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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION [T
OF v
WEST ENGLISH CONGREGATION OF
JEHOVAN'S WITNESSES, TAMPA, FLORIDA, INC. 2
Executed by the undersighed fot the-purpose of forming a not for profit corporation under
Chapter 617, Florida Statutes, the Florida Not for Profit Corpamtion. Act:

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this corporation is West English Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses,
Tampa, Florida, Inc. (the “Corporation™), a Florida not for profit corporation.

ARTICLETI . PURPOSES
The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are:
Religious, educational and charitable purposes within the meaning-of §50].(c){3) of the

Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding Section of any future United States Internal
Revenue law), including the making of distributions to organizations that. qualify as exernpt

organizations under §501(c)3) of the Intermnal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (or the:

corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revénue Law).

The Corporation shall promote, encourage, foster and engage in the dissemination of
religious and moral teaching and instruction and provide a place of worship for the benefit of
Jehovah's Witnesses in and around the State of Florida and those who desire to attebd such worship
conducted by Jehoveh's Witnesses in order to learn the truths of the faith and beliéfs of Yehovah’s:
Witnesses, which are based upon the Bible, the written word of Almighty God, Jehovah, through
all legitimate means, by-serving as a church. In geaerel; to de ady and all acts and things, and to
exercise any and all powcrs which now or hereafter aré lawful-for the Corporation to do or exercise

under and pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida for the purpose of accomplisting any of the
purposes of the Corporation.

The purposes for which this Corporation is organized shall be limited to those which are
strictly charitable, including advancément of religion. In no cvent shall this Corporation engage in
any activity which would be contrary to the purposes and activities: (1) permitted 10 be engaged
in by any organization the activities of which arc cxempt from federal incomic tax imder Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or (2) of a corporation, contributions to which
arc deductible under Section 170(cX2) of the Intearnal’ Revenue Code. of 1986, as hereafter
amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thereunder.

The Corporation shall not engage, nor skal) amy of its furids, property, or iricome be used,
in carrying on propaganda or otherwise attempting to ‘influence Jegislation, nor shall the
Corporation participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of statements)
any political éaimpaigi on behalf of any candidate for public office, nor shall the Corporation
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engage in subversive activities. The Corporation shall not conduct its business.or affairs in such a
manner as to discriminate against any person on the basig of race, color, 3¢x, or age.

The Corporation shall not be operated for the primary purpose of carrying on an unrelated
wade or business as defined in Section 513 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, -as hereafter
amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thereunder.

No compensation shall b paid to any Member, officef, Director, incorporator or organizer
of the Corporation or substantial contributor to it except as & reascnable allowance for services
actually rendered to or for the Corporation,

The Corporation is organized to serve public intcrests. Accordingly, it shall not be operated
for the benefit of private interests.

It is the specific intention of the Corporation’ that the purposes fnd application of the
Corporation be as broad as permitted by the Florida -Not For Profit Corporation Act; Section
617.030{, Florida Statates, but only to the extent that the Corporation qualifies as a tax exempt
organization within the meaning of Section 501(cX3) and Section 170 of the Code.

ARTICLE 001 - POWERS

The Comporation. shall have all the powers granted to not for profit corporations
under the laws of the State of Florida which are necessary or convenient to effect any and all
purposes for which the Corporation is organized. In no event, however, shall the Corporation have
or exercise any power which would cause it not to qualify as a tax-exempt qrganization under
Section 501(c)(3) or Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as hereafter amended, end
the applicable rules and regulations thereurider; nor shall the Corpomtion engage directly or
indirectly in any activity which would cause the loss of such. qualification. No part of the assets or
the net camings, current or accumulated, of the Corporation shall inure to the beacfit of any private:
individual.

ARTICLE IV — MEMBERS

The Corporation shall have one or more classes of members. The designation of such class
or classes, the qualifications and rights of the members of each-class, any quorum and voting.
requirements for meetings and activities of the members, and notice requirements sufficient 1o
provide notice' of meetings aud activitics of the members shall be-as provided in the bylaws of the
Corporation. No member shall be personally Hable for eny debts, liabilities, or obligations of the
Corporation.

ARTICLE V - TERM OF EXISTENCE

The Corporation shall have perpetual existence.
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ARTICLE VI — OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

The affairs of the Corporation shall be mensged by the Board.of Directors sibject to the
conditions set forth herein. The number of Directors and the manner of their election and removal
shall be set forth in the Bylaws of this Corporation. Directors may be re-lected to serve

subsequent terms, To the extent pcrmlttcd by law, no Director shall be personally liable. for any
-detrts, limbilities, or obligations of the Corporation.

The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, one (1).0r more Vice Presidents,
a Secretary, a Treasurer, and, at thie diseretion of the Board of ) Directors, a Chauman of the Board
The mamner of election and removal of officers shall be sct forth in the Bylaws of this Corporation.
Officers may be re-clected to serve subsequent terms. To the. extent périnitted by law, no officer
shall be personally lisble for any debts, liabilities, or obligations of the Corparation.

ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DPIRECTORS

The number of persons constituting the initial Board of Directors of the Corporation shall
be three (3). The names and addresses of the persons elected to serve as Directors until the next
election pursuant to the Bylaws of the Corportion are as follows:

Name: Address:
Sam Villargsa 3419 W, Grace Strect, Tampa, Florida 33607
Ramon Hemnandez 3005 W. Leroy Strect, Tampa, Florida 33607
Davicel Avellan 3104 W. Cordetia Street, Tampa, Florida-33607

ARTICLE VIII - BYLAWS

The Bylaws of the Corporation shall be initially approved by majority vote of the Board of
Directors. The Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed, from time to time, in whole or in-part,
by majority vote of the Board-of Directors then in office, subject to the approval.of the Elders, if
any, that are then serving. Any Bylaw provision that, by it8 terms, requires the vote of a larger
proportion of the Dircctors than is otherwise required by the Florida Not for Profit Corporation
Act, shall not be altered, amended, or repealed except by such greater vote,

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS TO THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

The Corporation reserves the right 10 amend or repeal any provisions contained in these
Articles of Incorporation or any amendment hereto. Said amendment shall be prepered and
approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Board of Directors of the Corporation, subject
1o the approval of the Elders, No amendment-ghall be allowed which would in any way jeopardize
the Corporation’s tex exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of Section 170 of the Inteinal Reveniie
Code of 1986, as hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thercunder.
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ARTICLE X - DISSOLUTION

Upon the liquidation or dissolution of the Corporation, its assets, if any, remaining afer
payment (or provision for payment) of all Liabilities of the Corporation, shall be distribured to
Waitchtower Bible and Tract Society of New Yo'rk, Inc., a New York not for-profit corporation,.
provided that it ig still ‘in existence and that it is still organized and operated exchusively- for
religious and charitable purposes and is tax. exempt under Section 50T(c)(3) -of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations therennder.
No assets will be deemed to be received by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York,
Inc: until such acceptance is evidenced in writing. [f Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New
York, Inc., is not then still in existence and opeiated cxclusively for rchglous and charitable
purposes and tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Interna! Revenuc Code of 1986, as
hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thercunder, then said assets shall be
distributed to any organization designated by the ecclesiastical governing body of Jehoveh’s
Witnesses that is operated exclusively for religious and charitable-purposes and tax exempt under
Section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as hereafter amended, and the applicable
rules and repulations thereunder. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be distritnted by the
Circuit Court of the county in which the principal offiee of the Carporation is Jocated to snch
organizstion or organizations as said Couri shall determime. No part of the assets or the net
camnings, cutrent or accumulated, of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of a private
individual.

ARTICLE X1 - REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT
The street address of the registered office of this Corporation js:

3005 W. Leroy Street
Tarapa, Florida 33667

The name of the registered agerit of this Corporation is:

Ramon Hernandaz

ARTICLE XII - CORPQRATION'S PRINCIPAL OFFICE
AND.MAILING ADDRESS

The principal office and mailing address of the Corporation is 6225 N. Grady Avenue,
Tampa, Florida 33614.
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ARTICLE XII1 - INCORPORATOR

The following is the name and strect address of the-incorporator who signed the original

Articles of Incorporation:
Ramon Hemandez
3005 W. Leroy Street
Tampa, Florida 33607
IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the undersigned has cxccuted Articles of Incorporation
this 13" day of May 2019.
Ramon H- . Incorporator

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

The foregoing Articles of Incorporation -wcrm?:@wledgcd before me-this .1'?\;“‘“ day of
May 2019, by Ramon Hemnandez, incorporator, K3 who is personally known to me or O who'
produced a Florida driver's license as identificsfion and who did not take an odth, -

(Affix Notary Seal) A\ Lw\ B (ll‘m

TARY PUBLIC, State of ‘ﬂ%ida '
Print Name: \, owe! |
My corumission expires:

(Certificate of Acceptance As Registered Agent to Foliow)

» Notpry Publin Bota of Piorian
b A b UndsMDowel. |
3 Ny Cormiswian G3 23803
4 J Sxpires 0RTVR02ZZ
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CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE:AS REGISTERED-AGENT

The undersigned, having been named as Registered Agent and to accept service of process
for the above stated Corporation at-the place designated in the foregoing Articles of Incorporation,
hereby accepts this appointment as such Registered Agent and sigrees to act in this capacity. The
undersigned further agrees to cornply with the provisions of all statutes rolating to the proper and
complete performance of the undersigned's duties. The undersigned further cettifies that the
undersigned is familiar with and accepts the obligations of such positi 'Regigtered Agent.

Ranton Hetniandez
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