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@ ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION f»’u‘aﬁfﬁ};ﬁ? Fe5TaTe
OF “LE FLORID,

BIG FISH MISSTONS GEAR, INC.
A FLORIDA NONPROFIT CORPORATION

The undersigned incorporator hereby makes snd files these Articies of Incorporation for the
purposes of forming a corperation under the Florida Nat For Profit Corporation Act, F.8. Chapter
617, and all applicable laws of the State of Florida,

ARTICLE {
NAME

The name of the Corporation shall be: BIG FISH MISSIONS GEAR, INC.. refermed to
herainafter from iime to time as the “corporabion.”

ARTICLE il
PURPOSE
This corporation is forrmed primarily for the purpose of making clothing and other gear
commonly used by missionaries on misaions, availabie for their purchase and use, Additionafly, the
corporation saeks o raise swareness, and to assist in funding mission trips and disaster relief
efforts, in the name of Jesus Christ. The purposes for which the sorporation is organized are
exclusively religious, charitable, scientific, iterary and educational within the meaning of Section
501{c}{3) of the Intemal Ravenue Code of 1986 or the corrpepanding provision of any future United
States internal Revenue aw. These purpozes intlude bt are nof fimitad 1o the following:

(a) To raceiva contributions or donations of property, real, personai and mixed,
and 16 apply the same (o the tax-exempt purposes of the corporation,

{b) Toprovidethat no part of the net earnings of the corporation shatl inure to the
beneiil of any member, Director. officer, or any private individual shd no member, Diractor, officer, or
any private individual shall ba entitled to share in g distritiution of any of the assete on dissolutipn of
the corporafion. No part of the activities of the corporation shall be carryving on propaganda or
otherwise affermpling fo influencae legislation, or participating in or ntervening in {inciuding the
publication or distribution of statements of any polttical campaign on behalf of any candidats for
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public offica;

(=) Tao provide that if af any time the corporation shall be g “private foundation”
within the meaning of Section 509 of the Inlerma! Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the
¢corporation: shal! distribute i income for each taxabie yaar at such time and in such manner as nof
1o become subjec! to the tax on undistributed income imposed by Section 4942 of the Intemal
Ravenus Code of 1986, of coresponding provizion of any subsequent faderal tax Jaws;

{ad} To provide that if ot any time the corporation shall be a “private foundation”
within the meaning of Saclion 508 of the internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, the
corporation shall not engage in any acts of seif-dealing as defmed in Section 494°1{d) of the Intemal
Revenue Code of 1986, or cotresponding provisions of any subisaquent lnderal tax iaws;

{e} To provide that if at any time the corporation shall ba & “private foundgtion™
within the meaning of Section 508 of the Intermal Revenue Coda of 1986, us amended, the
‘corporation shall retain not any excess business holdings as dafined in Seclicn 4943(c} of the
Internal Revenue Coda of 1986,0r corresponding provisions of anhy subsequent fedecat tax faws;

e To provids that if at any fime the corporation shall be a “private foundation”
within the meaning of Saction 502 of the intemal Revenue Code of 1388, as amended, the
cofporation shall not make any investments in wich manner as to subject if to tax under Section
4544 of the internal Revanus Cods of 1886,0r cormesponding provisions of any subsequent fadarst
tnx faws;

{s}] To provide thwat if at any time the corporation shall be a “mivate foundation”
within the maaning of Section 509 of the Intemsl Revenue Code of 1886, as amended, the
corporation shall not make any taxable expenditures as defined in Section 4845(d} of the intemal
Revenue Code of 1988 or corrasponding provisions of any subsaquent federal tax laws;

{3)] Notwithstanding any other provizion of tiesee Asticles, this corporation shall
not cany on sny activities not pamitted to be cattled on by an organizatien pexempt from faderai
income tax under Section 501{c}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 18686 or the cofresponding
pravigion of any future Unied States Intemal Revenue jaws.
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2Tl H
MEMBERS
The membership of this corporation shailt be ali persons willing o bacome members of the
corporstion, who sre deemed by the Directors to be sympaihetic to the purposes of the corporation,
otherwiza worthy of membership. Other persans may become Members fiom tima to time herealter,
in the manner provided in the Bylaws of the Corporatian.

ATl s
CORPORATE EXISTENCE
The existance of thiz corparation is to bagin fve {5 business days prior to the date these
Adiclas of incorporation are filad with the Depariment of State and o continua perpetually theraatter,

ARTICLE V
! AL, CE ADDRE

Tha street address of the initial principat office of the comporation in the State of Florida is
2853 Hammock Drive, Plant Gity, Florida 33566, The Board of Directors may from time 2o time
move the principat affices to any other adiress in Florida, and may establish branch officas in such
other place or places within of without the State of Florida s It may designate.

ARTIGLE
MANAGEMENT IRECT

Tha affairs of the corporation shali ba managed by a Board of Directors coansisting of not
fewer than three (3) Directors, elected by the members of the corporation in the manner provided in
the Bylsws of the cosporation. Clualifications of the Directors, together with the termas of office,
marner of election, removal, chargge of number {but not leas than $ireo (3)], filing vacancies and
newly craated diractorships, powers, duties sind liability shall, @xcept as otheswise provided in these
Articies or by the laws of the State of Florida, be as prescribad in the Bylaws,

The namesg and addrasses of the persons who shall senve as Initinl Directora of the
corporation untif their successor are duly alected and qualified are as folfows:
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Name - Address

Christopher Todd Smith 2853 Hammaock Drive
Plant Clty, Florida 33568
Johin Gary Witlis 6005 State Road 38
Plant City, Florida 33567
Staces Willlams Smith 2853 Hammock Drive
Plant City, Florida 33566
Christina Marie Wiilis 6005 State Road 39

Plant City, Florida 33587

ARTICLE Vil
I TORS' POWERS

The Board of Directors shailt have ths power to fix or change sataries of the direciors as
directars and as of officers, to parmit contfacts or other iransactions helwaen the corparation and
one ar more of its directors individually or businesses in which one or more of its directors are
intarested, and to gxercise such other pawers of the corporation as are not inconsisient with these
Articles or with any By-Laws that may be 'adophed by the mambers.

