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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
(A FLORIDA NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION)

ln compliance with the requirements of the laws of the State of Florida. and for the purpose of
forming a not-for-profii corporation, the undersigned does hereby acknowledge:

1. Name of Corporation. The name of the corporation is EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS
HOMECOWRNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.. a Florida not-for-piofit corporaticn (the “Association”,

2. Principal Office. The principat office of the Asscciation is 2450 Maitland Center Pkwy., Suite 300.
Maitland, Florida 32751.

3. Registered Office_- Registered Agent, The sireet address of the Registered Office of the
Association 1s 407 East Jackson Stree!, Suite 2100, Tampa, Florida 33802, The name of the Registered
Agent of the Association is’

STEARNS WEAVER MILLER WEISSLER ALHADEFF & SITTERSON, P.A.
cfo CHRISTIAN F. O'RYAN. ESQ.

4, Definitions. The COMMUNITY DECLARATION FOR EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS (the
"Declaration”) witl be recorded in the Public Recards of Orange County, Florida. and shall govern all of
the aparations ¢f a community to be known as EGUINQX AT MERIDIAN PARKS. Al initially capsiaiized
terms nol defined herein shali have the meanings set forth in the Declaration,

5. Purpose of the Association. The Asscciation is formed to: (i) provide for ownership, cperation,
maintenance and preservation of the Common Areas, and improvements thereen; (i) perform the duties
delegated to it in the Declaration, Bylaws and these Articles; and (iii} administer the rights and interesis of
the Declarant, Buitders, the Association, and the Owners

8. Naol for Profit. The Assaciation is a noi-for-proftl Florida corporation and dogs nol contempiate
pecuniary gain to. or profit for. its members.

7. Powers of the Association. The Association shail, subject to the limitations and reservauons set
forth in the Deciaration, have all the powers, privileges and duties reasonably necessary to discharge its
ohlkigations. including. but not limited 10, the following:

7. To perform ail the duties and cbligations of the Association set forth in the Declaration
and Bylaws, as herein provided;

72 To enforce, by legal action or otherwise, the orovisions of the Declaraiion, the Bylaws,
the Community Standards, and ail rules, regulations, covenaats, restnictions and agreements governing
or binding the Association and EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS,

7.3 To operate and mainiain the SWMS, in the event the District does not own and operate
the SWMS. In the event the District dogs not own and cperate all SWMS, the Association shall operate,
maintain and manage the SWMS in a manner consistent with the SFWMD Permit reguirements and
applicable SFWMD rules, and shall assist in the enforcement of the pravisions of the Declaration that
relate to the SWMS, To the exient required by the Permit, the Association shall levy and collect adequate
assessments against members of the Association for the costs of maintenance and operation of the
SWMS. In the event the District does not own and operate all SWMS, Assessmenis shall be used for the
maintenance and repair of the SWMS and miligation or preservation areas, including, but not limited to,
work within retention areas, drainage structures, and drainage =asements,

7.4 To fix, levy, collect and enforce payment, by any lawful means, of all Assessments
pursuarnt to the terms of the Declaration, these Articles and the Bylaws:

a
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7.5 To pay ail Operaling Expenses and Neighberhood Expenses. including. but not limited to,
all licenses, taxes or governmental charges levied or imposed against the property of the Association,

76 To acquire {by gifl, puichase or otherwise}, annex. own, hold, improve, build upon,
operate, maintain, convey, grant rights and easements. sefl, dedicale. lease. transfer or otherwise
dispaose of real or personal property {including the Cemmon Areas) in connection with the functions of the
Associaiion except as limited by the Declaraticn;

i1 To borrow money. and (i) if prior to the Turnover Date, upen the approval of (a) 2 majority
of the Board: and (b) the piior written consent of the Declarant, or (i) from and after the Turnover Dale.
approvat ¢f (a) a majority of the Board; and (b) fifty-one percent {51%) of the Voling Interests present (in
person or by proxy) at a duly ncticed meeting of the members, morigage, pledge, deed in trusl or
hypothecate any or all of its real or persanal propery as security fer meney borrowed or debts incurred,
including without limitation, the right 1o collaleralize any such indebiedness with the Asscciation’'s
Assessment collection rights. A quorum for any meeting of the members for the puipose of laking any
action under this Section afier the Turnover shall be established by the presence, in person or by proxy,
of the members enlitled to cast thirty percent (30%) of the total Voling Imerests:

