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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
or
FORWARD 1, INC,

1, the undersigued, being the Incorporator of FORWARD 1, INC., a Florida not for profit
corporation, hereby file the following Articles of Incorporation (the “Articles of Incorporatian”)
that comply with the requirements of Plorida Statutes Chapter 617 (Florida Not For Profit

Corporation Ach):

ARTICLE I- NAMIL,

The name of the Corporation 18 FORWARD |, INC., a Florlda not for profit corporation
(hercinafter the “Corporation™),

ARTICLE 1I- REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT AND
PRINCIPAL PLACE, QF BUSINESS AND MATLING ADDRESS
-]

The roglstered office of the Corporation shall be looated at 201 East Kennedy Boulova§ Suite &3
600, Tampa, Florida 33602, aud the initial registered apent of the Corporation at tlwt;l;d_@ress ~a

1
nr

shall be Ricardo L. Gilmore, Esquire. ==
LS =
Y-
The principal place of business and the mailing address of the Corporation shall be: FOW_?.RD&}’
1, INC,, 2653 Avenue C S.W., Winter Haven, FL. 33880, mo,
.-
—~w X
S5 N
ARTICLE IJ1 - PURPOSES AND POWIRS =
M —-
™ %)

The general nature of the objects, purposes, powers, and limitations of the Corporatior}- shall be

as follows:
ITEM (a) [S WHAT THE CLIENT SENT US

(8)  to engage in or assist in the development of and empower opportunities to the
underseevod population, to bulld back their communities through entreprenaurship. Mission to
ignlte the talent in underserved populations of non-traditional aspiring entreprencurs by helping
them realize their business dreams, simultancously rebullding their communltles commercially.
Will serve a8 a business accolerator and pro-sacs venture fund, prlinarily located in, but not
limited to, Winter Haven, Flotlda and also developments in the surrounding sreas of Polk
County, Florida;

(b) to act as an instrumentality of the Winter Haven Housing Authority (hereinafter
the “Authority™) and solicit funds and/or re-invest on its behalf to benefit and support the

programs and goals of the Authority;
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(c) to operatc in any manner for such nonprofit, charitable, und/or cducational
purposes as wil! qualify the Corporation as a cheritable organizetion cxempt from federal income
tax undor Internal Rovenue Code Section 501{(c)(3);

(d)  to accept & substantial part of its support (exclusive of income received in the
exercise ot performance by such organization of its charitable, educalional or other purpose or
function constituting the basis for Its exemptian) from a governmental unit or from direct or
indirect contributions from the general public, the Corporation's orgenlzers, corporations,
foundations, and any other public or private sources;

(¢)  to generally perform any function necessary to engage in any Jawful purpose or
purposes not for pecunlary profit;

6] no part of the earnings of the Corporatlon shell inure to the benefit of or be
distributable to its members, officers or other private persons, eXcept that the Corparation may be
guthorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and produots
purchased and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes hereinafler sol
forth. No substantinl part of the octivities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of
propaganda or olherwise attempting w0 influence legisiation, end the Corporation shall not
participate in or intervenc in (including the pubtishing or distribution of stutements) any political
campaign on behaif of any candidate for public office;

(& notwithstanding any other provisions of these Articles, the Corporation shall not
carry on any other activities not pormitted to be carmicd on (i) by a corporation cxcmﬁ[fom
fodoral income tax under Soction 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenuo Code of 1986 or (iiFby-an
organization, contributions to which arc deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of such Coﬁ'as it

now exists or as It may be amended; o

{h) the Corporation will distribute Its income for each tax year at such time‘fﬁggf in
such manner as not 1o become subjeot to the tax on undistributed income impased by Sgetion
4942 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or comesponding section of any other fcdegljax

=

{] the Corporation will not engago in any aot of self-dealing as defined in Seetton
4941(d) of ths Internal Revenue Codo of 1986 or carresponding scction of any future foderal tax
code without providing for fair, edequate, and reasonable compensation;

) the Carporation will not retaln any excess businesy holdings as defined in Section

4943(c) of the Internal Revenuc Code of 1986 or corresponding seotion of any future federal tax
code;

cade;

(k)  the Corporation will not make any investments in such manner as to subject it to
tax under Section 4944 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or corresponding section of any

future faderal tax codo; and
Q)] the Corporation will not make any texeble cxpenditures as defined in Section

4945(d) of the Internal Revenue Cods of 1986 or correspanding scotian of any future fedoral tax
cade.

