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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
ST THONMAS AQUINAS CATITOLTC CHURCH BARTOW, INC.

The undersigned, with other persens heing desirous of forming a corporation lor religious
purposes under the provisions ol Chapter 617 of the Flovida Statules. do agree to the foliowing:
ARTICLIE T
NAME AND ADDRESS

The name of the corporaion shall be: ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCEH
BARTOW, INC. ("Corporation”™ oy “Partsh™) and the sireer and mailing address of #ts principal
office 18 1303 E. Miann Road, Bartow, 1L 33830,

ARTICEE 1]
PURPOSEES

This Corporation is organized as a corparation not [or profit s shadl be 1) subject w.and
operaicd oxclusively for religious and educational purposes. 1) subject 0 and operated in
conformance with the rules, reguiations, and standards established and permitted under Sections
L7706} 2y and 301 () 3) of the Internal Revenue Code ol 1986, as mnended. and 10D vperated and
conducied ie conformance with the Code of Canon Law of the Roman Cathelic Chureh (Canon
Law”) and the policies and rules of the Roinan Catholic Diecese of Oriando {"Diocese™). which s
recognized by Canon Law as a portion of the people of God which i entrusied w the Bishop of
the Diogese who is the person duly appointed, according o the norm of Canon Lase ("Bishop™).
Within the framework and limitations ol the foregeing, this Corporation is organized and shalt be
operated as a definite community of the Christian faithiul of the Parish for the implemeniaidn of
the mission of the Catholic Church and to establish. receive and mainiain a fund or funds for the
opcrational support ot the Parish; o that end, (o teke and receive by gilt, grant, bequest. devise or
otherwise anv and all property of any sort or nature, without Hntitation as to amount or viluge, axd
to manage, administer, invest, reinvest, and dispose of the same: to adminisier endowiment funds:
from time 1o ime pay and appiv the funds and properiy of the Corparation. including the principai
as well as incame thereof, for the exclusive support of the Parish. Te the extent perniitted by law,
to do any other things as are incidental 10 the powers of the Carpuration or necessary or desirable
in order io accamplish ihe purposes of the Corporation. all in accordance with Canon Law,

TERM OF EXISTENCE

This Corporation is Lo extst perpeiually.

ARTICLE 1V
COMMENCEMENT OF EXISTENCL

The Corporation shail be deemed 1o commmence its exisience on the date of filing with the
Scereiary of State of Fiorida,
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RESERVATION OF POWERS TO MEMBICR

The Corporation is an apoestelate of the Roman Catholic Chureh and as such. Canon Law
requires that certiin rights shoulkl be reserved 1w the Menrsber. Therclore. thie following nignis are
speciiteally reserved 1o the Member. subject o applicanle Canen Law:

{w) The approval of the Canonical Statuies of the Parish and ihe rehigious
phitosaphy or purpese of the Corporation shall be approved by ithe Member:

() Carporate sropeity mav not be sold, encumbered, ar otherwise alienawed
without the express wrilten approval of the Member,

(¢) The Corporation may not be merged or dissalved without ihe express
written approval of the Member; and T

() Any additional rights as may from time o time be provided  for by
applicable law, Canon Law. or the Corporation’s Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI .
QUALLFICATION OF MIEMBER '

The Member af this Corporation shall be the Most Reverend John G Noonan, as Bishop
of the Diccese of Orlando. and his successors inoffice. Inthe absence of the Bishop, the diocesan
administraior yede vacente shall assume the role as Member, until 2 suceessar diocesan bishop has
taken Canonical possession ot the Diocese of Orlando.

ARTICEL VI
INCORPORATOR

The name and address of the incorporator o these Articles of Incorporation is: Eugeniusz
Grytner, 1305 B Mann Road, Bartow, FL 33830,

ARTICLE VI
QFFICTIRS

Seetion 1. The oflicers ol the Corporation shall be a President, one or more Vice Presidents, a
peetion b, i :
Secretary. a Treasurer. anv additional Assistant Sceretaries or Treasurers, and such other officers
as may be provided in the Bylaws, A person may hold more than one ofifice at onc time.

Scction 2. The inital oflicers i the Corporation shali be appuointed and removed by the Board of
Divectors, as provided mihe Corporation’s byiaws (CBylaws™).

4801-2344-3919 |
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ARTICLE IN
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The business aifairs of this Corparttion shall be managed by the Board of Directors. This
Carporation shall have thiree Divectors instaliv . The number ol directors muay be inerepsed or
decreasad from thine to tmae in acenvdance with the Byeliaws, but shall never be less than three oy
more than nine. Direciars shall be appoinied and removed as provided 1o the Corporation’s Bylaws.

ARTICLE X
BYL.AWS

The Board of Direciors shall adopt the Bylaws Tor the conduct of the Corporation's
husiness and the carrving oul of Hs surposes.
ARTICLE X1
ANMENDMENTS

These Articles of Incorporation may be restated and/or amended only upon a megjoriiy
vale of the Board of Directors st any regular or special meeting catled for that purpose, and.in
decordance with the Bylaws. )

ARTICLE XN
CONDUCT O AFEATRS

The business and atfairs of the Corporation shail be conducied in o mamer consistent witli
Canon Law, the religions direciives and pelicies of the Diocese, all applicable divectives and
cachings of the Roman Catholic Churely, and the provisions of the Articles ol Incorporation and
Bvlaws of this Corporation.

ARTICLIE NITE
LIMITATIONS ON ACTIVITIES

No part ol the net carnings of the Corporation shall e 1o the beneiii ol ur be
distributable to, its members, directors, officers. or other private persons, exceps the Corporation
shalt be avthorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and 1o
make payinents and distributions in furtherance of the purposcs of the Corporation. No substantial
part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrving on of prepaganda, or otherwise
attempiing, to influence legislation. and the Carporation shall not participate in, or intervene i
(inciuding the publishing or distribution of statemenis) any poliical campaign oo hehall of any
candidate for public oflice. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articies., the Corporation
shall not carry an any other activities not permitied to be carried on by a Corporation exemipt irom
Federal Income ax under section S0HO3) of the Iniernal Revernue Code of TURO {as amended).
or by an arganizatton contrtbutions o which are deductible under Seetion 170} 2) of the Internal
Revenue Code ol FO8H {as amended).
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ARTICLE X1V
DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION

No persan, firm or Corporation shall ever receive any dividends or profits fram the
undertaking of this Corporation and upan dissolution of this orgenizasion alt of'its assels remaining
after paveient ol all costs and expenses ot such dissoluiton shall be distribumed o organizaiions
selected by the Member which have qualified for exemption under Seciion .‘)f.)ltcj{‘)J or other
sections ol the Internad Revenue Code.

ARTICLIL XV
INITIAL REGISTERED OFEFEICE AND AGENT

Fhe streel v;i(!rcx‘ﬂ ef the mitial registered office of this Corporation is 3¢ East Robinson
Street, Orlando, FIL 32801, and the neme of the indilel registered agent of this Corparation ai the
address is Kevin (.nsu_\'.

IN WITNESS WIHEREOP, 1. the undersigied subscribing incorporator, have fercunio sct
my hand and scal this 7th day of February, 2023, for the purpose of torming this Corporation nat
for profit under the laws of the State of Florida,

Eugeniusz Gry

. -

ACCEPTANCE BY REGISTERED AGIENT

Having heen named as regisicred agent to accept service of process {ar the ahove-stated
Corporation, at the oifice siated wbove. D am famittiar with and accept the appoiniment as registered
agent and agree to act in this capacity and comply with the provisions relative w keeping said
office apen.
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