7.8 To dedicate, grant, license, lease, concession, create easemenis upon. seli or transfer all
or any part of EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS to any public agency. entity, authority, uiility or other
persan or entity for such purposes and subject to such conditions as it determines and as provided in the
Declaration.

7.9 To participate in mergers anc consoiidations with other nor-profit carporations organized
for the same purposes;

710 Te adopt. publsh, promulgate or enforce rules. reguiations. cavenanls. restrictions or
agreements governing the Association, EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS, the Common Areas. Los.
Parcels, and Homes as provided in the Declaration and to effectuate all of the purposes for which the
Association is organized:

7.1 To have and exercise any and all powers, rights, and privileges which a corporation
organized under Chapter 617 or Chapter 720. Florida Siatutes by law may now or hereafter have or
exgrcise;

7.12  To employ personnel and retain independent contractors to contract for management of
the Association. EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS, and the Common Areas as provided in the
Declaration and to delegate in such contract all or any part of the powers and duties cf the Association;

7.13 To contract for services (o be provided to. or for the benefit of, the Association, Builders,
Owners, the Common Areas. Lots, and EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS as provided in the Declaration,
such as, but not limited 1o. telecommunications services, mainienance, garbage pick-up. and utility
Services:

7.i4  Toestablish committees and delegate certain of its functions to thase committees:
7.15  To have the power to sue and be sued:

7.18  To take any other action necessary cr desirable 10 casry out any purpose for which the
Association has been organized; and

7.17  To enter inle agreements with other homaowners assaciations, property associations or
other third parties, including, without limitation. any cost-sharing agreemenis ar agreements o acquire
licenses, leaseholds. memberships, anc other possesscry or use interests in other lands or facilities
outside of EQUINOX AT MERIDIAN PARKS, inciuding, but not limited to, facilities, country clubs, golf
courses, marinas, submerged land, parking areas, conservation areas, recreational amenities facilities,
and other facilities. Pursuant to Section 720.31(6), Florida Statutes (2023), the Association is hereby
axpressly awthorized to enter into such agreements upcn the approval of & majority of the Board, and
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without any vote of the members of the Asscciation. regardiess of when the Association enters inlo such

agreement,
8. Voting Rights. Owners, Builders, and the Declarant shall have the voting rights set forth in the
Declaralion,
9. Board of Direciors. The affairs of the Asseciation shall be managed by a Board of odd number

with not less than three (3) or more than five {5) membears. The inttial number of Directors shall be three
(3). Board members snall be appointed and/or elecled as siatea in the Bylaws. Afier the Furnover Date,
the election of Directors shall be hald at the annual meeting. The names and addresses of the members
of the first Board who shall hold office until their successors are appoinied or elected, or untit removed.
are as foilows:

Ralph Chartes Bel 2450 Maitland Center Prwy | Suite 300
Maitland. Florida 32751

Tanner Adams 2450 Maiiland Center Pkwy.. Suite 300
Maitland, Florida 32751

Stephannie Coffin 2450 Maitland Centar Pkwy., Suite 300
Mailland, Fiorida 32751

10. Dissolution. In the event of the dissolution of the Association other than incident to a merger or
conselidation. any member may patition the Circuit Court having jurisdiction of the Judicial Circuit of the
State of Florida for the appointmient of 2 receiver 1o manage the affairs of the dissolvad Association to
manage the Commaon Areas, in the place and stead of the Association, and 1o make such provisions as
may be necessary for the continued management of the affairs of the dissolved Association and its
properties. In the event of termination. dissolution or final liquidation of the Association the responsibility
for the operation and maintenance of the SWMS must be transferred to and accepied by an entity which
complies with Rule 62.230.370. Florida Administrative Code (2023). and the Environmental Resource
Permut Applicant’s Handbook Valume 1. Section 12 3. and be approved by SFWMND prior to such
termination, dissolution. or liguidation.

