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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF

ST. SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC PARISH IN FORT LAUDERDALE, INC.,
a Florida not for profit corporation

I, the undersigned, with other persons being desirous of forming a corporation for religious

purposes under the provisions of Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes do agree to the following:

ARTICLE1
NAME

The name of the corporation shall be: St, Scbastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

(hereinafter referred to as the “Corporation™), and its address is 2000 SE 25th Avenue, Fort
Lauderdaie, FL, 33316.

ARTICLE I
PREAMBILE

Through the grace of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in

Fort Lauderdale, Inc., is a definite conunuaity of the Christian Faithful established on a stable basis
within the Archdiocese of Miami in union with the Latin rite of the Holy Roman Catholic Church,
In accord with the doctrine and laws of the Roman Catholic Chureh, St. Sehastian Catholic Parish
in Fort Lauderdale, Inc., is a portion of the Pcople of God entrusted to the pastoral care of the
pastor within the Archdiocese of Miami in Florida. The parish strives 1o assist the faithful in their
journey of faith in accord with the Canonica! Statutes of the Parish, incorporated herein.

ARTICLE [TI
TERM OF EXISTENCE

The Corporation is to exist perpetually.

ARTICLE IV
COMMENCEMENT OF EXISTENCE

The Corporation shall be dcemed to commence its existence on the date these Articles of

Incorporation were filed with the Secretary of State.

ARTICLE YV
RESERVATION OF POWERS TO MEMBER

The Corporation is an apostolate of the Catholic Church and as such the Canon Law

requires that certain rights should be reserved to the Member. Therefore, the following rights are
specifically reserved to the Member:
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A. The operating philosophy of the Corporation and the Canonical States of the
Parish shall be approved by the Member.

B. Corporate property may not be lcascd, sold or encumbered without the express
written approval of the Member.

C. The Corporation may not be merged of dissolved without the express written
approval of the Member.

D. Any additional rights as provided for in the Bylaws,

ARTICLE VI
PURPOSES

The gencral purposes for which the Corporation is formed are to operate exclusively for
such religious purposes as will qualify it as an exempt organization under Section 501 (c) (3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax
Jaws. including, for such purposes, the meking of distributions to organizations qualifying as tax-
exempt organizations under that Code. The specific purposes of the Corporation are:

A. To carry on the gencral religious ministry of the Roman Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese of Miami in Florida, United States of America, and to engage in all aspects of
cstablishing, conducting and maintalning a Roman Catholic parish. In particular, the Corporation
shall minister to the spiritual and temporal needs of people in strict accordance with the teachings.
tenets, and policy of the Roman Catholic Church.

B. To manage the temporal affairs of the Corporation in such a2 manncr that does nof
cause undue prejudice to the laws and disciplines of the Roman Catholic Church. To that end the
Corporation may establish, receive, maintain a fund or funds for the operational support of a
Catholic parish and may take and receive by gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise any and ail
property of any sort or nature without limitation as to amount or value and to manage, administer,
invest, reinvest, and dispose of the same; to administer endowment funds; from lime to time, pay
and apply other funds and property of the Corporation, as wel! as income thereof, for the suppont
of the parish.

C. To cstablish. receive and maintain a fund or funds for the operational support of
St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc.; to that end, to take and receive by gift, grant,
bequest, devise ar otherwise any and all property of any sort or nature, without lirnitation as to
amount of value, and to manage, administer, invest, reinvest, and dispose of the same; to administer
endowment funds; from time to time pay and apply the funds and property of the Corporation,
including the principal as well as income thereof, for the exclusive support of St. Schastian
Catholic Parish in Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

D. Subject to the limitations and conditions contained in any gift, devise or bequest, to
invest its funds in such morigages, bonds, debentures, shares of preferred and common stock and

Page 2 of 7

H23000389284 3



11/99/2823 12:99 JE5-443-6613 J. P. FITZGERALD P&

H23000389284 3

other securities and property as its directors shait deem advisable, and to that end to purchase, sell,
mortgage, lease, pledge, encumber, assign and transfer the same.

E. To the extent permitted by law. o do everything necessary or proper for the
carrying oul of the foregoing purposes.

ARTICLE Vil
QUALIFICATION OF MEMBER

The Member of the Corporation shall be The Mast Reverend Thomas G. Wenski. as
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Miami, and his successors in office.

ARTICLE vIIl
INCORPORATOR

The name of the [ncorporator is The Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski. as Archbishop of
the Archdincese of Miami, his sucessors in office, and the address of the Incorporator is 9401
Biscayne Boulevard, Miami Shares, Florida 33138.

ARTICLE IX
OFFICERS

Section |. The Officers of the Corporation shall be a President, a Vice President, @
Secretary, and such other officers as may be provided in the Bylaws. A person may hold morc
than one office at one time.

Section 2. The names of the persons who shall serve as Officers of the Corporation until
the first meeting of the Board of Directors arc:

Name Office

Rev.. Ernest Biriruka President
Pastor of St. Scbastian Catholic Parish
in Fort Lavderdale, Inc.

Most Rev. Eariguc Delgado, Vicar General Vice President

Rev. Msgr. Dariusz J. Zielonka, 1.C.D
Chancellor for Canonical Affairs Sceretary

Section 3. The Officers shall be elected at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors or
as provided in the Bylaws.
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ARTICLE X
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The business affairs of the Corporation shatl be managed by the Board of Directors. The
Corporation shall have five {5) Directors initially. The number of Directors may be increased or
decreased from time 10 time, in accordance with the Bylaws but shall never be less than three (3)
or more than five (5). The Member of the Corporation shall appoint the Directors. The Member
may removc any and all of the Directors from the Board, with or without cause and at any such
time as he may determine in his sole discretion.

