reselution adopled by the majority
vote of the cerlified members of the Corporation present at any meeting duly ealled and convened;
provided, however, that notice of the proposed action with sespect to the Articles of [ncorporation shall
lisve been waived by o majority of the eertified mentbers of the Corporation or ten (10) days' ndvance
notice of the amendment or nmendments to be considered at such meeting shall have been given in
writing personally or by mail 1o each eertified member of the Corpotation prior to such meeling. All
actions, including, but not limited to, Amendment of Articles of Incorporntion, required to be tnken
atany meeting may be taken by writien congents ag provided in the Florida Sintutes, ns now amended,

or as same may be amended in the future,

ARTICLE XIII
Stack

The corporation shall be organized on a non-stock bsis.

A membership card, or certificite Tor cerlified members, shall serve as evidence of
membership. The card or certificate shall provide, on its face, that the corporation is a not for profit

Florida corporntion.

The corporation shall assess fees for certified membership and associate membership in the
amount and manner provided in the bylaws, and shall accept grants and donations.

ARTICLE X1V

Disposition of Assels in the Event of Dissolution

Upon dissolution of the Corporation, its assets shall be used to discharge all then-existing
liabilities of the Corporation. Any remaining asscts shall be distributed to a Florida not for profit
corporalion that shares the corporate purposes in Article I, or to the Federal, state or local

government for public purposes.

1on for the uses and

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have exccuted these Articles of Incorp
purposes therein expressed this 224 day of May, 1995.

% Edward MgGinty

AArticles of Incorporation — Not Fur Profit
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STATE OF FLORIDA

T

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

s

BEFORE ML, the undersipned nuthority, on llliseéz_ day of May, 1995, personally appeared

A Edward McGinty, who is personally known to me o-who-has-produced
as-identilioation nwbwho-did-tuke-nn-onthrand-alterboing-duly-swarn, acknowledged

to me that he executed the the foregoing instrument voluntarily and of his own free will for the uses

el purposes therein expressed.,

WITNESS my hand snd official seal the date aforesnid.

Ol & o)

Signature J

Printed Name

CIRISTINE A, LOGUE Notary Public
Hotary Public, Stata of Forlds
My Comm, Lep. lan, 34, 1958

Comm, Mo, CC 35429 Serinl Number:

My Commission Expires:

Articles of Incorporation — Nei For Profi
AEMIREACH 501595 8




FILED '
CRETARY OF
CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION DN?E ani OF co:?ﬁo%%u
REGISTERED AGENT / REGISTERED OFFICE 95 HAY 5 PH 1102
¢

Parsuant to Sections 607.0501, Flozida Statutes, the undersigned corporation, organized under the laws
of Florida, submits the following statement in designating the registered office / registered agent, in
the State of Florida.

1 The name of the corporation is the Floridn Institute of Restoration Ecology.
2 The nnme and address of the registered agent and office is.

A. Lidward McGinty
4820 Cypress Tree Drive
Tamypn, FL 33624

ACCEPTANCE BY REGISTERED AGEN'T

[aving been named ns registered agent and to nccept service of process for the above named
corporation at the place designated in this certificate, 1 hereby accept the appointment as registered
agent and agree to act in this capacity. I further agree to comply with the provisions of all stntutes
relating to the proper and complete performance of my duties, and familiar with and accept the
obligations of my position as registered agent.

Tdward McGinty

S/o2/95

(datc)/ / .
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