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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
AND CONSTITUTION
For
SPIRIT OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH, INC.
(a Florida nonprofit corporation)
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The undersigned persons, acting as incorparators and inifial members of a corporation net for profit under Florida

Statules, chuding Chapter 817 {Fonda Not For Profit Corporation Act), adopt the following Arficles of Incorporation
for such Corporation:

*PREAMBLE

We, baptized members of Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, responding in faith o the call of the Holy Spitit through the
Gospel, desiring to unite together 1o preach the Word, adminisler the sacramenits, and carry out God's mission, do

hereby adopt this constitution and solemnly pledge curselves io be governed by s provisions. In the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Chapler 1.
NAME AND INCORPORATION

C1.01.  The name of this congregation shall be Sphit of Life Lutheran Church and the name of this comporation
shall be Spirit of Life Lutheran Church, inc.
C1.02.

For the purpose of this constitution, this congregation of Spirit of Life Lutheran Church and this corporation
are each referred fo herein as this "congregation.”

C1.41.  This congregation is incorporated under the laws of the State of Florida pursuant to these Arlicles of

Incorporation and Constitulion.

Chapter 2.
CONFESSION OF FAITH

*C2.01.  This congregation confesses the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
*C2.02.  This congregation confesses Jesus Christ as Lond and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God for the
selvation of all who belisve.

a. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incatmate, through whom everything was made and through whose
iife, desth, and resurreclion God fashions a new creation. -

k. The proclamation of Got's message o us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, revealing
judgment and mercy through word and desd, beginning with the Waord in creation, confinuing i the
history of Israel, and cenlering in all its fullress in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

¢. The canonical Seripfures of the Cld and New Testaments are the written Word of God. Inspired by
God's Spinif speaking thraugh their authors, they recard and announce God's revelation centering in
Jesus Chyist. Through them God's Spirit speaks fo us to creale and sustein Christian faith and
feliowship for service in the world.

*C2.03.  This congregation accepts the canonicaf Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word
of God and the authoritative source and nom of ifs proclamation, faith, and life.
*C2.04.

This congregation aceepts the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as tue declarations of the falth
of this congregation.
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*C2.05.

*C2.08.

*C2.07.

Chapter 3.

F10300032149C

This congregalion accepts the Unaltered Augshurg Confession as a frue witness to the Gaspel,
acknowledging as one with i in faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the teachings of the
Unattered Augshurg Confession.

This congregation accepts the other confessional writings it the Book of Concard, namely, the Apology of
the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Arlicles and the Treatise, the Small Catechism, the Large
Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as further valid interpretations of the faith of the Church.

This congregation confesses the Gospel, recorded in the Holy Scriptures and confessed in the ecumenical
creeds and Lutheran confessional writings, as the power of God fo create and sustain the Church for
God's mission in the world,

NATURE OF THE CHURCH

*C3.01.
*03.02.

Chapter 4.

Alt powar in the Church belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ, ifs head All actions of this congregation are to
be camied out under his rule and autherity.

The Church exists both as an inclusive feflowship and as local congregations gathered for worship and
Christian service. Congregations find their fulfiiment in the universal community of the Church, and the
universat Church exists in and through congregations, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
therefore, derives its character and powers both from the sanction and representation of its congregations
and from its inherant nature as an expression of the broader feliowship of the faithful. In length, it
acknowledges itself o be in the historic continuity of the communion of saints; in breadth, it expresses the
fellowship of believers and congregations in our day.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

*C4.01.

*CA02.

*C4.03.

The Church is a people created by God In Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent fo bear

witness to God's creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activify in the warld.

To participate in God's mission, this congregation as & part of the Church shall:

a. Worship God in proclamation of the Wond and administration of the sacraments and through lives of
prayet, praise, thanksgiving, witness, and servics.

b. Proclaim God's saving Gospel of jusiification by grace for Christ's sake through faith alone, according
io the apostolic witness in the Holy Scrinture, preserving and fransmitting the Gospel faithfully to
prasest and fulure generations.

¢. Camy out Christ's Great Commission by reaching out o alf peaple to bring them to faith in Christ and
by daing ail ministry with a global awareness consistent with the understanding of God as Creator,
Redsemer, and Sanciifier of all.

d. Serve in response to God's lave to meet human needs, caring for the sick and the aged, advocating
dignity and justice for ail people, working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, and
standing with the poor and powerless, and committing itseff fo their needs,

2. Nuttwe its members in the Word of God so 8s to grow i Taith and hope and love, lo see daily e as
the primary setfing for the exercise of their Christian caling, and to use the gifts of the Spirit for their
life together and for their caliing in the world.

