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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
QF
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP, ING,
{A Corporation Not for Profit)

In order to form a corporathon under and In sccordance with the provisiens of Chepter ‘617, Florida
Statutes, | hereby meke, adopt and subscribe the following Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE 1 P 82
NAME J\N_D ADDRESS OF CORPCRATION . ’r_'rcr_;; =
‘The name of the corporation ehall be: =
Southweat Florida Economic Develapment Parmership, Inc. ,_"f,’ -:?c E
(]
The principal address and the maling address of ihe corporation shall be: : =4 >
=
¢/o Economic Development Corporalion of Sarasoia County S =i
2601 Cateman Road, Sulte 201 =E
Sarasota, FL 34232 ™ en

ARTICLE 2
PURPOSES

The corporation Is organized on a nol for profit besis' as a corporation exsmpt [rom federal Income fax
under Sectlan 801 (c}8) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1886, as amended (the "Code™), in order to
advance and eupport he marketing activitles that will lead to the recruitment, formation, expansion and
retention of quality Jobs and competitive bugsinesses that creale a diversiflad, year-round, end sustainable

economy for Southwest Florida;

No part of the naet eamings of tha corporation shall inure tn the benefit of or be distributable to its
members, directors, afficers, gr ciher private persons, sxcept thet the corporation ghall be authorlzed and
ampowered lo pay reagonable compensgtion for serviees rendered and 1o meke payments and
digtribuiions In furtherance af the purposes sat forth in the purpose olause hersof. Nptwithstanding any
other provisions of thls document, the corporatian shall not cary on any other adtivities not permitted to
be carried on by an organizetion exempt from federal incorna tax under section 501{c)(6), of tha Internal
Revenue Code, or coresponding saction of any future federal tax code.

ARTICLE 3
MEMBERSHIP

The qualification for mambers and the manner of their admission shall be as stated in the Bylawa.

ARTICLE 4
BOARD OF DIREGTORS

A Board of Directors congistng of not .Iess than the numbar of oounties being members of the
organizztion shall oversee the affairs of corporatlon. The Board of Directors of the corponation shall be

_ elscted or appointsd as stated in the Bylaws.

The names and addresses of the Direclors who are to manage the affairs of the corporation until the first
annuel maeting of said members and until their succesaors are duly elected and qualified are a3 follows:

HO9000186768 3

3174



08/21/09 13:34 FAX ifoo3

HO9000186768 3

Don Root Tammis Nemecek
Chariotte County Ecanomic Development Economic Development Council of Collier County
18801 Murdack Circle, Suite 502 3050 North Horseshoe Drive, Suite 120
Port Charlotte, Florida 33848 Naples, Florida 33104
Tracy Whirls Ron Zimmeny
Glades County Economis Development Hendry County Economic Developmant
P.O, Box 1003 P.O. Box 2340
Moorg Have, FL 33471 LaBelle, Florida 33976-2340
James Moora . Kathleen Bayils
Lee County Economic Development Economic Development Corporafion of Sarasota
12800 University Drive, Suite 300 County
Fort Myers, Florida 33807 . 2601 Cattlernan Road, Suile 201
Sarasola, Florida 34232
Richard Pegnetter :
Lutgert Collega of Business
Flerlda Qulf Coast University

10801 FGCU Boulevard
8. Fort Myers, Florlda 33985

ARTICLE 5
CORPORATH EXISTENCE

The existence of this corporation shall be perpetual, unless dissolved according Lo law,

ARTICLE 6
BYLAWS

The first Board of Direclters of the corporation shall adopt Bylaws consistent with these Articles of
Incorporation. Thereafter, the Bylaws may be altered, amended or rescinded by the Directars in the
manner provided by such Bylaws.

ARTICLE 7
REGISTERED OFFICE

The sireet address of the initial registered office of the carporation is:
Williams Parker Harmrison Dietz & Gelzen
200 South Orange Avenue
Sarasota, Florlda 34236
The initial registered agent of this carporation at that address Is:
J. Hugh Middiebrocks

ARTICLE B
INCORPORATORS

The name and addrass of the incorporator {0 these Articles of Incorporation s as follows:
J. Hugh Middlabrocks
Willams, Parker, Harriaon, Dietz & Getzen

200 South Orange Avenue
Sarascia, Florida 34236

H09000186768 3



HO9000186768 3

ARTICLE 9
COMMITTEES

The corporation may setablish such committess a5 may be neceesary to efficiently cary out the ganeral
purposes and acivilles of the corporation.

ARTICLE 10
DISTRIBUTION UPON DISSOLUTION

Upen the disselution of the corporatinn, essets shell be distribuied for one or more exempt purposes
within the meaning of section 501(c)(6) of tha Internal Revenue Code, or corresporxling section of any
futwre federsl tax code, or shall bs disitributed to the federal government, or lo e siale or local
government, for & public purpose. Any such assets nof disposed of shell be disposed of by the Circuit
Courl of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such

purpeses or to such organizatlon or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized
and operated exclusively far such purposss.

ARTICLE 11
AMENDMENT

This carporation reserves the right to emend, alter, change or repeal any provisions conteined in these
Articles of Incorporetlon, or any amendment herato, in the manner now or hereafter presaribed by law,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Incorparator has exsculed thesa Aicles of
Incorporation this of _%j . 2005

Jfugh M ulebm%

AGGEPTANCE OF APPOINTMENT BY REGISTERED AGENT

The undersigned hereby congents to the eppointment as Registered Agent of the Southwest
Florida Economic Development Partnership, Inc. to accept service of process upon sald corporation in
this state. By execution hereof, the undersigned accepts appointment as tegistered agent of tha
Corporation, and acknowledgas that he is familiar with, and accepts, the obligations of that position.
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