) Mark W. Garrett, P.A.

Atforney at Law
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” July 10, 2001 """

2ot renss—-—a
07716401 01114015

Florida Department of State RRAETD, TS R IEL TS

Division of Corporations
PO Box 6327
Tallahassee, FL 32314

Re: Friends of The Okeechobee Battlefield, Inc.
Gentlemen;

Enclosed is the original and one copy of Articles of Incorporation for the above-named
corporation, together with our checks in the total sum of $78.75 to cover your filing fee and the cost
of a certified copy. Please return the certified copy to the undersigned at the above referenced
address.

Should you have any questions or require anything further, please feel free to call our

office.
Sincerely,
Eﬂeen M. Heasley, CLA
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FRIENDS OF THE OKEECHOBEE BATTLEFIELD, INC. i

The undersigned, acting as the incorporators of the corporation, pursuant to §617.001 et seq.

of the Florida Not For Profit Corporation Act, hereby adopt the following Articles of Incorporation
for the corporation:

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of the corporation shall be FRIENDS OF THE OKEECHOBEE
BATTLEFIELD, INC.

ARTICLE I1
DURATION

The corporation shall begin its corporate existence as of the filing of these Articles of
Incorporation, and shall exist perpetually thereafter.

ARTICLE 11

INITIAL PRINCIPAT, OFFICE

The street address of the initial principal office is: 1850 Lee Road, Suite 210, Winter Park,
Florida 32789.

ARTICLE IV

PURPOSES
The purposes of the corporation are:

1. To promote the preservation and protection of property located in Okeechobee
County, Florida, known as the Okeechobee Battlefield where the historic 1837 Battle

of Okeechobee was waged between the U.S. Army Troops and the Seminole and
Miccouskki Indian Tribes.

RIE

Ll



2. To produce, publish and distribute educational materials to heighten public interest
and awareness of the historically significant nature of the battlefield and its
endangered status, as listed in the National Register of Historic Places, due to
pending encroaching development.

3. To support and assist local governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, and any
other interested parties in obtaining funding for the acquisition of the battlefield
property for the purpose of establishing the site as a public park.

4. To encourage and assist in researching available funding sources for the development
of a battlefield park, to include but not be limited to, 2 museum, interpretive center,
educational tours and to initiate a restoration project on a portion of the site to
reestablish its native vegetation and wildlife habitat for education purposes.

5. To promote and assist in the planning, preparation and presentation of an annual re-
enactment of the Battle of Okeechobee.

6. To support, sponsor or assist in any activity or event which will generate funds and/or
interest and public awareness of the endangered status of the battlefield site and the
preservation efforts, and the subsequent development and operation of the park.

7. To suort the preservation and documentation of archeological and historical sites
around the greater Okeechobee basin.

Provided, however, that: (I} no part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit
of any member of the corporation or other individual; (ii) no substantial part of the corporation’s
activities shall consist of carrying on propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation;
(iif) the corporation shall not participate or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office; (iv) the income of the corporation for each taxable year must be
distributed at such time and in such manner so as not to subject the corporation to the tax imposed
by §4942 of the Code; (v) the corporation shall not engage in any act of self dealing (as defined in
§4941(d) of the Code), retain any excess business holdings (as defined in §4943(c) of the Code),
make any investment in such a manner so as to subject the corporation to taxation under §4944 of
the Code, or make any taxable expenditure (as defined in §4945(d) of the Code); and, (vi) the
corporation shall not conduct its business or affairs in such a manner as to discriminate against any
person on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or age. It is the specific intention of the incorporator
that the purposes and activities of the corporation be as broad as permitted by §617.001 et sea. of the
Florida Not For Profit Corporation Act, but only to the extent that the corporation qualifies as a tax
exempt organization within §501(c)(3) and §170 of the Code.

ARTICLE V
MEMBERS\BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The initial members of the corporation shall be the voting members of the Board of Directors



of the corporation. All members of the Board of Directors shall be voting members of the
corporation. All voting rights including, but not limited to, the right to amend these Axticles of
Incorporation and the By-Laws of the corporation, and the right to elect directors of the corporation,
shall be held solely by the voting members of the corporation, who shall each be entitled to one (1)
vote.

Any natural person may become a voting member of the corporation; provided. however, that
voting membership in the corporation shall be conferred only, and automatically upon, the election
of such natural person as a member of the Board of Directors of the corporation. Voting membership
in the corporation shall terminate automatically if such member ceases to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the corporation.

ARTICLE VI
REGISTERED OFFICE AND REGISTERED AGENT

The address of the corporation’s initial registered office shall be 1850 Lee Road, Suite 210,

Winter Park, Florida 32789, and the name of the corporation’s initial registered agent at such office
shall be MARK W. GARRETT.

ARTICLE VII
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A, The initial number of directors of the corporation shall be three (3).

B. The number of directors of the corporation may be increased or decreased from time
to time by By-laws adopted by the voting members of the corporation, but shall never be less than
the minimum number of directors required by §617.001 et seq. of the Florida Not For Profit
Corporation Act.

C. The names and addresses of the initial members of the Board of Directors, who shall
be the initial voting members of the corporation and who shall hold office until their successors are
duly elected and qualified, are:

Name Address
Louise Gopher Route 6, Box 597, Okeechobee, Florida 34974
Eddie Matchett 7816 SW 9th Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34974

Shawn Henderson Post Office Box 35, Okeechobee, Florida 34973



ARTICLE VIII

INCORPORATOR
The name and address of the incorporators are:
Louise Gopher Route 6, Box 597, Okeechobee, Florida 34974
Eddie Matchett 7816 SW 9th Street, Okeechobee, Florida 34974

Shawn Henderson  Post Office Box 35, Okeechobee, Florida 34973

ARTICLE IX
DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON LIOUIDATION

The assets of the corporation are irrevocably dedicated to the purposes specified in these
Articles of Incorporation. Therefore, upon liquidation of the corporation, the Board of Directors
shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all liabilities of the corporation, distribute
all remaining assets of the corporation as they shall determine; provided. however, that such
distributions shall be made exclusively: (i) for one or more exempt purposes, within the
contemplation of §501(c)(3) of the Code; and or, (ii) to the United States federal government, and/or
to a state or local government, nor a public purpose; or, (iii) for a comparable purpose, as specified
in paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this Article VIII, pursuant to court order.

ARTICLE X
INDEMNIFICATION

The corporation shall indemnify its directors, officers, employees, and agents to the full
extent permitted by §617.001 et seq. of the Florida Not For Profit Corporation Act; provided,
however, that no such indemnification shall be permitted if the same would violate any of the
purposes of the corporation as specified in these Articles of Incorporation.

ARTICLE X1

-AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES

These Articles of Incorporation may be amended by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.
Provided, however, in no event shall any amendment be adopted which would adversely affect the
corporation’s status as a tax exempt organization within the meaning of §501(c)(3) and §170 of the
Code.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has executed these Articles of Incorporation

this 2&1@ of June, 2001.
gowae Lhpbe

LOUISE GOPHER
Ll

“SHAWN HENDERSON

ACCEPTANCE BY REGISTERED AGENT
The undersigned, MARK W. GARRETT, as registered agent appointed in accordance with

the foregoing Articles of Incorporation, does hereby accept such appointment, and does hereby state
that he is familiar with, and accepts, the obhganons imposed pursuant to §617.03 01 of the Florida

Not For Profit Corporation Act.

MARK W. GARRETT ™~




