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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION S m T
ARTFUL GARDENS AUTISTIC AND RN
SPECIAL NEEDS PARK AND PLAYGROUND, INC. &

(A Florida Corporation Not for Profit)

1, the undersigned, acting as incorporator of ARTFUL GARDENS AUTISTIC AND
SPECIAL NEEDS PARK AND PLAYGROUND, INC., a not for profit corporation for charitable
and philanthropic purposes, under the provisions of Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes, do hereby
adopt the following Articles of Incorporation for such corporation.

ARTICIE ]
Name

The name of this corporation is ARTFUL GARDENS AUTISTIC AND SPECIAL NEEDS
PARK AND PLAYGROUND, INC,

ARTICLE IT
Purposes

The Corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational and scientific
purposes, including for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations under Section
501(CX3) of the Internal Revenue Code (or the corresponding section of any future Federal Tax
Code). No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be
distributable to its members, trustees, directors, officers or other private persons, except that the
Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services
rendered and t0 make payments and distributions in furtherance of Section 501{c)(3) purposes. No
substantial part of the activities of the corporations shall be the carrying on of propaganda or

otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or



intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf
of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.

In particular, it is the intent and purpose of the Corporation to provide life and job skills to
autistic and special needs children and adults in a safe and nurturing environment which enhances
their skill set, self worth, and confidence; leading to a more independent lifestyle. The Corporation
will continually strive to instill a mind set within these amazing individuals that the goals they may
have thought were unreachable are in fact very reachable. The hope and dream of the Corporation
is to assist autistic and special needs individuals to achieve their hopes and dreams.

Notwithstanding any other provisions herein, the corporation shall not carry on any activities
not permitted to be carried on:

(a) By an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(a) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) of such Code,

or

By an organization, contributions to which are deductible under Sections
170(c)(2), 2055(a)(2), or 2522(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding
provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).

ARTICLE I
Qualification of Members

The membership of this corporation shall constitute all persons hereinafter named as

subscribers and such other persons as, from time to time hereafter, may become members, in the

manner provided in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE IV
Term of Existence

The existence of the corporation will commence upon the filing of these Articles \?_th the

=5
Department of State of the State of Florida and shall continue thereafter in perpetually! <
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ARTICLE Y -
Incorporator - ”

The name and residence of the incorporator to these Articles is:

E

1
H

iy
LISA TRACY A M
5500 Higginbotham Road - ]

Fort My_ers, Florida 33905

ARTICLE VI
Officers -

Section 1. The officers of the corporation shall be a President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and

928 W g-130 41

such other officers as may be provided in the Bylaws.
Section 2. The names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as officers of the

corporation until the first meeting of the Board of Directors are:

OFFICE NAME AND ADDRESS
President LISA TRACY

5500 Higginbotham Road

Fort Myers, Florida 33905
Secretary MATT MILLER

4204 E 23" Street

Alva, Florida 33920
Treasurer GAIL STROPE

5530 Higginbotham Road

Fort Myers, Florida 33905

Section 3. The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors or
as provided in the Bylaws.
ARTICLE VII
Board of Directors

Section 1. The business affairs of this corporation shall be managed by the Board of
Directors. This corporation shall have Three (3) Directors initially, who shall be elected annually




unless changed by the Bylaws. The number of directors may be increased from time to time, by the

Bylaws, but shall never be less than three.
Section 2. The Board of Directors shall be members of the corporation,
Section 3. Members of the Board of Directors shall be elected and hold office in accordance

with the Bylaws.
Section 4. The names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as directors for the

ensuing year, or until the first annual meeting of the corporation, are:

NAME ADDRESS
LISA TRACY 5500 Higginbotham Road
Fort Myers, Florida 33905
MATT MILLER 4204 E 23" Street
Alva, Florida 33920
GAIL STROPE 5530 Higginbotham Road
Fort Myers, Florida 33905
ARTICLE VIII
Bylaws

Section 1. The Board of Directors of this corporation may provide such Bylaws for the

conduct of its business and the carrying out of its purposes as they may deem necessary from time

to time.
Section 2. Upon proper notice, the Bylaws may be amended, altered or rescinded by a

majority vote of those members of the Board of Directors present at any regular meeting or any

special meeting called for that purpose. _
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ARTICLE IX
Amendments

Section 1. These Articles of Incorporation may be amended at a special meeting of the
membership called for that purpose, by at least a majority of a quorum of voting members present
to vote.

Section 2. Amendments may also be made at a regular meeting of the membership upon

notice given, as provided by the Bylaws, of intention to submit such amendments,

ARTICLE X
Location

The location of this corporation shall be at 5500 Higginbotham Road, Fort Myers, Florida
33905, in the City of Fort Myers, County of Lee, State of Florida, the mailing address shall be the

same.

ARTICLE X1
Nonprofit Status

Section 1. No part of the net eamings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of any
individual or member.

Section 2. The corporation shall not carry on propaganda, or otherwise act to influence
legislation. |

ARTICLE XTI
Dues

The amount of the yearly dues payable by members, if any, shall be such amount asmay be '

determined from time to time by the Board of Directors. Engas
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ARTICLE XH1
Powers

In order to promote the purposes of this corporation, it may acquire property by grant, gift,
purchase, devise or bequest, and hold and dispose of such property as the corporation shall require

for the benefit of the members and not for pecuniary profit.

ARTICLE XTIV
Mectings

Section 1. The annual meeting for the election of members of the Board of Directors shall

be held as may be provided in the Bylaws.
Section 2. The corporation may provide in its Bylaws for the holding of additional regular

meetings and any special meetings, and shall provide notice of all such meetings.

Upon dissolution of this corporation, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt
purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding
section of any future Federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal government, or to a state

or local government, for a public purpose.

ARTICLE XVI

The street address of the initial registered office of this corporation is 5500 Higginbotham
Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33905, and the name of the initial registered agent of this corporation at

that address is LISA TRACY.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, |, the under?igned, have hereunto set my hand and seal this

3: - day of &}\Obef , 2014, for the pu;rpose of forming this corporation not for profit

‘under laws of the State of Florida.

LISA TRACY U
Incorporator ~

STATE OF FLORIDA )

|
COUNTY OFLEE ) }
l

Before me, a Notary Public duly.authoriz:ed in the state and county named above: to take
acknowledgments, personally appeared LISA TR%&CY, to me known to be the person described as
subscriber.in and who executed the foregoing Articiles of Incorporation, and he acknowledged before

me that he executed and subscribed to these_Artic;les of Incorporation.

Witness my hand and official seal in the (%ounty and State named above this t day of

@oé'n\aef ,2014.

Wiy,
SOVENIA M,
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In pursuance of Chapter 48.091, Florida Statutes, the following is submitted, in compliance,
with said Act:

First~-That ARTFUL GARDENS AUTISTIC AND SPECIAL NEEDS PARK AND
PLAYGROUND, INC., desiring to organize under the laws of the State of Florida, with its
principal office, as indicated in the Articles of Incorporation, located at 5500 Higginbotham Road,
in the City of Fort Myers, County of Lee, State of Florida, has named LISA TRACY, located at
5500 Higginbotham Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33905, County of Lee, State of Florida, as its agent
to accept service of process within this State.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:
Having been named to accept service of process for the above-stated corporation, at place

designated in this certificate, I hereby accept to act in this capacity, and agree to comply with the

provision of said Act relative to keeping open said office.

S 9y

LISA TRACY, gent
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