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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE GUYANA ASSOCIATION OF SQOUTH FLORIDA, ING.

ARTICLE 1
The name of this corperation Is THE GUYANA ASSQCIATION OF SQUTH FLORIDA. Inc.

ARTICLE I
The corporation ig organized pursuant o the provisions of the General Non profit Corparation Law of the
State of Florida, The term of the Carporation shall be perpetual,

ARTICLE It
The principal affice for the transaction of business of this Corporalion is 19755 S.W. 134% Court, Miami,
Florida 33177,

ARTICLE IV
The purposes for which this Corporation is formed are exclusively charitable, sducational and culiwral and
cansist of the following:

A, The specific and grimary purposes are;
1. To conduct programs designed w0 improve the Education Quireach and
Development, Schalarship, Family Developmant, Elderly Cara and Develapment,
Health and Physical Fitness Devefopmwent, Youth and Child Development and
Qutreaeh, History Traditions and Culture of Guyana.
The program activilies are designed to meet these needs exgressed by the Guyanese community and or
Tha Guyana Association of South Florida, inc. These facilfties will provide the community with coungeling,
support, referral and direct activifies to reduce crime, improve familyfindividual values, imprave carsar
cholces, provide elderly sUpport and care, and to strangthen the aducational opportunities for the young,

2. To ralse the Econpmic, Educational, Sockal and Gultural levels of Guyanese
especially the underprivilaged Guyanese residents and more specifically those of
the Sauth Flarida service area.

3. To expand the opportunities available to said residents and groups to manage,
and operate busingss enterprises in this economically underprivileged or
depressed ares: fo assist said residenis and groupe in developing educational,
professional, entrepreneyrial and managemant skills necessary neaded 1o be a
contributer to the community.

There Artcics of cerporadon were preparcd by
fadainh . Grfith, Ees.
19255 SW 134* Cour, Miamd, Florida 33177
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4, To axpand the opportunifies available to said residents and groups fo obtain
adequate low - cost housing accommodations.

5. To aid, support and agsist by gifts, contributions ar olherwise, other corporations,
community chests, funds and foundation organized and operated exclugively for
gharitable, religious, cultural, fiterary or educational purpases, no part of the net
earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private sharehelder or individual,
and no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, oe
otherwise attempting to influenca legiglation.

6. To do any and 2!l lawful activities that may be necessary, useful or desirable for
he furtherance, accomplishment, fostering or aftainment of the foregoing
purposes, efther directly of indlectly, and either alone or in conjunction or
cooperation with cthers whether such others be persons or organizations of any
kind or nature, such as corporations, fisms, associations. foundations. or
governmental bureaus, departiments. oF agencies.

B. In funtherance, but not in iimitation, of the faregoing charitable, educational, and cultural purposes, the
Corperation shall have the following powers:
1. To solicit, collect and recehve monay and other assets, and o administer funds
and confributions received by grant, gift. deed, bequest, or devise, and otherwise
i acquire meney, securifies, property, rights and servicee of avery kind and
description, and (o hold, invest, expend, contribute, use, sel! or etherwise disgpose
of any money, securities, property, or righis of services so acquired for the
purposes above mentioned,

2. 'To bormow mouey and 1o make, awept, endorse, execute and issus bonds,
debentures. promissory nofes. and other corporate obligations, for monies
borowed. or in payment for property acguired or for any of the purposss of the
corporation, and to secura payment of and such obligation by martgage, pledoe,
deed, indenture, agreement of or agreemant in regard to all or any part of the
proparty, rights or privileges of the Corporation;

3. Top invest and reinvest its funds In such mortgages, bonds, notes, debentures,
shares of preferred or common stocks, and any other securities of any kind
whatsoever, and property, real, personal of mixed, tangible or intangible, all as
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the Corpuration's Board of Diractors shall deem gdvisable and as may be
pemmittad by iaw;