1 Assistifs members in their path of discipleship fo identify their Gad given gifi{s} of the Spirit and to
apply am  the ministry of Jesus Chifst.

g. Manifest the unity given to the peaple of God by living together in the love of Christ and by joining
with other Chiistians in prayer and action to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.

To fuifill these purposes, this congregation shalk:

& Provide sarvkes of warship at which the Word of God is preached and the sacraments are
administered.

b. Provide pastorsl care and assist all members o participate in this ministry.

=
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Chaflenge, equip, and support all members in carrying out their calling fo discipleship in their daily
iives and in thelr congregation.
4. Teach the Word of God.
e Witness to the reconciling Word of God in Christ, reaching out o all people,
f.  Respond fo human need, work for justice and paace, care for the sick and the suffering, and
participate responsibly in society,
g Molivals its members fo provide financial support for the congregation's minisiry and the ministry of
other parts of the Evangetical Lutheran Church in America,
h. Foster and participate in interdependent relationships with other congregations, the synod, and the
churchwide organizafion of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
i. Foster and parficipate in ecumenical relationships consistent with churchwide poficy,

*C4.04. This congregation shall develop an organizational struciure to be described in the bylaws. The
Congregation Councll shall prepare guidelines of responsibifiies where helpful fo connect mission and
ministry. Ministry networks and ministry ieams, though ever changing, shall be identified in the By-Laws
andior Confinuing Resolutions.

*C4.05. This congregation shall adopt a mission statement which wilt provide specific direction for its ministry, and
from fime to time review its wording to assure focused consistency.

Chapter 5.
POWERS OF THE CONGREGATION

*C5.81. The powers of this congregation are those necessary to fuffill ifs purpese.

*C5.82.  Tha powers of this congregation are vested in the Congregation Meating called and conducted as
provided in this constitution and bylews.

*G503.  Only such authorly as is delegated fo the Congregation Councll or ather organizational unifs in this
congregation's govemning documents is recognized, All remaining authorty is retained by the
congregation. The congregation is authorized to:

a. call a pastor as provided in Chapter 8;

b. temminate the call of a pastor as provided In Chapler §;

c. calt orterminate the call of associates in ministry, deaconsssss, and diaconal ministers in conformily
with the applicable policy of the Evangelicat Lutheran Church in America;

d. adopt amendments to the constitution, &s provided in Chapler 17, and all amandments {o the bylaws,

as specified in Chapler 186;

approve the anntial budget,

acquire real and personal propesty by gift, devise, purchase, or other lawful means;

held titte fo and uss its properfy for any and all actviies consistent with its purpose;

sefl, morigage, lease, fransfer, or otherwise dispose of its propedy by any lawil means;

elect its Congragafion Council, and require the members of the council to carmy ot thelr duties in

accordance with the constitifion, bylaws and continuing resolutions; and

terminate its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as provided in Chapter 8.

*C5.04. Thls congregation shall choose from among its voling members laypersons to serve as voling members of
the Synod Assembly as well as persons to represent if at meefings of any conference, cluster, coafition, or
other area subdivision of which it is a member. The number of persons {o be elected by the congregation
and other quatifications shalt be as pressribed in guldelines established by this synod.

s m o e

Chapter 6.
CHURCH AFFILIATION

*C8.01.  This congregation shall be an interdependent part of the Evangelical Lutheran Chureh in America or its
sucpessor, and of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the Evangefical Lutheran Church in America, This
congregation is subject to the discipline of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

JAXBESB37_3 _ e H03000321490
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“C6.02. This congregation aceepts the Confession of Faith and agrees fo the Purposes of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America and shall act in accordance with them.

*C6.03.  This congregation acknowledges its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Americain
which:

a. This congregation agrees to ba rasponsible for its life as a Christian community.

b. This congregation pledges its inancial support and paricipation in the §ife and mission of the
Evangefical Lutheran Church in America,

¢ This congregalion agrees to call pastoral leadership from the clergy roster of the Evangelical
tutheran Church in America in accordance with its call procedures except in special circumstances
and with the approval of the bishop of fhe synod. '

d. This congregation agrees to consider associates in ministry, deaconessss, and diaconal ministers for
call to other staff positions in the congregation accordmg to the procedures of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

e. This congregation agrees to file this constitution and any sthsequent changes fo this constitution with
the synod for review io ascertain that alt of its provisions are in agreement with the constitution and
bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America angd with the constitution of the synod.

*C8.04. Affiliation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America may be terminalted as follows:

a. This congregation takes action fo dissolve.

b. This congregalion caases to exist.

¢. This congregation is removed from membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Chusch in America
according fo the procedures for discipline of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

d.  This congregafion follows the pracedures outlined in *C8.05.