The Corporation shall have the power to:

(a) have succession by its corpotate name for the period set forth in its Articles of

Incarporation;
(b)  sue and be sued und appear and dofend In all ections und proceedings in its

2
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corporate name to the same exient as a natural person;

() adopt and use a common corparate scal and alter the same provided, liowever,
that such seal shall always contain the wotds “not for profit corporation,”

{d) elect or appoint such officers and egents as Its alfairs shall require and allow then
reasonable compensation, if 50 voted by 2 majority of the Dircctors of the Corporation;

(¢)  adopi, changs, amend, and repeal bylaws, not inconsistent with law or its Artleles
of Incorporation, for the administration of the affairs of the Corporation and the exercise of its
corporate powers,

® make contreats and incur liabilities, borrow money at such rates of intorest as the
Corporation may determine, issug notes, bonds, and other obligations, and sccure any of its
abligations by mortgage and pledge of all or any of Its propetty, franchises or income;

(g)  conduct its affairs, carry on its operations, and have offices and exercise the
powers granted herein in any state, territory, distrlot or possession of the United States or any
foreign country,

(h)  purchass, take, review, leass, teke by gift, dovise or bequest or otherwise acquire,
own, hold, improve, use or otherwise deal in and with real or personal property or any intorest
therein, wherever sitnated;

(i acquire, oitjoy, ut!lize, and dispose of potents, copyrights, ond trademarks and any
licenses and other tights' or interests thereundor or therein;

M sell, convey, mortgege, pledge, lense, exchange, transfer or otherwise dispose of
all or eny purt of its property and assets;

(k)  purchase, taks, receive, subsoribo for or otherwise acquire, own, hold, vote, use,
employ, sell, mortgege, lend, pledge or otherwise dispose of and otherwise use and deal in and
with, shares and other interests in, or obligations of other domestic or forelgn corporations,
whether for profit or not for profit, sssociations, partnerships or individuals or direct or indiioct
obligations of the United States or of any other govornment, state, tetrltory, govemmental
district, municipality or of any instrumentality thereof;

0] fend money for its corporate purposes, Invest and reinvest its funds, and take and
hold rea) and porsonal proporty as security for the payment of funds so loaned or invested,

{m) make donations and work together with public or private entities to encourage and
facilitate the provision of affordable housing opportunities (o persons and families of fow and
moderate incoms, for the public welfare, and for rellgious, charitable, scientific, educatlonel or
other similar purposes;

(n)  have and exercise all powers necessary or canvenient to effect any or all of the
purposes for which the Corporation ig organized; and '

(o)  the above stated powers shell In no way be a limltatlon of those corporate powers
set forth in Florida Statutes Section 617,0302, which powers are included herein by reference.

TICLE IV - MEMBERS

The Corporation shall have no members and no stockholders.

ARTICLE V - EXISTENCE,
The existencs of the Corporation shall be porpetual.