Without imiting the generality of the foregoing, no cantract or other transaction betwean this
eorporation ang one or mors of ite Directors, or between this corperation and any firm of which one
ormore aof s directors are members or employees, or In which they are interesgted, or between this
corporation and any corporaticn, agsociation, or other enlerprise of which one or more of [ts
Directors are stockholders, members, directors, offfcers or emplcyesg, or in which they are
Ireragted, shalt be deernad to ba invalid because of the presance of suctdirector or direcions atthe
mesting of the SBoard of Directors of this corporation, which acts upon, or in reference o, such
contract of fransaction, or because of his or their participation in such action, if the fact of such
intarast shall be disclosed or known to the Board of Directors and the Board of Divectors shall,
neveriheless, suthonize, approve, and radify such contract of ransaction by a vote of a majority of
the directors (such interested director or directors {o be countad in determining whather a quorum is
presant, but not to be courted in cafcutating the majority necessary o cwry such vote,) This
paragraph shaff not ba congtrued to invalidate any contract or other transaction that would ctherwige
be valid under the common or statutory law applicable thereto. Nothing inthis Section shalt be read
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1o permit any self-dealing, or other activity not permitted by the Laws of the intemal Revenue Service
governing Non-Profit Corporshions.

ARTICLE viil
BYLAWS
The Bylaws of the corporatian are to be made, altered of rascinded by a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of ait members presort at any acnual or gpacial meeting of the membership, provided nefice of such
amendment shall he submitted to the membership not tass than thirty (30} days ptior thenetfo.  Any
praposal for a change in the Bylaws zhall be presentad 1o the Board of Directors for discussion at
lease fucty-five (45) days prior to s prozentation to the mambership.

ARTIGLE X
AMENDMENTS
These Articles of incorporation may be amendad by g two-thirds {2/3) vote of tha mambers
present at any annual or special meeting of the mambarship, providsd that notice of such
amendment shall have been submitted to the membership not less than thirty (30} days prior
thereto, Any broposed amendments shall be presanted 10 the Board of Directors for discussion at
loazs forty-five {45) days prior 1o fis presentation o tha membership.

ARTICLE X
f ICATION OF DIR R

Every Diractor of the corparation shall be indernnifisd by the corporation ngainst all expenses
srd Uabilitles, inchiding attorneys feas, reasonably incurred by or imposed upon fim or her in
connaction with any civit or crminal proceedings to which that Director is a party or involved by
reason of being or having hean a Director of the corporation, whether or not he or she was a
Director at the Ume such expense are incumed, excapt in such casas whete the Director is adjudged
guitty of willful misfeasance in tha perfarmance of his or her duties as a Direclor. In the event any
cleim of iIndemnification is based upon a settiement, the indemnification herein shall only apply fthe
Board of Dirsctors rpproves such sefflement and reimbursement as baing in the bestinterest ofthe
carporation. The forgoing right of indemnification shali be in addition t6 and notexclusive of all cther
right to which auch Diractor may be entified {o under Florida law.
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ARTICLE X
ANNUAL MEETINGS

The annual meeting of members for the slection of the Board of Directors shall be held agis
providad in the Bylaws, including provisions for notics, quorum. Additional and apecral meetings
may ke provided for in the Bylaws as welil

ARTICLE Xit
DISTR b ET f

Inthe svent of disgolution, the residual assets of the corporation shall be tumed ovarto one

or mare arganizations which thernselvas sre oxempt as crganizstions described in Section S01(c)(3)

and 170{c){2) of the Internal Ravenue Code of 1988 or the comasponding provision of any prior or
future internat Revenue Code, or the faderal, state orlocal govemnment for exclusive public purpese.

ARTICLE Xiil
IGNATI RED AGENT

The registered agent of the comorstion and the addrass of the registered agert and
registarsd offica of the comporation shall be as follows:

Name ' Address
Jamas A, Borios, Eaquire 255 North Kentueky Ave
Suile 207

Lakeland, Florida 33801

ARTICLE XV
INCORPQRATOR
The name and street address of the Incorporator ia;
Namg Aggregss
Chtistopher Todd Smith 2853 Mammock Drive
Plant City, Florida 33568
6
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Incorporator, has hereuinto set his hand and seal
this 10 e day of Mareh, 2005, for the purpose of forring this corporation undar the laws of the
State of Fiorida, and hereby makes and filas with the Departmeant of State of the State of Florida,
these Anticies of incemporation,

This instrument was. prepared by James A, Barrios, Esquire, whose address i3 255 North Kentueky
Avenue, Suite 201, Lakeland, Florida 33801,
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ACCEPTANCE BY REGIS EDAG

Having been named Registered Agent and designaied to accept service of process for the
above-gtated corporation, at the place designated herein, 1 hareby agree to actin thig capacity, and |

further agree 1o comply with the pravieions of all sistuies ralative to the propar and complete
performance of ry dulies,

P
Dated: March _¢¢7_ . 2005,

S A B

amas A. Barios, Esquire
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