*C6.05.  This congregation may ferminate its relationship with the Evangelical Litieran Church in America by the
following procedure;

a. A resolution indicafing the desire of ﬂus congregation to terminate its refationship must be adapted at
a legally called and conducted special meeting of this congregation by a two-thirds majority of the
voling members present.

b. The sacretary of this congregation shall submit a copy of the resolufion fo the synadical bishop and
shall mail a copy of the resolution to volting members of this congregation. This notice shall be
submitted within 10 days after the resolution has been adopled.

¢ The bishop of the synod shall consul with this congregation during & period of at least 90 days

d. f this congregation, afier consulation, stilt desires to terminate its relationship, such action may be
taken at a legally called and conducted special meeting by & two-thirds majority of the voting
members present, at which meeting the bishop of the syrod or an authorized representafive shalt be
prasent. Notice of the meeting shafl be maifed fo all voting members at least 10 days in advance of
the meefing.

8. A certified copy of the resolution to ferminate its relationship shall be sent to the synodical bishap, at
which time the relationship between this congregation and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America shall be terminated.

. Notiee of termination shall be forwarded by the synodical bishep to the secretary of this church and
published in the periodicat of this church.

g. If this congregation was 2 member of the Lutheran Church in America, it shall be required, in addition
fo the foregeing provisions in *G6.03., o receive synedical approval before teminating ifs
membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

h. i this congregation was esiablished by the Evangelivad Lutheran Church in America, it shall be
required, in addition to the foregoing provisions in *C8,05., to recelve synodical approval before
ferminafing its membership in the Evangalical Lutheran Church in America.

*CB.06. I this congregation is considering relocafion, it shalt confer with the bishop of the synod in which itis
tetritoiially located before any steps are taken leading o such acfion. The approval of the Synod Council
shall be received before any such action is effected.

JAXIEESHIT_D -
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Chapter 7.
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
*C7.01.  ifthis congregation ceases to exist, tile fo undisposed proparty shall pass fo the Florida-Bahamas Synod

*C7.02.
*C7.03.

CT.04.

Chapler B.

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

if this congregation is removed from membership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
according to ifs procedure for discipline, title to property shall contintie to reside in this cangregation.

if a two-thirds majority of the voling members of this congregation present at a regularly called and
conducted spacial mesting of this congregation vote fo fransfer to another Lutheran church body, fifle to
property shafl continue to reside in this congregation. Before this congregation takes action to transfer to
another Lutheran church body, i shall consult with representatives of the Florida-Bshamas Synod,

If a bwo-thirds majority of the voling members of this congregalion present af a regularly calied and
conducted spacial meating of this congregation vote to bacome independent or relate to a non-Lutheran
church body, fifle to property of this congregation shall continue to reside in this congregation only with the
consent of the Synod Councif. The Synod Councl, after consultation with this congragation by the
established synodical process, may glive approval to the request {o becore independent or fo refaie to a
non-Lutheran church body, in which case title shall remain with the majority of this congregation. If the
Synod Council fzils fo give such approval, tile shall remain with those members who desire to confinue as
a congregation of the Evangefical Lutheran Church in America.

MEMBERSHIP

*Ca.01.

*C8.02.

*C8.03.
*C8.04.

*G8.05.

JAXIE85637_3 . 5

Members of this congregation shall be those baplized persons on the roll of this congregation at the time
that this constitution is adopted and those who are admitted thereafter and whe have declared and
maintain their membership in accordance with the provisians of this copsitution and its bytaws.

Members shall be classified as follows:

a. DBaptized members are those persons who have been received by the Sacrament of Holy Baplism in
this congregation, or, having been previously haptized I the name of the Trune God, have been
received by certificate of transfer from other Lutheran congregations or by affimation of faith.

b. Confimed members are bapfized persons who have been confirmed in this congregation, those who
have been received by adult baptism or by fransfer as confirmed members from other Lutheran
congregations, or baplized persons received by affirmation of faith,

¢, Voling members are confirmed members. Such confirmed members shall bave communed and made
a8 contribution of recond during the curment or preceding year.

d. Associate members are persons holding membership in other Lutheran [Chiistian] congregations who
wish ta retain such membership but desire to pariicipate i the life and mission of this congregation.
They have all the privileges and duties of membership except vofing rights and eligitiity for elected
offices or membarship on the Congregation Couneil of this congregation. '

e. Not for reporting in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, but nevertheless a definite part of
the strength of a congregation in the 21% Century, attending members are those who participate
regularly in the worship and ministry of the congregation, but wha, for whatever reasan choose not to
affiliate or formatize their membership as heretofore defined.

All applications for confirned membership shalf be submitted to and shall require the approval of the

Congregation Councl.

it shalt be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to;

a make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sagraments;

b. live a Chyistian fife in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the Lutheran church; and
. support the work of this congregation, the synod, and the churchwide organization of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America through contributions of thelr time, abifities, and financtat support as

biblical stewands.

