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March 24, 2016

Florida Department of State
Registration Section
Division of Corporations
P.0O. Box 6327

Tallahassee, FL 32314

Subject: Making Strides For Autism, Inc.
To Whom It May Concern:

Please find enclosed an original and (2) copies of the Articles of Incorporation for Making Strides
For Autism, Inc. . Also enclosed is a money order in the amount of $87.50 representing the filing fees for
the Articles of Incorporation, Registered Agent Designation, Certified Copy and Certificates of Status,
Please return all correspondence concerning this matter to 221 North Hogan St, Ste 318, Jacksanville, FL
32202.

If you have any questions or need any further information, please call me at your earliest
convenience, Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

(g A p—

Carrence L. Bass
Director

Making Strides For Autism ¢ 221 North Hogan Street. = Suite 318 « Jacksonville, FL 32202
Telephone: 504.580.6732 » Email: info@makingstridesforautism.org » www.makingstridesforautism.org
Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/makingstridesforautismnorthflorida



ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF

MAKING STRIDES FOR AUTISM, INC. |

The undersigned for the purpose of forming a nonprofit corporation under the Florida Not For
Profit Corporation Act, Florida Statutes Chapter 617, makes and adopts the following articles of
incorporation:
ARTICLEI
Corporate Name
The name of the corporation shall be: Making Strides for Autism, Inc., hereinafter referred to
below as the “corporation.”
ARTICLE II
Corporation Not For Profit
The corporation is a not for profit corporation under Chapter 617, Florida Statutes. The
corporation is not formed for pecuniary gain or profit. Other than the payment of reasonable
compensation ‘and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in
ArticleVIl (Purposes) of these Articles, no part of the income in or assets of the corporation is
distributable to or for the benefit of its directors, officers or members, except to the extent permissible
under these articles, under law and under 26 USCA 501 (c)(3) (referred to below as “code™). If the
corporation ever has members, no member shall have any vested right, interest or privilege in or to the
assets, income or property of the corporation and no part of the income or assets of the corporation shall
be distributable to or for the benefit of its members, except to the extent permissible under the Articles,

under law and under 26 USCA 501 (c)(3). i
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ARTICLE I1I
Address
The initial, mailing address of the corporation shall be 221 North Hogan Street #318,
Jacksonville, Florida 32202, or at any other address as may be subsequently designated and authorized by
the board of directors of the corporation. The principal office of the corporation shall be located at 4146
Woodley Creek Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32218, or at any other address as may be subsequently designated
and authorized by the board of directors of the corporation.
ARTICLE IV
Registered Agent
The name and address of the initial registered agent is Carrence L. Bass whose address is 221
North Hogan Street #318, Jacksonville, Florida 32202, who is appointed the initial registered agent of the
corporation and who is authorized to accept service of process within this State.
ARTICLE V
Duration
The duration (term) of the corporation is perpetual.
ARTICLE VI
Purposes
The corporation is organized, and shall be operated exclusively for religious, charitable and
educational purposes as described in USCA 501 (¢)(3), or corresponding provisions of any subsequent
federal tax laws (“code™), including, but not limited to, the following particular purposes:
A, To investigate the prevention of Autism Spectrum Disorders and improve and
enhance the lives of autistic individuals who are pursuing medical treatment and recovery.
B. To develop a community that supports and perpetuates a foundation dedicated to
medical research, treatment of individuals, education, awareness, and prevention of autism

spectrum disorders.




C. To solicit, collect, receive, and otherwise raise gifts and financial and other types
of contributions and to hold, expend, administer, invest, disburse, and dispose of the same and
make financial and other types of contributions and assistance to charitable, religious and
educational organizations, and in general to do all things that may appear necessary and useful in
accomplishing the purposes set out here. All of the assets and earnings shall be used exclusively
for the purposes set out here, including payment of incidental expenses; and no part of the
earnings shall inure to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.

D. The above purposes shall be construed as both objects and powers, and the
enumeration of specific purposes shall not be held to limit or restrict in any manner the powers of
this corporation.