11. Duration. Existence of the Association shall commence with the filing of these Articles with the
Secretary of State, Taliahassee. Florida. The Association shall exist in perpetuiiy.

12. Amendments.

124 General Restrictions on Amendments. Nolwithstanding any other provision herein 1o the
contrary, no amendment to these Articles shall aifect the rights of the Declarant unless such amendment
receives the prior written consent of the Deciarant. which may be withheld for any reason whatsoever. |
the prior wtilten approval of any governmental entlly or agency having jurisciction is required by
applicable law or governmental regulation for any amendment to these Articies. then the pnor written
consent of such entity or agency must also be cobtained. No amendment shall be effective until it is
recorded in the Public Records.

12.2  Amendments prior to the Turncver. Prior to the Turnover, but subject tc the general and
specific resinctions on amendments sei forth above, the Declarant shall have the right (o amend these
Articles as it deems appropriate, without the joinder or consent of any person or entily whatsoever, except
to the extent limited by applicable law as of the date the Declaration is recorded. The Declarant’s right to
amend under this Section is to be construed as broadly as possible. In the eveni the Association shail
desire to amend these Articles prior io the Turnover. the Association must first obtain the Declarant's prior
wrilten consent to any prepesed amendmen  An amendment identical to that approved by the Declarant
may be adopted by the Association pursyant lo ihe requirements for amendmenis from and after the
Turnover. The Declarant shall join in such identical amendment so that its consent to the same will be
reflected in the Public Records.
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12.3  Amendments From and After the Turnover. Afier the Turnover. but subject to the general
and specific restrictions on amendments set forth above, these Articles may be amendec with the
approval of (i} a majority of the Board: and (i} fifty-one percent (51%) of the Voting interests present {in
person of by proxy) at a duly ncliced meeting of the members. A guorum for any meeting of the
members for the purpose of adopting amendmenis after the Turnover shall be established by ths
presence, in person or by proxy, of the members entitled to cast thirty percent (30%) of the total Vioting
Interests

124  Compliance with HUD, FHA VA, FNMA, GNMA and SFWMD. Pricr {0 the Turnover, the
Declarant shall have the right to amend these Arnicles. from time to time, tc make such changes,
modifications and additions therein and thereto as may be requested or required by HUD, FHA, VA,
FNMA, GNMA, SFWMD, or any other governmental agency or body as a condition o, or in connectign
with such agency's or bedy's regulatory reguiremenis of agreement 0 make, purchase, accept, insure.
guaranty or otherwise approve loans secured by morngages on Lots. No approval or joinder of the
Association, Builders. other Owners, or any other party shall be required or necessary o such
amendment. Afler the Turnover, but subject to the general restrictions on amendments set forth abeve,
the Board shall have the right to amend these Articles, from time lo time, o make such changes.
modifications and additions therein and therelo as may be requested or required by HUD, FHA, VA,
FNMA, GNMA, SFWMD. or any other governmental agency or body as a condition 10, Of in connection
with such agency's o1 body's regulalory reguirtements ar agreement (o make, puichase, accepl, inswie,
guaranty or otherwise approve loans secured by morigages on Lots. In addition. the Board may amend
these Articles as it deems necessary or appropriate 1o make the terms of these Articles consisten; with
applicable law 1n effect from time to time  No approval or joinder of the Owners, or any other party shall
be reguired or necessary to any such amendmenis by the Board. Any such amendments by the Board
shall require the approval of a majority of the Board

13, Limitations.