Membership in this congregation shait be ferminated by any of the following:

—_—
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death;

resignation;

fransfer or release;

disciplinary action by the Congregation Council; or

e. removal from the rolf due 1o inactivity as defined in the bylaws.

Such persons who have been removed from the roll of members shall remain persons for whom the
church has a canfinuing pastarat concem.

oo o

Chapter 8.
THE PASTOR

*Ca.01.  Auihority fo call a pastor shall be In this congregation by at least a two-thirds majorily, writlen ballot vole of
members present and voting at a meeting regularly called for that purpose. Before a call is issued, the
officers, or a call feam elecled by the Congregalion Counci! ie recommend the call, shall seek the advice

. and help of the bishop of tha synod.

*C8.02.  Only a member of the clergy roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or a candidate for the
roster of ordained ministers who has been recommended for the congregation by the synodical bishop
may be called as g pastor of this congregation.

*C9.03.  Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

a. Every ordained minister shall:

1}  preach the Word;

2)  administer the sacraments;

3}  condust public worship;

4}  provide pastoral cane; and

5  speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and
prociaiming God's love for the world.

f. Each ordained minister with a congregafionat call shafl, within the congregation:

1} offer instruction, confirm, marry, visit the sick and distressed, and bury the dead;

2)  supervise alt schools and organizations of this congregation;

3)  install regularly elected members of the Congregation Council; and

4)  with the counclf, administer discipline.

¢. Every pastor shail:

1) strive to extend the Kingdom of God in the community, in the nation, and abroad;

2) seek out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospet;

3 impart knowledge of this church and ifs wider ministry through distibution of its periodicals and
other publications; and

4}  andeavor fo increase the support given by the congregation 1o the wark of the churchwide
organization of the Evangelical Lutheren Church in America (ELCA} and of the Florida-Bahamas
Synad of the ELCA.

*C8.04. The specific dufles of the pastor, compensation, and other matiers pestaining o the servics of the pastor
shall be included in a letter of cali, which shall be aftested by the bishop of the synod.

*C9.05.

a. The call of a congregafion, when accepted by a pastor, shalt consttute a confinuing mutuat
relationship and commitment, which, except in the case of the death of the pastor, shall be terminated
ontly following consultation with the synodical bishep and for the following reasons:

1) mutual agreement o terminate the call or the completion of a call for a speciiic term;

2)  resignation of the pastor, which shall become effective, unless ofherwise agreed, 30 days after
the date on which & was submitied;

3}  inability to conduct the pastoral office effechvefy in the congregation in view of local candifions,
without reflection on the competence or the moral and spiritual character of the pastor;

4y the physical or mental incapacity of the pastor;

M
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5) disqualification of the pastor thraugh discipline on grounds of doctrine, morality, or continued
neglect of duly;

6) the dissolution of the congregation; or :

7)  suspension of the congregation as a result of discipline proceedings.

b. When allegations of physical or mental incapacily of the pastor or ineffective conduct of the pastoral
office have come ta the attentfon of the bishap of the synod, the bishop in his ar her sole discretion
smay, of when such allsgations have been brought to the synod's atterdion by an official recitat of
allegations by the Congregation Cotncll or by a petition signed by at least one-third of the voting
members of the congregation, the bishop shall, investigate such conditions persenally in company
with & committee of two ordeined ministers and one |ayperson.

c. Incase of alleged physical or mental incapacity, competent medical testimony shall be obtained,
When such disabifity is evident, the bishop of the synod with the advice of the committee shall declare
the pastorate vacant. Upon the restoration of a disabled pastor fo health, the bishop of the synod shall
take steps to enable the pasfor to resume the ministry, efther in the congregation last served or in
anather field of labar, .

d. Inthe case of alleged local difficulties that imperil the effective functioning of the congregation, all
concemed persons shall be heard, affer which the bishap of the synod fogather with the commitiee
described in *C8.05.b. shall decide on the course of aztien to be recommended {0 the pastor and the
congregation. If they agree to carmy aut such recommendations, no further action shall be taken by the
synod. ! either parly fails 1o assent, the congregation may dismiss the pastor by a two-thirds majority
vote of the voting members present at a regulary called meeting after consulfation with the bishop.

e. I, inthe course of proceedings described in *C9.05.4., the committee concludes that there may be
grounds for disciplinary action, the commities shail make recommendations concerming disciplinary
action fo the synodisal bishop who may bring chargas, in acsordance with the provisions of the
constitition and bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the constitution of this
synat, '

. K following the appointment of the committee described in *C9.05.b. ot d., it should hecome apparent
that the pastoral office cannot be conducted effectively in the congregation{s) belng served by the
ordained minister due to local conditions, the bishop of the syned may. temporarily suspend the pastor
from sefvice in the congregation(s} without prejudice and with pay provided through a joint synodical
and churchwide fund and with housing provided by the congregation(s).