{((H22000224112 3)))
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RTICLE VI -~
The affairs of the Corparation sholl bo managed by the Board of Dircotors, which initially shall
consist of the following five (5) members, who are all Commissioners of the Authority:

AME ADDRESS
Muriel Thome 2653 Avenue C 8.W.
Winter Haven, FL 33880
Breeui K. Hicks 2653 Avenue C 8. W,
Winter Haven, FL 33880 —_
o Ao
e RS
Jimmie Leo Hudson 2653 Avenue C S.W. Lo ™
Winter Haven, FL. 33880 A &0
= - b= g
e _—
James B. [logan 2653 Avenus CS.W, g o i
Winter Haven, FL 33880 M -
O
Kyree Wilson 2653 Avenus C S.W, o= & O
Winter Haven, FL 33880 ~=
om =
= )

The number of Directors may ba raised ot lowered to correspond to the number who serve on the
Board of Commissioners of the Authority, but shall in no casc be less than three (3). The Board
of Directors must be compnsed of the then current Board of Comunissioncers of the Authority, and
any and all members of the Board of Directors are only eligible 10 serve as long as thoy ere

current Board members of the Authority,

E YVII. BYLAWS

The bylaws of the Corporation shall be made and adopted by the Board of Direclors and may be
amended, altered or rescinded by & majorily of the entire Board of Dircctors present at eny

regular or spocial meeting called for that purpose.

RTICLE - DISSOLUTION
Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making
provision for the payment of all of the llabllities of the Corporation, dispose of all of the assets of
the Corporation exelusively for the purpose of the Corporation by transferring such assets to any
chavitable, scientific, religious or educetional organization as shall at the time quality as an
exempt organization or organizations under Scction 301(c)(3) of the Internal Revenuo Codo of
1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United Slates Revenve Law), or to any
gavernmental or other entltios with purposes similer to the Corporation’s, such disposition to be
as the Board of Directors shall determino, Any assets remaining after such disposition by the
Board of Directors shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of the county in which the
Curporation’s principal offices are focated, pursuant to the procedures for judiciel dissolution,

Ploride Statutes Section 617.1431,

(((H22000224112 )%
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ARTICLE IX - INCORPORATOR(S)

The name and address of the Incorporator of thess Articles of Incorporation is as follows:

NAME ADDRESS
>, B3
Lisa Jones Watkins 2653 Avenue C S.W, AR
Executive Director & Secretary Winter Heven, FL 33880 A
»- = —_
ETIEEY- S
ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS A oy
- g o I
-
Amendments to the Articles of [noorporauon shall be adopted by a majority of the cnug E_!gaui% -
of Dircctors at any regular or special meeting called for that purpose, ==
=7

%’NESS OF THE FOREGOING, I heroby set my hand this of ™ “day of
, 2022,

FORWARD 1, INC,, a Florida not for profit

corporation
TAsa Jones gﬁ atking
Executive Director & Secretary
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF 'OLK
The foregoing inatrument kn ged before me by meuns of ﬂyaicnl presencs ot [J
online notarization thi Ay O , 2022, by Lisa Jones Watking, end she

executed the foregoing Artlcles off Ancorporation as Exocutive Director & Sccrc
FORWARD 1, INC., a Florida not foFprofit corporation. She is personally known to me haa

produced e o5 identification: @“‘ ‘7//7

e =~ NotaTy Public, SlatcB lorida -~
A f‘/ 4&(

aufr '3 cﬁ'

Print/Stamp Namc

M, SHAURIE HUHES MATHEWS

S MY COMMISSION 8 MH 083509

K &' EXPIRES: Mareh 2, 3028
RS(dec Benxdod Thry o
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CERTIFICATE
That FORWARD [, INC,, desiring to organize under the Jaws of the State of Florida,
with its principal office at 2653 Avenue C S.W., City of Winter Haven, County of Polk, State of
Florida 33480, has named Ricardo L. Qilmore, Esq., located at 201 East Kenncdy Boulevard,

Suite 600, City of Tampa, County of Hillsborough, State of Florida 33602, as its reglstered agent
lo uccept service of proeess within this State.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Having been named to accept service of process {or the above-named Cotporation, at the
place designated in }P‘ Certificate the undersigned agrees to act in this capacity and agrees to
fththe p igha-of Florida law relative 1o keeping designated offioe open,

VLS 30 e ayanc
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