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ARTICLES OF IE:ICORPORATION

F
LAPSE Incorporsted
A Florida “Not for Profit" Corporation

The undersighed, acting as incorporator of 4 sorporation under Chapter 817 of Florida Statutes, adopts
the following Antictes of Incorporation:

ARTICLE Y
Begtion 1, The name of the corporation is LAPSE Incorporated, an acronym that stands for Lawyers
Against Predators of the Senile and klderly.
Section 2, The prinsipal office of the corporation is Jagated at 3801 North Federal Highway, Pompano

Beech, Florida 33064,
Sectian 3. The mailing address of the corporation is 3801 North F ederal Highway, Pompano Beach,
Florida 33064.
Seotion 4. The corporation is a private not for profit entity, with the intent of zlso becoming tax S o
cxempt under Section 501(£)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, subjeet to public anditing and e o
accountability. z2 5
L X
44, The puiposcs for which LAPSE Incorporatud 15 organized arc exclusively charitable :: Eow
within the meaning of section 501(c}(3) of the Internal Revenus Service Cods of 1986 or the 1},“‘< i .
cerresponding provision, of any future Untied States Intzrnal Revemme Law, o -
It s B~
4B. Notwithstanding amy provisions of these artiefes, this arganization shall not camry on any 33 =
n exempi Gom Federal Incone Tax 52

acrivities not permitied to be carried on by an organizatio
under section 501(c)(3)} of the Internal Ravapue Code of 1986 or the corrssponding provision ol

of any future United States Tnternal Revenne Law.

SECTION. 5. The affairs of the Corporation shall be governed by its Constitution and By-laws which
may be reviewed and amended upon approval by a twa-thixds vole at 2 Governing Board meeting that

is specially celled for that purpose.

SECTION 6, The method of sclection of the Governing Board of Directors and number of diractors
ghall bs stated in the By-Jaws,

SECTION 2, The exnistence of this Corporation shall cosmmense upon the filing of tts Asicles of
Incorporation, with the Florida Deparment of State and shall continue in perpetuity,

ARTICLE W - PURPOSES

Rection 1, The purposes for which this corporation is formed ars exclusively charitable, educn-tmnai
and scmnnﬁc and consist of the following:
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A. To resist prejudice and provent exploftation of elders and the senile, '

B. Toprovide counssling, mediation, formal edueational session, legal information and in

special cases, Jegal representation on issues refated to predatory practices against older and

vther valnerabla people.

To sdvocate for the riphts of eidars through legisiation,

To aid, support, and assist by gifts, contributions, or otherwise, other corporations,

sommunity chests, fiunds and foundaiions orgertized and operated exclusively for

charitahie, educational or scientfic purposes.

E. To do any and slt lawfu] acrivities which may be necessury, useful, or desirable for the
furtherance, accomplishment, fostering, or attaining of the forsgaing purposes, either
directly or indirectly, and either alone or in conjunction or cooperation with others,
whether such others be poryons or organizations of any kind or satoe, such ns
corporations, firms, association, tmsts, institutlons, foundations, or governmental buraaus,
dupartments or agencies.

B2

SECTION 2. The corporation is niot organized nor shall it be operated for the primary purpose of
Eeneraling peouniary gain ox profit.

SECTION. A, All of the forapoing puposes and powers shall be exercised exclusively for charitable,

aducstional or scientific purposes in such manner that the corporation shali qualify as an exemnpt
organization under seetian 501 (c)(3) of the intemal Revenue Code of 1986,

BECTION 4, No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall consist of the earrying on of
propaganda or otharwisa sttempiing to inflnence legisiation, and the corporation shall nat participate
in, or intervane in, any palitical carspaiptl on behalf of any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE If - Members and Officers
SECTION 1. Members of the corporations shell be mado up of Tawyers, legal entities, legal advacates
ot individusls intexested in protecting eiders and the valnerable against expioitations and predaiory
practices. :
SECTION 2. The Executive Officers of the corporation shall consist of the President, Vice=Prasident,

Secretary, and Treasurer, duly appointed by the Board of Directors, The names, addresses and
positions of initial directors/officers ave:

John Gaudiesi, Esq., 3801 N. Federal Hwy., Pompanp Beach, FL 33064
Dr. Joexlyn Bruce, 3801 N, Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
Christine Szecnat, 3801 N. Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach, FL 33064

ARTICLE IV - Finances

SECTION 1, The corporation’s fiscal or financial year shail begin on July 1 and end on June 30
of the succeeding year, '

SECTION 2. Except as otherwise provided by law, checks, drafts, and orders for the payment
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of money of this corporation shall be signed by the President or at least two persons praviously
desipnated by a resolution of the Board of Direcrors, '

SECTION 3, The Corporation shail raise funds through grants and public support, and may engage in
other income-penerating activities within the provisions specificd wnder section 501(cX3) of the
Internal Revenue Codde, i accomplish its miss{on.