E. This corporation shall not, as substantial part of its activities, carry on
propaganda or otherwise attempt to influence legislation; nor shall it participate or intervene (by
publication or distribution of any statements or otherwise) in any political campaign on behalf of,
or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE VII
Powers
Solely for the above purposes, the powers of the corporation shall be as enumerated in the Florida
Not For Profit Corporation Act, Chapter 617, Florida Statutes, and shal! include, but not be limited to, the
following:

A. To investigate the prevention of Autism Spectrum Disorders and improve and
improve and enhance the lives of autistic individuals-who are pursuing medical treatment and
recovery.

B. To develop a community that supports and perpetuates a foundation dedicated to
medical research, treatment of individuals, education, awareness, and prevention of autism

spectrum disorders.



C. To exercise all rights and powers conferred by the laws of the State of Florida on
nonprofit corporations, including, but not limited to, those set forth in Florida Statutes chapter
617 and the following powers: to acquire by bequest, devise, gift, grant , donation, contribution,
purchase, lease or otherwise any property of any sort or nature without limitation as to its amount
or value, and to hold, invest, reinvest, manage, use, apply, employ, sell, expend, disburse, lease,
mortgage, convey, option, donate or otherwise dispose of the property and the income, principal
and proceeds of the property.
D. To engage in and transact any other lawful activity, solely in furtherance of the
above purposes, for which non-profit corporations may be incorporated under the Florida Not For
Profit Corporation Act, and any successor or amendment to the Florida Not For Profit
Corporation Act.
E. To do any other things as are incidental to the powers of the corporation or
necessary or desirable in order to accomplish the purposes of the corporation.
ARTICLE VII1
Tax Exempt Status
It is intended that the corporation shall have and continue to have the status of a corporation that
is exempt from federal income taxation 26 USCA 501 (a) as an organization described in 26 USCA 501
(cX3) and as defined in USCA 509. These articles shall be construed accordingly, and all powers and
activities of the corporation shall be limited accordingly.
ARTICLE IX
No Membership
The corporation shall not have members and shall not issue membership certificates. The

corporations shall not issue shares of stock.




ARTICLE X
Board of Directors
There shall be a board of directors consisting of at least three individuals, Except for any
limitation imposed by these articles or the bylaws, the board of directors shall have the exclusive power
and authority to manage and control the affairs of the corporation, subject to the charitable purposes
stated herein. The initial directors shall be elected by the incorporators. After that, each director shall be
elected by majority vote of the board of directors in the manner and at the times set forth in the bylaws,
Any director may be removed by the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the board of directors. The

names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as the initial directors are:

Name Address

Bass, Carrence L, 4146 Woodley Creek Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32218
Clayton, Meochia Y. 2944 Lantana Lakes Drive West, Jacksonville, Florida 32246
Clance, Angela D. 6359 Clance Road, Keystone heights, Florida 32656
McNeill, W. Christian 4146 Woodley Creek Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32218
Copeland, Kimberly A. 11563 Sunken Meadow Court, Jacksonville, FL 32218
Foley, Mary C. 729 Lockwood Lane, St. Johns, FL 32259

Any action required or permitted to be taken by the board of directors under any provision of law
may be taken without a meeting, if all the members of the board individually or collectively consent in
writing to the action. Written consent or consents shall be filed with the minutes of the proceedings of the
board, and any action by written consent shall have the same force and effect as if taken by unanimous
vote of the directors. Any certificate or other document filed under any provision of law that relates to

action taken in this manner shall state that the action was taken by unanimous written consent of the board



of directors without meeting and that the articles of incorporation and bylaws of this corporation authorize
the directors to act in this manner. This statement shall be prima facie evidence of the directors’

authority.

ARTICLE X1
Officers

The officers of the corporation may consist of a president, one or more vice presidents, a secretary, a
treasurer, and any other officers and assistant officers as may be provided for in the bylaws or by
resolution of the board of directors (and may be removed by majority vote of the board of directors) at
such time and in such a manner as may be prescribed by the bylaws or by law.