4, To provide advice, suppart, eradit. funds, capital, gifts and cther lawfy forms of
assistancs, financial and otherwize, 10 or for use In business enterprises owned,

of destined o be owned, by sald résidents and groups:

5. To furnish management, administrative and othar business advice, suppon,
training and technical assistance to its members in ofder to enable them to
develop necessary skills for community, family and personal develapment,

8. To encourage and voluntaiily assist said membess to organize, create, acquirs,
obtain financing o own, manage and operate business erterprises;

7. To obtain infoemation and conduct research, studieg and analyses fhe problems
of said community, and prepare and publish reporis, 2s o any and 3l matlers
that may be of use in furfhering the expansion of businesg enferprises owned or
operated by sald residents and groups, including information, research, studies,
analyses and reports, as fo markefs, products, service, skills, sources of
finarcing and any and all other matters;

8. To conduct educational and other efforts {0 eliminate prejudice and discrimination
in the business and financial communities and to foster the establishment of
sound and consbuctive relationships between the business and financial
communities and $aid résidents and groups seeking appertunities in business;

8. To aid, support and assist by gifts, contributions, 1oans, invesiment and other
lawful forms of assistance othar persons or organizations seaking to expand the
opportunities for business ownership by said residents and groups in arganizing,
creating, acquirlng, oblaining financing for, owning, managing and operating
business enterpriges;

10. To conduct educational activities designad to provide instruction or training of
said residents and groups for the purposes of improving or developing their
copatilities, language and job skills, and the instruction of the public on subjects
usaful o said residents and groups and beneficial fo the community as a whole;
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To engage in the activity of operating business ventures for the purposes of providing
job training, employment end managerial development opportunities 1o said residents
for the charitable purpose of furthering the economic development of the community.

11, Ta engage in any and ali other activities which will directly or indirectly improve
the welfarg and economic conditions of sald residents and groups; and

12. To axerciae all other rights and powers conferred upon the corporation formead
under the General Nonprofit Corporation Law of the State of Florida: provided,
howaver, that the Corporation shall not engags in any activities of exercise any
powers, including those specifically meniioned hergln, that are nof in furtherance
of the spesific and primary charitable, educational, cultural purposes of the
carporation,

C. Al of the foregning purposes and powers Shall be exercised exciusively for charitable, educational,
and cultural purpoges in such manner that the Corporation shall qualify a5 an exempt organization
under sectian 501 (¢} (3) of the emal Revenue Code of 1954 and State of Florida, and shal)

hereafter are in foroe and effect,

ARTICLEV
The carporation is {o be arganized in 2 non-stock, cerlificate of mempership basks. Such membership
shall be non-redeamable, non-ransferable and non-dividend bearing.

i. Msmbarship In General
There shall be two classes of Members of the Corporation. The first class of members shall be
known as individua! members and the sacond class of membars shall be known as Organizational
Members. Except as otherwize provided by [he Ly-aws of he corporation, the comoration, the
voting, and oiher rights, privileges and interests of Individual and Organizational members ghall be
equal. Any reference to Members shall be construed to include beth Individual and Organizationai

Mermbears, uniess otherwise specified.

il. Mambership Qualifications
1. Individual Membership: individual membership ghall be open fo any natural person sighteen
years of age or clder who resldes in the defined service area, and or meets the admission
requirements herein defined.
2. Omanizational Membership: Membership shall be open as Qrganizational Membership ta those
who meet any of the follawing qualifications:
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{} Any individual, corporation, parinership. agseociation or organization located in the
Service Area owning properly, conducting business, employing residents or providing
sefvices to residents of the area or whose sizied purposes are consistent with or
supportive of the purposes of this Corporation.

{ift Represcrdutives of public quasi- public. or govemmental bodles, agencles,
cepanments, buréaus or financial institutions which have an imerest in or are supportive
of the purposes of this Carporation with the provision that such membership fromn the
aforesaid organizations will net represent a majorily of the membership of this
Corporation. .

