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VENICE VIPERS SOFTBALL, INC. Lt
A Not for Profit Florida Corporation 7 oy

The undersigned incorporator has executed these Articles of Incorporation for the purpose
of incorporating a Florida not for profit corporation as set forth in Chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes

and adopts the following Articles of Incorporation for such corporation;

ARTICLE 1. - NAME
The name of this corporation is VENICE VIPERS SOFTBALL, INC.

ARTICLE II. -PRINCIPAL OFFICE
The principal place of business and mailing address of this corporation shall be 828

Mangrove Road, Venice, Florida 34293,

ARTICLE II1. - PURPOSES

A, General Objects and Purposes. The objects and purposes for which this corporation

is established are solely for those exempt purposes as defined in Section 501(cj(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954, and specifically do not include pecuniary profit, gain or private advantage
for the incorporators, directors, officers, or for the corporation, and it is organized solely for
charitable, educational and athletic purposes. No part of the assets or income of the corporation shall
inure to the benefit of any private individual, no substantial part of the activities of the corporation
shall be carrying on propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislatton, and the corporation
shall not participate in, nor intervene in, any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public
office. Notwithstanding that, this corporation shall be authorized to and shall make reasonable
charges for any services rendered by it or for materials or publications furnished by it, all funds
received by this corporation for its services, materials, or publications or otherwise in excess of the

cost of its operation shall be held in trust for the accomplishment of its objects and purposes. Such
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objects and purposes may include, insofar as they are within the limitations of Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, and the general nature of the business of the corporation shall
be:

1. The purpose of VENICE VIPERS SOFTBALL, INC. is to promote the
development of the Venice Vipers Softball Team by providing additional support such as equipment,
training, instruction, coaching and organization during the regular season and off-season.

2. To aid, support and assist by gifts, contributions or otherwise, other

corporations, community chests, funds and foundations organized and operated exclusively for

charitable, educational or athletic purposes, no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit
of any private individual, and no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on of
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation.

3. To do any and all lawful activities which may be necessary, useful or desirable
for the furtherance, accomplishment, fostering or attainment of the foregoing purposes, cither
directly or indirectly, and either alone or in conjunction or cooperation with others, whether such
others be persons or organizations of any kind or nature, such as corporations, firms, associations,
institutions, foundations, or governmental bureaus, departments or agencies.

B. Powers. Subject to the limitations on powers set forth in the next succeeding
paragraph hereof, the corporation shall have and exercise all powers necessary for, incidental to,
desirable for, or useful or convenient in carrying out its objects and purposes. These powers, c:'ccept
as so expressly limited hereafter, shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

1. To solicit, collect and receive money and other assets, and to administer funds
and contributions received by grant, gift, deed, bequest or devise, and otherwise to acquire money,
securities, property, rights and services of every kind and description, and to hold, invest, expend,
contribute, use, sell or otherwise dispose of any money, securities, property, rights or services so
acquired for the purposes above mentioned.

2. To borrow and to make, accept, endorse, execute and issue bonds, debentures,
promissory notes, and other corporate obligations, for monies borrowed, or in payment for property
acquired or for any purposes of the corporation, and to secure payment of any such obligation by

mortgage, pledge, deed, indenture, agreement, or other instrument of trust, or by other lien upon
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assignment of or agreement in regard to all or any part of the property rights or privileges of the
corporation.

3. To invest and reinvest its funds in such mortgages, bonds, notes, debentures,
shares of preferred and common stock, and any other securities of any kind whatsoever, and
property, real, personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, all as the corporation’s Board of Directors
shall deem advisable and as may be permitted by law.

4, To purchase, contract for, or otherwise acquire in any manner, to hold, own

and to sell, lease, rent, mortgage, pledge and otherwise dispose of or encumber any and all classes

of property whatsoever, whether real, personal or mixed, or any interest therein, and to develop,
improve, subdivide, cultivate, farm, and otherwise work, manage, operate and control the same.

5. To carry on athletic, educational and charitable work under the rules and
regulations of the Bylaws and to donate any amount of money or property in the discretion of the
Board of Directors to any institution or organization who, by reason of its charitable, athletic or
educational nature has been held to be exempt under the provisions of Section 501(c}(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or any amendment thereto.

6. To exercise all the powers conferred upon corporations under the laws of the
State of Florida in order to accomplish its charitable, athletic and educational purposes, including
but not limited to the power to accept donations of money or property or any interest therein, whether

real or personal.

7. To have perpetual succession by its corporate name
8. To sue, be sued, complain and defend in its corporate name.
9. To have a corporate seal which may be altered at pleasure, and to use the same

by causing it, or a facsimile thereof, to be impressed or affixed or in any other manner reproduced.

10. To purchase, take, receive, lease, or otherwise deal in and with real or personal
property or in any other interest therein, wherever situated. '

11. To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, transfer, option and
otherwise dispose of all or part of its property and assets.

12.  To purchase, take, receive, subscribe for or otherwise acquire, own, hold, vote,

use, employ, sell, mortgage, lend, pledge, or otherwise dispose of, and otherwise use and deal in and
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with, shares or other interests in, or obligations of, other domestic or foreign corporations, not for
profit corporations, associations, trusts, partnerships, limited partnerships or individuals, or direct
or indirect obligations of the United States or any other government, state, territory, governmental
district or municipality or of any instrumentality thereof.