The names and addresses of the persons who are [0 S€rve as Directors for the ensying years,
or unti] the first annua! meeting of the Corporation are:

The Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Miami
9401 Biscayne Boulevard

Miami Shores, FL 33138

Rev.. Emest Biriruka

Pastor of St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in ot Lauderdale, Inc.
2000 SE 25th Avenue

Fort Lauderdate, FL. 33316

Most Rev. Enrique Delgado, Vicar General
Archdiocese of Miami

9401 Biscaync Boulevard

Miami Shores, FL 33138

Rev. Msgr. Dariusz J. Ziclonka, J.C.D
Chancellor for Canonical Affairs
Archdiocese of Miami

9401 Biscayne Boulevard

Miami Shores, FL. 33138

Sister Elizabcth Worley, 53J
Chancellor for Administration/COQO
Archdiocese of Miami

9401 Biscayne Boulevard

Miami Shores, FLL. 33138
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ARTICLE XI
BYLAWS

The Member of the Corporation shali adopt the Bylaws for the conduct of the Corporation’s
husiness and the carrying out of ils purposes as he may deem nccessary.

The Bylaws may be amended. altered or rescinded by the Member of the Corporation at
any regular meeting or special meeting called for that purpose.

ARTICLE XI1
AMENDMENTS

These Artticles of Incorporation may be amended by the Member of the Corporation at any
regular or special meeting called by the Member for that purposc.

ARTICLE XTII
CONDUCT OF AFFAIRS

The business and affairs of the Corporation shall be conducted in a manner consistent with
Canon Law of Thc Roman Catholic Church, the pariicular [aw and policies of the Archdiocese of
Miami, all applicable dircctives and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, and the provisions
of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Corporation.

ARTICLE XIV
LIMITATIONS ON ACTIVITIES

No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure 1o the benefit of, or be
distributable to, its members, directors, officers, or other private persons, except the Corporation
shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to
make payments and distributions in furtherancc of the purposcs of thc Corporation. No substantiai
part of the activitics of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise
attempting, to influence legisiation, and the Cotporation shall not participate in, or intervenc in
{including the publishing or distribution of statcments) any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate or public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Corporation
shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation exempt (rom
Federal Income tax under section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the
corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Code), or by an organization
contributions o which arc deductible under Section 170{c)(2} of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (or the corresponding provision of uny future United States Internal Revenue Law).

ARTICLE XV
DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION

No person, firm or corperation shall ever receive any dividends or profits from the
undertaking of the Corporation and upon dissotution of this organization all of its asscts remaining
after payment of ail costs and expenscs of such dissolution shall be distributed to organizations
selected by the Member which have qualified for exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
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Revenue code and none of assets will be distributed to any member, officer or director of the
Corporation, provided, however, that the Corporation may confer bencfits in the form of
distributions, in dissolution or otherwise, upon 2 not-far-profit corporate member described in
Section 501{¢)(3) of the code.

ARTICLE XVI
INITIAL REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

The strect address of the initial registered office of the Corporation is 110 Merrick Way,
Suite 3-B, Coral Gables, Florida 33134, and the initial Registered Agent of the Corporation is J.
Patrick Fitzgerald, Esquire.

IN WITNESS WHEREOCF, |, the undersigned subscribing Incorporator, have hereunto set
my hand and scal this ist day of November, 2023, for the purpose of forming the Corporalion not
for profit under the laws of the State of Florida.

Incorporator
—7Z L e

Tha Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski, as
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Miami, his
suecessors in office

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY MIAMI-DADE

The foregoing instrument was acknowlcdgi before me by means of (4] physical presence
or[ ) onlinc notarization, this {__ day of 2023, by The Most Reverend Thomas G.

Wenski, as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Miami, as Incorporator of St. Sebastian Catholic
Paristfin Fort Lauderdale, Inc.. a Florida not for profit corporation, on behalf of the Corporstion.
[ He is personally known to me or [ ] He has preduced
, as identification.

C

-
(TR oy ik e ol e NOTARY FLORIDA
\ Commitsion § HH 342376

"

My Comm, Expires Feb 10, 2027
Boncet through National Notsry Ana.

Print, type or stamp Commissioned Name of Notary Public:
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ACCEPTANCE BY REGISTERED AGENT

Having been namecd as Registered Agent for St. Sebastian Catholic Parish in Fort
Lauderdale, Inc.. a Florida not for profit corporation (the “Corporation™), at 2000 SE 25th Avenue.
Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33316, I hercby agree to act in this capacity. [ am familiar with and accept
the obligations of Section 617.05054 Florida Statutes, as the same may apply to the Corporation;
and 1 further agree to comply with the provisions of Florida Statutcs, Section 48.091, and all other
statutes as the same may apply to the Corporation relating to the proper and complete performance
of my dutics as Registered Agent.

<

T
@f‘-’y ?f,ﬁfald

#fistered Agent

VMR- 1AL VAR TICLILE €81 INCURPURATIN-FARISH 10:24.2021 1 INAL
MIWATARDNHGERS! 1413720
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