3. Any individual, corporation, partnership, association or organization, net necessarily located in the
Service Area who has contributed fo or is supportive of the carporation’s programs in @ financial
or non-financial form, or who has demonstrated experfise in one of the corporation’s fields of
program prioftity as dafined by the Board of Directors. Such fields of expertise may include but
not be limited to: finance, accounting, architecture, ¢ngineerng, human resources, training,
davelopment, ste.

C. ADMISSION TQ MEMBERSHIP;

1. Any person may become a8 mamber if he or she 15 18 {eighteen) years or oider, regarsiess of race
or creed, and is a resident of the Service Area.

2. Any person who indicates an intetest and degire to becama a member by signing and returing a
vompleted application 1o the Secretary of the Corporation,

3. Any individual, corporation, parinership, assogiation, organizafion or repregentatives from
arganizations as delineated in these Arficles may becoms a membsr by making written
application to fne Corporation in a farm prescribed by the Board of Directors and vpon
acceptance of this appiication by the Board of Direclors. If a majority of the members of the Board
of Directors and a majority of 2 quorum of the ¢orporation's membership votes affimatively to
admil such applicants, said applicants shall become members.

ARTICLE W

No substantial part of the activities of the corperation shall ba the carrying on of propaganda, of otherwise
atternpting to influence leglsiation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in any political
campaign an behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding amy other provisions of these
Arlicles, the corporation shall not camy on any other activities not permitted to be cartied on by &
corporation exempt from federal and state income taxes ynder Section 501(c) (3) of the intemal Revenve
Code of 1654, as amended, and appropriate sections of applicable stale law as the same mey be
amended from tire ta fima.
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SECTION 1 AL
The number of persons constituting the Board of Directors shall not be less than 11 (eleven) members.
The Board of Directors shall fix the exact number from time ta fime. Members of THE GUYANA
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH FLORIDA, its assigns. designees or sucsessors Can at all Umes appaint at
least 6 {six} members 1o the Board of Directors or a percentage equal in number to 8 {six} appeinted
membars on an {171 {eleven) membear Board of Directors, This right of membership who were bom in
Guyana or their descendants shall not be abridged @nd shall remain with the corporation as long as the
corporation shall exist. The additioral, five [5) or percentage equal to six on an eleven member board of,
Diractsrs shall be electad from the membership at large, Elected members of the Board of Directors shall
at ali times comprise a majotity on the Board of directors.

The numbsar of Directors may be fixed or changed from tme to tima by amendment of these Ardticles of
Incorparation, or by amendment of the by-laws of this gorporation adopted by the vots or wrilfen assent of
the members of the corporation entitied %o exercige a majority of the vating power, ar the vote of a
majority of @ quorum al a meeting of members called pursuant ta the by-laws.

TR
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ARTICLE VIl - SUBSCRIBERS
The name and address of the subscriber to thase Arlicles of Wn and his respective signature is

as follows:
Rudolph D, Sriffith 19755 SW 134» Court Mrami, Florida 331

ARTICLE IX
The terms of office of the initial Board of Direclors will be set at the next meeting of the Board of Direclors.
Elected members shall be added {6 serve on the board on a staggered basis, consistent with the terms of
the appainted members of the Board of Direclars. Maimbers will be elected from time to time, serve on the
Board of Directors consistent with & lime and requirement of the funds from funding agency(ies).
These sxeculive gosilions maybn changed experded or decreased in accordance wilh the jaws of the

state of Florida and the by laws of the corporation.
ARTICLE X

The address of the Corpotation's registered office is 19755 S.W, 134 Court, Miami, Florida 33177, and
. Griffith as e Registered Agant. | hereby accapt the designation

ARTICLE X]

