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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
THE RISING START FOUNDATION, INC.

(A Not for Profit Corporation Qrganized
Under Chapter 617, Florida Statutes, the "Act")

Article I
NAME

The name of the organization shall be THE RISING START FOUNDATION, INC,
(hercinafter called the “Corporation™).

Artiele I
FFICE A R ING ADDR

The address of the principal office and the mailing address of the Corporation is 9119 SW
162" Street, Paimetto Bay, Florida 33157-3587,

Articlg I1]
A R1 NS

Section 1. Purposes. The Corporation is a not-for-profit corporation that is
exclusively organized and shall be exclusively operated for charitable, scientific, literary or
educational purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of thc Intcrnal Revenye Code of
1986, as amended, or the corresponding subsequent federal tax law (the "Code™), and not for
pecuniary profit.

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing permitied purposes, the Corporation’s
primary function is to provide to its students formal instruction that is high-quality, accessible and
specialized in order to aid neurodiverse individuals in the transition from school life to adulthood
and to help them live full and productive lives. The Corporation provides a transformative
educational experience to learning that helps individuals who lcamn differently to accomplish their
goals.

The Corporation may carry on such other activities in furtherance of and support of the
foregoing purposes as are lawful and proper for corporations formed under the Act and Section
501(c)(3) of the Code as provided in the Bylaws of the Corporation.

Section 2, Restrictjons.

(a)  No part of the net eamings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of,
or be distributable to, its directors, officers or other private persons, nor shall the Corporation’s
assets or earnings be expended for the benefit of anyone other than a recipient of funds for
charitable, educational, litcrary or scientific purposes, it being intended that ail such carnings and
assets shall be used and expended solely for the purposes stated in section 501{c)(3) of the Code.
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The Corporation shall, however, be authorized and empowered to pay rcascnable compensation
for personal services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of any of its

purposes.

(b)  No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying
on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation (except as otherwise provided
in subsection (h} of the section 501 of the Code), and the Corporation shall not participate or
intervenc in (including the publishing or distributing of statements) any political campaign on
behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.

(©) In the event the Corporation is characterized as a private foundation within
the meaning of section 509 of the Code, the Corporation, during such period of characterization:

{i Shall distribute its income for each tax year at a time and in a manner
as not to become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposed by section 4942 of the Code.

(i) Shall not engage in any act of self-dealing es defincd in section
4941(d) of the Code.

(i) Shall not retain any excess business holdings as defined in section
4943(c) of the Code.

(iv)  Shall not make any investments in a manner as (o subject it to tax
under section 4944 of the Code.

(v)  Shall not make any taxablc expenditures as defined in section
4945(d) of the Code.

(d)  WNotwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the Corporation shall
not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on (i) by a corporation exempt from federal
income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Code or (ii) by a corporation contributions to which are
deductible under section 170(¢)(2) of the Code.

Article 1V
NONDISCRIMINATRY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

The Corporation admits students of any race, color, national and cthnic origin to all the
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the
school. 1t does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in
administration of its cducational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs,

Article
INITIAL REGISTERE FFICE AND AGENT

The street address of the initial registered office of the Corporation is 9119 SW 162" Street,

Palmetio Bay, Florida 33157-3587, and the name of the Corporation’s initial registered agent at
that address is Maria Alejandra Mejia.
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Article V1
BOARD QF DIRECTORS
The business and affairs of the Corporation shall be managed through a boards of directors
comprised of Directors. The number of Directors may be increased or decreased from time to time
in accordance with the Bylaws of the Corporation, but there shall never be fewer than three

Directors. The manner of election and removal of directors shalt be regulated by the Bylaws of
the Corporation.

Anticle Vil
INCORPORATOR
The name and address of the person signing these Articles of Incorporation is:

Maria Alejandra Mejia
9119 SW 162" Street
Palmetto Bay, Florida 33157-3587

Article VIII
DISSQLUTION

Upon the dissolution or winding up of the Corporation, its assets remaining after payment,
or provision for payment, of all debts and liabilities of the Corporation shall be distributed to one
or more not-for-profit funds, foundations, or corporations sclected by the Board of Directors that
are organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational
purposes and that have established their federal tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Code, or the corresponding subsequent tax law. To the extent reasonably possible, the Board of
Directors shall selest one or more of such organizations (satisfying the requirements of the
preceding sentence) having purposes and activities which are the same as or similar to those
purposes and activities of the Corporation enumerated in Article 11,

Article IX
AMENDMENT

These Articles of Incorporation may be altered, amended, repealed, and new Articles of
Incorporation adopted in accordance with procedures established in the Bylaws of the Corporation.

Aricle X
EFFF, DA

The effective date of the filing of these Articles of Incorporation shall be the date of filing
with the Florida Department of State Division of Corporations.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Incorporator has executed these Articles of
Incorporation on this 3" day of August, 2021.

Maria Alejandra Mejia
Ingorporator

BviAd+ Nn urinan2asnng?
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CERTIFICATE OF REGISTERED AGENT AND REGISTERED OFFICE

That The Rising Start Foundation, Inc. desiring to organize as a not-for-profit
corporation under the laws of the State of Florida, has named Maria Alejandra Mejis as its
registered agent and 9119 SW 162" Strest, Palmetto Bay, Florida 33157-3587, as its registered
office.

ACKNQWLEDGMENT:

Having been named as registered agent for The Rising Start Foundation, Inc, on whom
process may be served, T hereby agree to act in this capacity, and 1 further agree to comply with
the provisions of all statutes relative to the proper and complete performance of my duties, and [
am familiar with and accept the duties and obligations of this position.

Dated this 3@ day of August, 2021,

A

Maria AleJan jia,
Registered Agent

4837-7926-8048, v, 1
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