SECTION 4. All fimds raised and disbursed by the corporation shall be fully accountable and
all tevords shall be open to the public, -

SECTION 5. Trust accounts set up by the corporation for grants, donations, requests, and other
aifts or Funding susigned to specific prajacts may be subject to restrictions, provided that such
restrictions on the use of the trust account do mot confict with the other policies of LAPSE
Incorporated, or with federal, state of Jocal laws.

BECTION 6, Mo part of the corporation’s earnings may inure to the bepefit of any member,
foundez, director, contributor or private Individeals. The corporation shall not distribute sny gains,
profits or dividends to the Directors, Officers, or Meinbers thereof, or tu any individusl, exeept as
reasonable compensatiop for services actually performed in carrying out the corporation's charitable
and educational purposes. The property, essets, profits and net income of thie corporation are
irrevocably dedicated to charitahle and educational purposes no part of which shall inure to the benefit
of any individual,

SECTION 7. The corporation prohibits any conflict of intereat or the appearance of confliet of tnmerest
by board members, officars, employees, consultants and ralatives.

SECTION 8. The ration’s accouniing znd internal control gystems shall follow Geoerally
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and assmure that an anrual independent financial audit is
performed in accordance with Federal audit requitements.

SECTION 9. In the event of dissclution, all money and residual asscts remaining afier sl fnancial
obligations and trust accoumts have been cleared shall be ramed over o one or more organizsdons that
are themselves exempt as organizations described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Intermal Revenue Code
of 1984 or corresponding sections of any prior ar future law, ot the Federal, Stata or local government
for exclusive public purpose. The recipient opgenization or charitable institution shall be selected by at
least three-fourths (3/4) of all existing members of the Governing Board,

ARTICLE V. INDEMNIFICATION

Any person {and the heirs, executors and adrainistrators of such petson) made or {hreatened to be
made a party 1o any action, suit of procecding by reason of the fact that be 1s or was & Dirsetor or
Officer of the corporation shall be indemuified by the corporation against anty and all lability and the
reasonable expenses, focluding attornsy's foes and dishursements, incurred by him (or by his beirs,
execuiors or administrators) in connection with the defense or settlement of such action, suit or
procceding, or in contiection with any sppearance Hherein, sxcept in relstion to tatters as to which it
shall b adjudged in such action, suit or procesding that such Director or Officer is liable for
negligenes or migconduet in the performance of hiser duties. Such right of indempification. shall mot
be deemed wclusive uf any other rights to which such Dixectos or Officer (or such heirs, executors of
edministrators) may be entitled apart from this Article.
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ARTICLE VI - Amendments and Inaplementation

These Constinrtion and By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vere of the members of the
Governing Board presens at a generml membership meeting that is especially calted for that purpose.

ARTICLY. VI¥ -Registered Agent
The pame and addresy in the State of Florida of this corporation’s ibitial registexed agent for servies of

PIOCESS #re:
JOHN GAUDIGSI
3801 North Federal Highway
Pompano Beach, FI. 33064

Inwitnesy of this, for the purpose of forming this corporation under the laws of the State of Flarida,
the undervignad incorporator of this corporation has execyted these Articles of Ineorporation
providing for the information, Habiiity, rights, privileges and immumities of a corporation not for
profit on thiv & day of Janwary, 2006.

HN GAUDINS], Incorporator

Having boen named as registered t and te aeeapt sevvice of process for the above-stated
corperation ol the place designated in this certificate, I hereby accept the appointment as regiztered
agent and agree 1o act in this capacity. I firther agree to comply with the provisions of all statutes
relating to the proper and compiete performance of my duties, and I am familiar with and accept the
abligations of my position as registered agert,

Il Ty 1f30/200C

TOER GIAUDIOS], Regidtered Agout

STATE OF FLORIDA —
COUNTY OF BROWARD

THEREBY CERTIFY that on this day, bafors ma, an officer duly authorized in the State and County
aforesaid take acknowledgements, personally appeared John Gaudiosl, to me well known to be the
fndividual who executed the foregoing instrument of the corporation, and that he nclmowiedped
executing the same fealy and voluntarily under authority duly vested in him by sald corparation.
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Witniess my hand and official seal in the County and State aforesaid, this ‘¢ day of
January, 2006,
NOTARY PUBLIC, Statc of Florids
My commission expires:
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