The auttorized number and qualifications of Members af the Corporation, the different classes of
membership, if any, the property, voling and other rights ang privileges of Members and their liability ©
duss and assegsments and the method of calleclion therecf, shall be 28 set forfh in the BY-Laws.
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ARTICLE XN

The Corporation is formed for charitable, educational and cultural purposes. The Corporation is not
organized, nar shali it be operated for a primary purpase of generating pecuniary gain of profit, and it will
not distribute any gains. profits, or dividends to the members thereof, or to any individual, except that the
Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered
and to make payments and assets, profits, and net income of the Corporation are irrevocably dedicated io
charitable, educational and cultural purposes. and no part of the profit or net income of the Corporaticn
shall inure to the benefit of any Director, Officer, Member thereof or to the benefit of any individual,

ARTICLE Xill
Upon winding up a dissolution of the Corporation, the assets of the Corporation remaining after payment
of. ar provision for payment of, il debls and liabilities of the Corperation, shall be distributed to an
organization and used exciusively to accomplish the general purposes for which this Corporation was
organized. If the Corporation holds any assats in trust, such assets shall be dispesed of in such manner
as may b directed by decree of the Superior Ceurt of the County in which the Corporaticn's principal
office is located, upon petition thereof by the Atlorney General or by any person concernied in liquidation.

ARTICLE XV

in the event that this Corporation shall become a “privats foundation” within the meaning of section 509 of
the Intemal Revenye Code 1854, the corporation shall digtribute its ingome for each taxable year at such
ime and in such manner as not to subject it fo tax under section 4942 of thes Internal Revenue Code; shall
not engage in any act of seli-dealing as defined in section £941(d) of the Intérnal Revenue Code; shall
not retain any excess business holdings as defined in section 4843(c) of the Internal Revenue Code; shall
not make any mvestments in such manner 3s 10 subject 4 to tax under section 4944 of the Intermal
Revenue Code: and shall not make any taxable expendilures as defined in section 4945(d) of the Internal
Revenvua Code.

ARTICLE Xv
Any persen (and the heirs, execulors, and administrators of such persons) made or threatened 1o e
made a party fo any action, suit or proceeding by reasan of the fact that he is or was a Director or Officer
of the Gorpuration shall be indernnified by the Corporation against any and all fability and the reasonable
expense, including attorney’s fees and dighursement, incurred by him (aor by his heirs, execulors or
administrators) in connection with the defense or settiement of such achon. suit or proceeding, or in
connection with an appearance therein, except in relation to matiars as fo which it shall be adjudged in
such action, suit or proceeding that such director or Officer is liable for negligence or misconduct in the
performance of his duties. Such night of indemnification shall not be deemed exclusive of any other rights
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to which such Director or Officer {or such heirs, executars or agminisiraters) mey be entitled apart from
this Article,

ARTICLE XVi - RULES DOF ORDER
“ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER" shal! determine the rules of erder in all mestings of the members amd
the board of Directors unless in conflict with any of the terms herecf,

ARTICLE XVH - AMENDMENTE
The By-Laws may be adopied, amended, aitered or repealed by a mgjority vote of the metnbars of the
organization or by & majority vole of the Board of Directors at any annual or special meeting calied for
such purpose provided that the purpose, date and place of the meeting, i3 ahnounced at least twenty
days prior to the date of said meeling.

ARTICLE XI!l - INCORPORATORS
The names and addresses of the incorporators of these articles of incomoration and their signatures are
as {ollows:
STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE )
©On this 15 day of August, 2005 before me, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared Rudolph
D. Griffith known o me {a ba the person whose name is subseribed 1o the Articles of incorporation for The
Guyana Association of South Florida, Inc. attached herein, and acknowladged that he executed the same
for the purposes therein contained.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunte set my hand and official seal,

!Uc—;iary EUE'i'IC %Eate E‘i ;%a 1ia

My Commission Expires: Gi3/0cL

A, Shantine Anderson

S A Conamiseion # oIS
Erple W‘:i’mm
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