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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
SEAGRASS RESTORATION INSTITUTE, INC.,
a Florida not for profit corporation

The undersigned hereby presents these Articles of Incorporation for the formation of a
Florida not for profit corporation pursuant to the Florida Not For Profit Corporation Act, as
provided in Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes.

ARTICLE L
NAME

The complete legal name of this Corporation shall be SEAGRASS RESTORATION
INSTITUTE, INC.

ARTICLE II.
PRINCIPAL OFFICE AND/OR MAILING ADDRESS

The address of the principal office of the Corporation is 6611 Hayter Drive, Lakeland,
Florida 33813-3578 and mailing address of the Corporation is Post Office Box 7034, Lakeland
Florida 33807-7034.

ARTICLE HI.
DURATION

The 1erm of existence of the Corporation is perpetual unless it shall be dissolved pursuant
to the laws of the State of Florida. The corporate existence shall commence with the_fifidg qffhese
Articles of Incorporation. Lo
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ARTICLE IV, T R

PURPOSE (s e

it 2 &7

The purposes for which the Corporation was formed are: '_""c,: o &
o faz S .
(a) The Corporation is organized exclusively for any and all chantable; refigious,

educational, scientific and literary, including for such purposes, the making of distributions to
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). To
the extent consistent with the preceding sentence and permissible under Florida law, the purpose
of this Corporation shall include, but shall not be limited to, the study, provision, growth,
propagation, expansion and safeguarding of seagrass and its ecosystems, habitats and environment.

(b) The Corporation may receive and administer funds for such charitable purposes, al}
for the public by bequest, devise, gift, purchase, or lease, either absolutely or in trust for such
objects and purposes or any of them, any property, real, personal or mixed. without limitation as



1o amount of value, except such limitations, if any, as may be imposed by law; to sell, lease,
convey, and dispose of any such property and to invest and reinvest the principal thereof, and to
deal with and expend the income therefrom for any of the before-mentioned purposes, without
limitation, except such limitations, if any, as may be contained in the instrument under which such
property is received, to receive any property, real, personal mixed, in trust, under the terms of any
will, deed of trust, or other trust instrument for the foregoing purposes or any of them, and in
administering the same to carry out the directions, and exercise the powers contained in the trust
instrument under which the property is received including the expenditure of the principal as well
as the income, for one or more of such purposes, if authorized or directed in the trust instrument
under which 1t 1s received, but no gift, bequest or devise of any such property shall be received
and accepted if it be conditioned or limited in such manner as shall require the disposition of the
income or its principal to any person or organization other than an “exempt organization” or for
other than “exempt purposes’ within the meaning of §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as now in force or afterward amended, or as shall in the opinion of the Board of Directors,
Jeopardize the federal income tax exemption of the Corporation pursuant to §501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now in force or later amended; to receive, take title 10, hold,
and use the proceeds and income of stocks, bonds, obligations, or other securities of any
corporation or corporations, domestic or foreign, but only for the foregoing purposes, or some of
them, and, in general, to exercise any, all and every power for which a non-profit corporation
organized under the applicable provisions of the Florida Statutes for charitable purposes, all for
the public welfare, can be authorized to exercise, but only 1o the extent the exercise of such powers
are in furtherance of exempt purposes.

(©) No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be
distributable to, its directors, officers, or other private persons, except that the Corporation shall
be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make
payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in these Articles. No substantial
part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise
attempting to influence legislation (except that, if the Corporation so elects, it may make such
expenditures in conformity with § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code) and the Corporation
shall not participate in or intervene in (including publishing or distribution of statements) any
political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, anv candidate for public office.
Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall not carry on any other
activities not permitted to be carried on: (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal Income Tax -
under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provig’on of any
future United States Internal Revenue Law), or (b) by a corporation, contributionsﬂj}vh@ are
deductible under § 170(c)(2) of the Intemal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the quge:eSpacl_.uding,

provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). o E 71
s

(d) To do all and everything necessary. suitable and proper for the accoj_rjﬁglshmgnt ojf“..
any of the purposes or the attainment of any of the objccts or the furtherance of any’df the powers :
earlier set forth, either alone or in association with other corporations, firms, or indiy:if:lqualsyand te
do every other act or acts; thing or things, incidental or appurienant to or groiﬁ'qé oygrof or
connected with the aforesaid objects or purposes of any part of parts thereof, provided the same

are not inconsistent with the laws under which this Corporation is organized.



ARTICLE V.
BYLAWS

Except as otherwise provided therein, the Bylaws of this Corporation shall be made, altered
and rescinded by a majority vote of the Board of Directors voting at any regular Board of Directors

meeting or at a special meeting called for that purposec.

ARTICLE VL.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The affairs of this Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Directors and by such other
officers of the Corporation as the Corporation may hereafier see fit to name and designate as
provided in the Bylaws. The number of Direclors may be increased or decrecased from time to
time as provided in the Bylaws of the Corporation, but shall never be less than three (3) voting
members. The initial Board of Directors shall consist of three (3) Directors hereinafter named:

Name Address

Jay M. Tanner Post Office Box 7034
Lakeland, Florida 33807-7034
David Boozer Post Office Box 1519
Lakeland, Florida 33882-1519
3436 Powerline Road

Craig Watson
Lithia, Florida 33547

The method of election of Directors shall be set forth in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIL.
INITIAL REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

. The address of the initial registered office of the Corporation is 6611 Hayter Drive,
Lakeland, Florida 33813-3578, and the name of the Corporation’s initial registered agent at that

address is Jay M. Tanner.
ARTICLE VIII.

AMENDMENTS
Any amendments 1o these Articles of Incorporation shall be adopted in the manner set forth
in the Bylaws. Y s
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ARTICLE IX.
DISSOLUTION

In the event of the dissolution of this Corporation, any assets of said Corporation then
remaining shall be distributed to such organizations as shall qualify under Section 501(¢)(3) of the

Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended.

ARTICLE X.
CHARITABLE PURPOSE

This organization is organized exclusively for charitable purposes within the meaning of
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as hereafter amended.

ARTICLE XI.
INCORPORATOR

The name and address of the Incorporator is:

Jay M. Tanner
6611 Havter Drive
Lakeland, Florida 33813-3578
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[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank. The signature page follows. ]



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Incorporator of the Corporation has executed

these Articles of Incorporation this le_dav of June, 2023.

er, Incorporator

ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTERED AGENT

THE UNDERSIGNED, HAVING BEEN NAMED AS REGISTERED AGENT AND TO
ACCEPT SERVICE OF PROCESS FOR THE ABOVE STATED CORPORATION AT THE
PLACE DESIGNATED IN THE FOREGOING ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, HEREBY
ACCEPTS THE APPOINTMENT AS SUCH REGISTERED AGENT AND AGREES TO ACT
IN THIS CAPACITY. THE UNDERSIGNED FURTHER AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE

PROVISIONS QOF ALL FLORIDA STATUTES RELATING TO THE PROPER AND
COMPLETE PERFORMANCE OF THE UNDERSIGNED'S DUTIES. THE UNDERSIGNED
I AND ACCEPTS

FURTHER CERTIFIES THAT THE UNDERSIGNED IS FAMILIAR W]
THE OBLIGATIONS OF SUCH POSITION AS REGISTERED AGENT,/)

SIGNATURE: ;
Jay M. Tanner,

Registered Agent

Date Signed: June l6 , 2023.
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