At a time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastor shatl be appointed by the bishop of the synod with the

eonsent of this congregation or the Congregation Gouncil.

During the period of service, an inferim pastor shall have the rights and duties in the cangregation of a

regularly called pastor and may delegate the same in part to a supply pastor with the consent of the

bishap of the synod and this congregafion or Congregation Councll. The interim pastor and any ordained
pastor providing assistance shall refrain from exerting influence in the selfection of a pastor.

This songregation shall make satisfactory setffement of all fnancia! obligations to a former pastor before

caliing a successor. A pestor shall make safisfactury setlement of all financial obiigations to this

cangregation before beginning service in a calf to another congregation or employment in another ministry
setffing related to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

When a pastor is cafled o serva in company with another pastor or pastors, the privileges and

respensibilities of sach pastor shall be spesified in documents to acsompany the call and 1o be draffed in

consultation invoiving the pastars, the Cangregation Cauncil, and the bishop of the synod. As occasion
requires, the documents may be revised through a similar consultation.

With the approval of the bishop of the synod, the congregation may depast from *C5.05.a. and calf a

pastor for a specific term. Details of such calls shall be in wriling setiing forth the pumpose and congifions

invalved. Prior to the completion of a term, the bishop or a designated representative of the bishop shalf
mest with the pastor and representatives of the congregation {or a review of the call. Such a call may alse
be terminated bafore its sxpiration in accordance with the provisions of *C8.05.a.

M
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*(8.12. The pastor shall keep accurate parochial records of all baptisms, confirmations, marriages, burials,
commurnicants, members received, members dismissed, or members excluded from the congregation, and
shall submit a summary of such slatistics annually io the synod. The pastor shail be a member of the
congregation that has extended the letter of call. In a parish of multiple congregations, the pastor shali
hold membership in one of the congregations.

*C8.13. The pastor{s) shall submit a report of his or her ministry fo tha bishop of the synod at least 50 days prior fo
each regular meating of the Synod Assembly.

" Chapter 10.
CONGREGATION MEETING

C10.01. The annual meeting of this congregation shall be held at the time specified in the bylaws.

C10.02. A special Congregation Meeting may be called by the pastor, the Cangragation Council, or the president
of this congregation, and shall be called by the president of the congregation upon the written reduest of
ten percent of the voting members. The call for each special meeting shall specify the purpose for which &
is o be held and no other business shall be transacted. ’

€10.03. Motice of all meetings of this congregafion shall be given at the services of worship on the preceding two
consecutive Sundays and by mait to alt [voting] members at least 10 days in advance of the date of the
meeting, The posting of such notice in the regular mail, with the regufar postage affixed or paid, sent fo the
last known addrass of such members shall be sufficient.

C10.04. Fifty-one parcent (51%) present of the vofing members shall constitute a quorum.

C10.05.  Voting by proxy or by ahsentes baliot shall not be permitied.

C10.08. Al actions by the congragation shall ba by majority vote except as othetwise providad in this constitution.

£10.07. Robert's Rules of Order, tatest edifion, shall govern parliamentary procedure of all meetings of this
congregation.

Chapter 1.
OFFICERS

C11.01.  The officers of this congregation shali be a president, vice president, secretary, and reasurer.
a. Duties of the officers shalt be specified in the bylaws.
b. The officers shall be voling members of the congregation.
¢. The president, vice president and secretary of this congregation shall serve similar offices of the
Congregation Counci! and shall be voting members of the Congregation Council.
d. The president, vica president, and secretary shall be selected from the elected membership of the
Congregation Council,

C11.02.  The Congregation Councll shall elect ifs officets and they shall alse be the officers of the congregation.
The cfficers shall be elected annually by written ballet, the president, vice prasident, and secretary to
sapve for only ane year, with al! officers to serve undit their successars are efected. Their terms shall begin
at the close of the annuat meeting at which they are elected.

G11.03.  No officer shall hold maore than one office at a fime. Only finance officers may be eligibie to serve more
than two conseculive terms in the sams office.

Chapter 12.
CONGREGATICN CCUNCIL

{1201, The affairs of the congregation shall be managed by & board of directors fo be known as the
“Congregational Council.” The voting membership of the Congregation Council shall consist of the
pastors) and not less than six nor more than twelve members of the congregation slected by the
congragation. Any voting member of the congregation may be elected, subject only to the limitation on the
length of continuous service permitted in that office. A member's place on the Congregation Council shal

JAXGBSE3T_3 ‘ 8- HO300032149¢




NOY. 26, 2003 1

gl1z.02.

012.03.
C12.04.

C12.05.