13.1  Declaration is Paramouni. No amendment may be made (o these Articles which shail in
any manner reduce, amend, affect or maodify the terms, conditions, provisions, rights and obligations set
forth in the Declaration.

132  Rights of Declarant. There shall be no amendment to these Articles which shail apridge.
reduce, ameng, effect or modify the rights of the Declarant

13.3  Bylaws. These Articles shali not be amended in a manner tha: conflicts with the Bylaws.

14, Officers. The Board shall elect a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and as many
Vice Presidents, Assistant Secretanes snd Assisiant Treasurers as the Beard shall from time lo time
determine. The names and addresses of the Officers whe shall serve until therr successors are elecied
by the Board are as follows:

Fresident: Ralph Charles Bell 2450 Maitland Center Pkwy., Suite 300
Maitiand. Florida 32751

Vice President: Tanner Atams 2450 Maitland Center Pkwy., Suite 300
Maitiand, Fiorida 32751

Secreiary/Treasurer; Siephannie Coffin 2450 Maitland Center Pkwy., Suite 300
Maitiand, Florida 32751

15, Indemnification of Officers and Dirgctors. The Association shall and does hereby indemanify and
held harmiless every Director and every Cfficer. their heirs. executors and administraiors, against all loss.
cost and expenses reasonably incurred in connection with any action, suit or proceeding to which such
Direcior ar Gfficer may be made a party by reason of being or having been a Director or Officer of the
Association. including reasonable counsel fees and paraprofessional fees at all levels of proceeding.
This indemnification shall not apply 1o matters wherein the Director or Officer shall be finally adjudged in
such action, suit or proceeding to be liable for or gudty of gross negligence or willful miscanduct. The

4
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foregoing rights shall be in addition to, and nol exclusive of, afl other rights to which such Director or
flicers may be entitled.

18. Transactions in Which Directors or Officers are Inierested. No contract or transaclion between
the Association and one (1) or more of its Directors or Qfficers or the Declarant, or between the
Association and any otner corporation, parinership, association, or cther organization in which one (i) or
more of its Officers or Directors are officers. directors or employees or otherwise interested shall be
invalid, void o! voidable solely for this reason, or solely because the Qfficer or Director is piesent at, or
participates in. meetings of the Bearc thereof which authorized the contract or transaction, or soclely
because said Officers” or Directors' votes are counted for such purpose. No Director or Officer of the
Association shall incur liability by reason of the {act thal such Director or Officer may be interested in any
such contract or transaction. Interested Directors shall disclcse the general nature of their interest and
may be counted in determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of the Board which authorized the
contract or transacticn.

iSignatures on the Following Page|
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IN WEITNESS WHEREQF, for the purpose of forming this corgoration under the laws of the State
of Florida, the undersigned, being the incarporaior of this Association. has execuled these Arlicies of
Incorporation as of this 25" day of September. 2023.

(o)

Chrstian F. O'Ryan, Esq.
Incorporater

401 East Jackson Street. Suite 2100
Tampa. Florida 33602

6
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ACCEPTANCE BY REGISTERED AGENT

The wundersigned, having been named to accep: service of process for the above-stated
corporation at the place dasignateg in this certificate, hereby agrees lo act in this capacity. and is familia;
with, and accepts, the obligaticns of this position and further agrees to comply with the provisions of all
statuies relative to the proper and complete performance of its duties.

Dated this 25" day of September. 2023

STEARNS WEAVER MILLER WEISSLER
ALHADEFS & SITIERSON. P.A,

\)
By: ga

Name: Clmsian F O'Ryan. Esq.

Reqisiered Office:

401 East Jackson Street, Suite 2100
Tampa, Florida 33602

Principal Carporation Office’

2450 Maitland Center Pkwy.. Suite 300
Maitland, Florida 32751
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