13. To make contracts, including" contracts of guaranty, suretyship and

iindemnification and to incur labilities, borrow money at such rates of interest as the corporation may

determine, issue its notes, bonds and other obligations and secure any of its obligations by mortgage,
deed of trust, security agreement, pledge or other encumbrance of all or any of its property,
franchises and income.

14, To lend money for its corporate purposes, invest and reinvest its funds and
take and hold real and personal property as security for payment of funds so loaned or invested.

15.  To conduct its affairs, carry on its operations, and have offices and exercise
its powers within or outside of the State of Florida.

16.  To elect or appoint officers and agents of the corporation, who may be
directors, and to define their duties and to fix their compensation, if any.

17. To make and alter Bylaws, not inconsistent with these Articles of
Incorporation or with the laws of the State of Florida, for the administration, regulation and
management of the affairs of the corporation.

18.  To make donations for the public welfare or for charitable, athletic or
educational purposes.

19.  To cease its corporate activities.

20. To be a promoter, incorporator, partner, member of any corporation,
partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, whether for profit or not.

C. Related Objects and Purposes . The corporation shall engage in any and all other
activities of any type whatsoever conferred by the laws of the State of Florida and growing out of,
related to or in any manner whatsoever connected with any of the objects and purposes described in
these Articles. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this corporation shall not have, nor exercise any

power of authority either expressly, by interpretation or by operation of law, nor shall it directly or
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indirectly engage in activities which would prevent it from qualifying and continuing to qualify

under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended.

ARTICLE 1V. - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The affairs of the corporation shall be condﬁcted by a Board of Directors and such officers,
committees, agents and employees as the directors may from time to time appoint. The number of
initial directors shall be four (4) and shall never be more than ten (10) nor fewer than three (3). The
manner in which the directors are elected or appointed shall be provided for in the by-laws. The

name and address of each person who is to serve as an initial director is as follows:

Jerry L.Clipse - 828 Mangrove Road, Venice, Florida 34293

Dana J. Clipse - 828 Mangrove Road, Venice, Florida 34293

Shannon K. Rasbury - 1850 Neptune Drive, Englewood, Florida 34223
Katie H. Smith - 991 Sea Fox Road, Venice, Florida 34293

ARTICLE V. - OFFICERS

The names and addresses of the officers who are to serve until the first election are:

1. President ) Jerry L. Clipse - 828 Mangrove Road, Venice, Florida 34293

2. Vice-President Dana J. Clipse - 828 Mangrove Road, Venice, Florida 34293

3. Secretary Shannon K. Rasbury - 1850 Neptune Drive, Englewood,
Florida 34223

4, Treasurer Katie H. Smith - 991 Sea Fox Road, Venice, Florida 34293

ARTICLE VI. - INITIAL REGISTERED AGENT AND STREET ADDRESS
The name and Florida street address of the initial registered agent are:

Robert C. Benedict, 1861 Placida Road, Suite 204, Englewood, FL 34223-4949
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ARTICLE VII - INCORPORATOR
The name and address of the Incorporator to these Articles of Incorporation are:

Robert C. Benedict, 1861 Placida Road, Suite 204, Englewood, FL 34223-4949

ARTICLE VIII. - INUREMENT

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable
to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be
authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make
payment and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article Il hereof. No
substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or
otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in, or intervene
in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in
opposition to any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles,
the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a
corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3)of the Internal Revenue Code,
or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions to
which are deductibie under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding

section of any future federal tax code.

ARTICLE XI. - DISSOLUTION
Upon the dissolution of the corporation, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt
purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding
section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state
or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of
by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the corporation
is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organiza'tion or organizations, as said Court

shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

Page 6 of 8




IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned subscriber has executed these Articles of
Incorporation this MA day of ﬁ/éf , 2006,

Witnesses:

Do UM@ v it cgE—

Printed Name: obert C. Benedict, Esquire

Incorporator
Zézfg@ / ﬁjéz
Printed Ndme: 7@&45&25’7‘ CAsol &

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this g&;%ay of 712 / 7
2006, by Robert C. Benedict, Esquire, who is personally known to me, or has prﬁuced
as identification, and who did take an oath.

Z

otary Public 1

v ae Margaret Casole

Commission # DD525941
Expires March 8, 2010

STATEOF FLOMOA  Bomded Ttay Faun - insurance, inc  B0G-385.7019
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CERTIFICATE DESIGNATING A REGISTERED AGENT
AND REGISTERED OFFICE FOR THE SERVICE OF PROCESS
In complianf_:é w;th Section 48.091, Florida Statutes, the following is submitted:
_ VENICE VIPERS SOFTBALL, INC.,, desiring to organize under the laws of the State of

Florida with its principal office, as indicated in the articles of incorporation at 828 Mangrove Road,
Venice, Florida 34293, County of Sarasota, State of Florida, has designated Robert C. Benedict,

Esquire, whose street address is 1861 Placida Road, Suite 204, Englewood, Florida 34223-4949,
as its agent to accept service of process within this state.

ACCEPTANCE

Having been designated as agent to accept service of process for the above-named corporation,

at the place stated in this certificate, I hereby agree to act in this capacity and to comply with the
provision of said law relative to same.

Dated this 22" day of paz/[, , 2006,

MC:E—‘

Robert C. BenediEt, Esquire
Registered Agent

4z

3
LE OV 82 W
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