JAXIGBSEIT.3 18-

{1350 ROGERS TOWERS KO. 6366  P. 11

HO3000321490

be declared vacant if the member a) ceases o be a voling member of this congregation orb} is absent

from four succassive regular meetings of the Congregation Council without cause,

The members of the Congregation Cotncif, except the pastor(s), shall be elected by written ballot to serve

terms of nof less than two or mcre than three years, or untd their successors are siected. Such members

shali be eligibie to serve no mare than two full terms {whether two or three years) conseculively, Their
terms shall bagin at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected. Newly elected full term

Congregation Councit mernbers shall be installed at worship the Sunday foliowing their election.

Should a member's place on the Congregation Councit be declared vacant, the Congregation Council

shall elect, by majority vole, a successor until the next annual meefing.

The Congregation Council shalt be responsible for the development and review of the life and aclivities of

this congregation, and in particular its warship fife, ta the end that everything be dene in accordance with

{he mission cf this congregation, the Word of Ged and the falth and praclivs of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in America. The duties of the Congregation Councif shall include the following:

a, Tolead this congregation in stating its mission, to do strategic planning within the vision of the
cangregatmn to ait in setfing goals and priorities, and to avaluate its aclivities in fight of fts misson,
vision and goals.

b. Toseek to mvolve alt members of this congregation in wsrsh:p( prayer, leaming, witness, enabling,
senvice, and support.

¢ Toattend fo and provide for the administration of this congregation fo enable it to fulfilf its functions
and strive towards its mission. ,

¢ To maintain supportive relationships with the pastor(s} and staff and help them annually o evaluate
the {ulfiliment of their calling or eraployment.

2. To be examples individually and corporately of the style of life and minisiry expected of ali baptized
disciples of Jesus Christ,

{ To promote a congregational climate of peace and goodwill, and, as differences and conflicis arise, io
endeavor o foster mutuaf understanding.

g. To arrange for pasioral service during the sickness or abserce of the pastor.

h. Toemphasize parinership with the synod and churchwide units of the Evangelical Lutheran Chureh in
America as well as cooperation with other congregations, both Lutheran and non-Lutheran, subject to
estabiished policies of the synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

i Whare they are most helpfut to recommend and encourage the use of ministry resources produced or

approved by the Evangeiical Lutheran Church in America,

i Toseek out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospal.

in lleu of a special administrafive {eam, the Congregation Councit shall be responsible for the financial and

proparty matters of this congregation. Said ieam or council:

8. shall be the board of ftrustees] {directors] of this congregation, and as such shall be responsible for
maintaining and protecting is propetty and the management of its business and fiscal affairs, i shall
have the powers and be subject to the obligations that pertain fo suck boards under the laws of the
State of Florida, except 2s otherwise provided herein.

b. shall not have the authority fo buy, self, or encumber reat properly unless specifically authorized to do
50 by a meeting of the congregation.

¢. may enter into confracts of up to $5,000.00 for items not included in the budget.

d. shall prepare an annual budget based on requested or demonsirated needs for adoption by this
congregation, supervise the expenditure of funds in accordance therewith following ifs adoption, and
may incur new obligations of more than $5,000.00 in excess of the anficipated receipts only after
approval by a Congregation Mesting. The budget shall include this congregation's full indicated shars
in support of the wider ministry being carried on in parinership with the synod and churchwide
arganization.

g. shall ascertain that the financlal affzirs of this congregation are being conducted efficiently, giving
particular attertion fo the prompt payment of all ebligations and to the regular forwarding of
benevolence monies to the synodical treasurer.,
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f.  shall be responsible for this congregation’s invesiments and ifs tofal insurance program.

C12.06. The Congregation Counci shalt see that the provisions of this constitution, and either or both iis bylaws
and confinuing resolutions, if they exist, are caried ot~ -

C12.07. The Congregation Council shall provide for an annual review of the membership roster.

C12.88. The Cangregation Council shall be respansible for the employment and supervision of the salaried lay
workers of fhis congregation. '

C12.08. The Cangregation Council shall submit a comprehensive report o this congregation at the annual
meeting.

C12.11, The Cangregation Gouncit shaft normally mest onca a month. Special meetings may be called by the
pastor or the president, and shall be called by the president at the request of at least one-half of is
mermbers. Motice of each special meeting shall be given fa afl who are enfitled fo ba present.