ARTICLE XII

Incorporators

The name and address of each incorporator is as follows:

Name Address
Carrence L. Bass 4146 Woodley Creek Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32218
ARTICLE X1l
Bylaws

The bylaws of the corporation are to be made and adopted by the board of directors and may be
altered, amended or rescinded only by a two-thirds vote of the directors then in office at any meeting of
the board of directors called for that purpose (not just those attending the meeting at which the action is
taken). The bylaws of the corporation may not be written in such a way wherein any provision of 501(a)
of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws and any

other federal law, as written or amended, would bring about the denial or loss of exemption under 501(a).



ARTICLE X1V
Amendment
The corporation reserves the right to amend or repeal any provision contained in these articles of
incorporation or any amendment to them only by two-thirds vote of the directors then in office at any
meeting of the board of directors called for that purpose (not just those attending the meeting at which the

action is taken).

ARTICLE XV
Indemnification and Civil Liability Inmunity

The corporation shall indemnify each director and each officer, including former directors and
officers, of the corporation against all expenses and liabilities, including reasonable attorneys fees,
reasonably incurred by or imposed on the person in connection with any proceeding or any settlement of
any proceeding to which he or she may be a party or in which he or she may become involved by reason
of his or her being or having been a director or officer of the corporation, or by reason of him or her
having served the corporation at its request, whether or not he or she is a director or officer serving the
corporation at the time expenses or liabilities are incurred, except when the director or officer serving the
corporation is adjudged guilty of willful misfeasance or malfeasance in the performance of his or her
duties; provided that in event of a settlement before entry of judgment, indemnification shall apply only
when the board of directors approve the settlement and reimbursement as being in the best interest of the
corporation. This right of indemnification shall be in addition to and not exclusive of all other rights to
which the director or officer serving the corporation may be entitled. It is intended that the corporation be
an organization for which the directors and officers serving the corporation are indemnified and immune
‘ from civil liability to the fullest extent allowed by law, including but not limited to, Chapter 617, Florida

Statutes, and other similar laws.



ARTICLE XVI
Commencement of Corporate Existence
The date when the corporate existence shall commence is the time of the filing of the articles of
incorporation by the Department of State.
ARTICLE XVII
Dissolution
On the dissolution of the corporation, the board of directors shall, after paying or making
provision for the payment of all liabilities of the corporation, distribute all of the assets of the corporation
exclusively for religious, charitable and educational purposes in such manner and to such qualified
organization or organizations as the board of directors shall determine. Any of the assets not so
distributed in accordance with the direction of any court having jurisdiction in the county in which the
principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for the above purposes of the corporation or
to a qualified organization or organizations as the court shall determine. For the purposes of this article,
an organization is a “qualified organization” only if, at the time of receiving the assets, it is operated
exclusively for the purposes described in 26 USCA 170(c)(1) or 26 USCA 170(c)(2)B) and is described
in 26 USCA 509 (a)(1),(2) or (3).
In witness of the above, for the purposes of forming this corporation under laws of the State of

Florida, I, the undersigned incorporator, have signed these articles of incorporation on March 24, 2016.

LY /,@ %40,

Signature/Incorporator

Caw’u/u/ L Kass

(Printed name of Incorporator)




CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION AND ACCEPTANCE
BY REGISTERED AGENT

Pursuant to the provisions of FS 617.0501, the undersigned corporation organized under the Not
For Profit Corporation laws of the State of Florida submits the following statement in designating the
registered agent of the corporation in the State of Florida.

1. Name of the corporation:
MAKING STRIDES FOR AUTISM, INC

2. Name and address of the registered agent and office
Carrence L. Bass
221 North Hogan St, Ste 318
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

I, the undersigned person, having been named as registered agent and to accept service of process
for the above stated corporation at the place designated in these articles of incorporation, accept the
appointment as registered agent and agree to act in this capacity. 1 further agree to comply with the
provisions of all statutes relating to the proper and complete performance of my duties, and [ am familiar
with and accept the obligations of my position as pedjistered agent.

Dated: March 24, 2016 M g MO

Carrence L. Bass