C12.12. A quonum Jor the fransaction of business shall consist of a majority of the members of the Congregation
Coungil, inchyding the pastor or inferim pastor, except when the pastar or interim pastor requests or
consents 1o be absent and has given pricr approval to the agenda for a partisular regular or special
meeting, which shall be the only business considered at that meeting. Chronic or repeated absence of the
pastar or inferim pastor who has refused approval of the agenda of a subsequent regular or special
meeting shali not preciude action by the Congregation Council, following consuffation with the synodical
hishop. :

Chapter 13.
CONGREGATION {Administrative) TEAMS

C13.01. The officers of this congregation aiready on the Congregation Council and the senior pastor shall
constitute the Execufive Team,

C13.02. A Nominafing Team of six voting members of this congregation, twe of whom, i pessible, shall be -
ottgoing members of the Congregation Council, shall be elecled at the annual meeting foraterm of ane
year. Members of the Nominating Team are not eligible for consecutive reslection.

C13.03.  An Augdit Team of three voting members shall be appointed by the Congregation Council. Audit Team
mermbers shall nof be members of the Congregation Council. Terms of service shall b three years, with
one member appointed each year. Members shall be eligible for reappointment.

C13.04. A Mutual Ministry Team {in the absence of a mutual ministry team, their duties shall be fulfied by the
Executive Team) shall be appointed jointly by the president and the pastor, and affirmed by the
Congregation Council. Terms of service shall be two years, with three members o be appointed each
sucoessive year.

C13.05. When a pastoral vacancy occurs, a Call Team of six voting members shall be appointed by the
Congragation Council. Upon instatlation of the newly calfed pastor the team will be dismissed.

£13.06. Other Congragation Teams of this congregation may be formed, as the need arises, by action of the
Congragation Council.

£13.07. Responsibilities of Congregation Teams of {his congregation shall be specified in the bylaws andfor
continuing resolutions. ‘

Chapter 14.
ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE GONGREGATION

C14.01. Al organizations within this congregation shall exist to ald the congregafion in accomplishing its mission.
Since the congregation iiself engages only in aclivities that work o accomplish its mission, any
organization within the congregation must do the same. Therefore, etther the congregation or the
Congregation Councif shall regularly review the membership, activities and finances of these
organizafions. .

C14.02.  Special interest groups, other than those which directly accomplish the mission of the Florida-Bahamas
Synod or of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, may be organized anly if they serve to

— . e
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accornglish the mission of the congregation. They shall therefore be regulasdy reviewed by the
congregation or the Cangregation Council, '

Chapter 15.
DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERS AND ADJUDICATION |

*C15.01.

*C15.02.

*C15.03.

*C15.04.

*C15.05.
*C15.06

*C15.10.
1511

Denial of the Christiar: faith as described in this constituion, conduct grossly unbecoming a member of
the Church of Christ, or persistent trouble-making in this congregation are sufficient cause for discipline of
a member. Prior to disciplinary action, reconciiiation will be attempted following Matthew 18:15-17,
praceeding through these successive steps; a) private admanition by the pastor, b) admanition by the
pastor in the presence of two or three witnesses, and ¢) citation fo appear before the Congregation
Coungcil,

The process for discipline of a member of the congregation shalt be governed as prescribed by the chapler
on discipline in the Consfitution, Bylaws, and Contiruing Resofutions of the Evangelicat Lutheran Church
in Ametica. if discipline against a member proceeds beyond counsaling and admonition by the paslor,
charges agains! the acsused member{s} that are specific and in writing shall be prepared by member(s) of
the congregation who shall sign the charges as the accuser(s}. The writlen chamges shafl be filed with the
pastor, who shall advise the Cangregation Council of the need 1o issue a wiitlen cifation to the acoused
and the accusers that specifies the §me and place of the hearing before the Congregation Councll. The
writfen changes shall accompany the writen ¢itation to the accused. A member charged with the offense
shall appear before the Congregation Council after having received a wiitten citation, at least 10 days prior
{o the meeting. [f the member charged with the offense fails fo appear at the scheduled hearing, the
Congregational Council may proceed with the hearing and may pass judgment in the member's absence.
Membears of the Congregation Council who pariciyate in the preparation of the written charges of who
present evidence ar testimany in the hearing before the Congregation Councit are disqualified from voting
upon the question of the guilt of the accused member. Should the allegations ba sustained by a two-thirds
majority vote of the members of the Congregation Councll, who are not disqualified but who are present
ang voting, and renewed admoniticn prove ineflectual, the council shall impose one of the following
disciplinary actiohs:

a. censure before the counsil or congregation,

b. suspension from membership for a definite period of time; or

t. exclosion fmom membership in this congregation.

Disciplinary actions b. and ¢. shall be defivered io the member in writing.

The member against whom disclplinary action has been taken by ihe Congragation Council shalf have the
right to appeal the decision 1o the Synod Council. Such right may not be absidged and the declsion of the
Synod Councit shall be final,

Disciplinary actions may be recensiderad and revoked by the Congregation Councll upan receipt of a}
avidence that injustice has been done or b) evidence of repentance and amendment.

For disciplinary actions in this congregation, “due process” shatl be observed as specified in 20.41.04 in
the Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Adjudication

When there is disagreement among factions within this congregation on a substantive issue that cannot
be resolved by the parties, members of this congregafion shail have access {o the synodical biskop for
constitation after informing the chair of the Congregation Councit of their intent. if the consultation fails to
resolve the issue(s), the Consultation Cammittee of the synod shaft consider the matter. i the Consuitation
Committee of the synod shal falt fo resolve the issue{s), the matter shall be referred to the Synod Council,
whose decision shall be final.

Chapter 16.

BYLAWS

*C16.01.

JAXGEEEIT Y

This congregafion may adopt bylaws. No bylaw may conflict with this constitition.
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*C18.02. Bylaws may be adopted or amended at any legally called meeting of this congregation with a quonim
prasent by a two-thirds of those voling members present and veling.

*(18.03, Changes to the bylaws may be proposed by any voting member provided, however, that such additions ar
amendments be submitfed in writing to the Congregation Council at laast 60 days before a regular or
special Congregation Meeting catled for that purpose and that the Congregation Caunclf notify the
congregation’s members by mall of the proposal with the Council's recommendations at least 30 days in
advance of the Congregation Meeting.

*C16.04. Approved changes io the bylaws shall be sent by the secretary of this congregation fo the synod.

Chapler 17.
AMENDMENTS

*C17.01. Those sections of this constitufion that are not required, in accord with the Model Constitution for
Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, may be amanded in the following manner,
Armendmenis may be proposed by a majority of the members present or by the Congregation Coungil.
Proposais must be filed in wriing with the Congregafion Council 60 days before formal consideration by
this congregation at a regular or special Congregation Mesting called for that purpose. The Congregation
Councit shall nofify the congregation's members by mail of the proposal fogether with the councii's
recommendations at least 30 days in advance of the meefing.

*C17.02.  An amendment to this constitution, proposed under *C17.01, shall:

a. be approved af a legally calied Congregation Meeting according io this constitution by a majorify vole
of those present and voting;

b. be approved at a properly called meeting according to thxs censhtutfon by a majority vole of those
present and voling;

¢. be ratified withouf change at the next annual maeting b}f a twa-muds majority vote of those present
and voling; and

d. have the effective date ingluded in the reso!unon and nsted in the constitution.

*C17.03. | Any amendments to this constitution that resuit from the processes provided in *C17.01, and *C17.02,
shall be sent by the secretary of this congregation to the synod. The amendment shall become effective
within 120 days from the dale of the receipt of the notice by the synod unless the synod informs this
congregation that the amendment is in conflict with the constitution and bylaws of the Evangelical
tutheran Church in America or the constifution of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the ELCA

*C17.04.  Whenever the Modet Constitution for Congregations Is amended by the Churchwide Assembly, this
constfution may be amended i incorporate any such amendment by a simple majority vote of those
voting members present and voting et any subsaquent maating of the congregation without presentation at
a prior meeting of the congregation, provided that the Congregation Council has submitied by mail notice
to the congregation of such an amendment or amendments, together with the councit's recommendations,
at least 30 days prior fo the meeting. Following the adeption of an amendment, the secretaty of the
congregation shall submit a copy thereof to the synod. Such provisions shaif becoma effective
immediately following a vole of approval.

Chapter 18.
BY-LAWS / CONTINUING RESCLUTIONS

*C18.01. This congregation may enact By-laws which desesibe the function of the various networks, teams or
arganizations of this congregation as well as other items.

*C18.02. These By-laws, if enacted, shall be so enacted or amended by a two-thirds vote of all voting mesmbers of
the congregation of those vofing members present at a duly called meeting of the congregation, as
ecntemplated by Chapter 16 hereoi.

*C18.03. The Congregation Council may enast cantinuing resolutions which describe the function of the various
nelworks, leams or grganizations of this congregation as well as other ftems.
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*C18.04. These continuing resolutions, if enacted, shall be so enacted or amendsd by a two-thirds vote of all yoling
members of the Congregation Council at a ragutarly calied mesting.
Chapter 19.

INCORPORATORS AND REGISTERED AGENT

C18.01. The name and address of the incorporators are Thomas A. Collinge and Pau! Speliman.

£19.02. The street address of the place of business and infial registered office of the Corporation is 5888 Dunn
Avenue, Jacksonville, Florida 32218. The name of its initial registered agent at such address is Thomas
A. Collinge,

Executed In Jacksonvifie, Duval County, Florida, this é_@day of Cotober, 2003,

b 2y 2

Thomas A. Collinge

Paul Speibén

CONSENT
Carparation.

t certify that | am familiar with and accept the duties and tesponsibilities as registered agent for the _qbcve
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