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LAW OFFICES OF

J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3RD AVENUE.
OCALA, FLORIDA 34475
(352) 732-5900

ARTYICLES OF INCORPORATION

Tncorporation of EMPOWER ASSISTANCE AND COMPANION DOGS, INC.,
each a natural person competent to contract, hereby voluntarily
agssociate themselves for the purpose of forming a corporation
not for profit under Chapter 617, Florida Statutes.

ARTICI.E T — NAME

The name of this Corporation is EMPOWER ASSISTANCE AND
COMPANION DOGS, INC.

ARTTCIL.E TT — PURPOSE
This Corporation is organized for the following purpose:
{a) To provide assistance dogs for people with
disabilities whose quality of 1life «can be inproved
significantly through this partnership.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of these
Articles, this Corporation shall not carry on any other
activities not permitted to be carried on by a Corporation
exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or the corresponding provisions
of any future United States Internal Revenue Law.

ARTTCLE ITIT - POWERS

This Corporation shall have and exercise all rights and
powers conferred now and hereafter upon corporations not for

profit under the laws of the State of Florida consistent with
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LAW OFFICES OF

J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3RD AVENUE
QCALA, FLORIDA 24475
(352) 732-5900

these Articles. This Corporation shall also have all of the
powers and authority reasonably necessary or appropriate to
carry out its corporate purposes including, but not limited to,
the following:
(a) To exercise all the powers and privileges and to
perform all dQuties and obligations of the Corporation as
defined in the By-Laws.
(b) To acquire (by gift, purchase or otherwise), own,
hold, improve, build upon, operate, maintain, convey, lease,
transfer, dedicate for public use or otherwise dispose of real
Or personal property in connection with the affairs of the
Corporation.
(c) To borrow money, and with the assent of majority vote
of those present at regular meeting of the Board of Directors,
to mortgage, pledge, deed in trust, or hypothecate any or all
of its real or personal property as security for money borrowed
or debts incurred.

(d)} To dedicate, sell or transfer all or any part cf the
real property owned by the Corporation, if any.

(e} To participate in hergers and consoclidations with
other non-profit corporations organized for the same purpose.

ARTICI.E TV - MEMBERSHIP

The members of the Corporation shall be the individuals
serving on the Board of Directors of the Corporation. The
members shall not be personally liable for the debts of the

Corporation. The By-Laws shall set forth how members are




LAW OFFICES OF

J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3AD AVENUE
OGALA, FLORIDA 34475
{352) 732-5500

admitted and dismissed.

ARTICLE V — VOTING RIGHTS

Members shall all be entitled to one vote each.
ARTTCIE VI - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The affairs of this Corporation shall be managed by a
Board of Directors, who must be members of this Corporation.
The initial board shall consist of four (4) directors. The
number of directors may be increased by the By-~Laws of this
Corporation, but shall never be less than three (3) directors.
The names and addresses of the persons who are to act in the
capacity of directors until the selection of their successors

are:

Name Address

1. Nancy R. Fort P.0. Box 1018, San Antonio, FL

2, Jim Fort P.O. Box 357575, Gainesville, FL

3. Julianne R. Bent 18301 Cypress Stand Cr., Tampa,
FL

4. J. Warren Bullard 18 N.W. Third Avenue, Ocala, FL

Unless contrary provisions are made by 1law, each
director’s term of office shall be for one (1) vear, but all
directors shall continue in office until their successors are
duly elected and installed. There shall be held at each annual
meeting of the general membership of this Corporation, an
election of Board of Directors.

A majority of the directors currently serving as such
shall constitute a quorum. Except as herein otherwise
specified, the decision of a majority of the directors present

3




LAW OFFICES OF

J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3AD AVENUE
OGALA, FLOAIDA 34475
(352) 732-5900

at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be required and
shall be sufficient to authorize any action on hehalf of the
Corporation. Each director shall be entitled to one vote on
every matter presented to the Board of Directors.

Any meeting of the members or of the Board of Directors of
the Corporation may be held within or without the State of
Florida.

ARTICLE VIT — OFFTICERS

The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and such other
officers and assistant officers as may be provided in the By~
Laws. Each officer shall be elected by the Board of Directors
{and may be removed by the Board of Directors) at such time and
in such manner as may be prescribed by the By~Laws. The nane
and title of each initial officer of the Corporation who shall
serve until their successors are designated by the Board of

Directors are as follows:

Name Title

Nancy R. Fort President
dJulianne R. Bent Vice President
Jim Fort Secretary

Jim Fort Treasurer

ARTICLE VITI - DISSOLUTION

In the event of dissolution of this Corporation, the
assets of the Corporation will be turned over to one or more
organizations which themselves are exempt as organizations

4




LAW OFFICES OF

J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3RD AVENUE
QCALA, FLORIDA 34475
(352} 732-5800

described in Section 501(c)}(3) and 170(c)(2) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954, or corresponding sections of any prior or
future Tnternal Revenue Code or to the Federal, state or local
government for exclusive public purpose.
ARTICY. X - =LA

The first By-Laws of this Corporation shall be adopted by
the Board of Directors and may be altered, amended or rescinded
in the manner provided by the By-Laws.

ICLE X — D ON
This Corporation shall have perpetual existence.

ARTICI. I - MENTS

Amendments to these Articles shall be proposed by a member
of the Board of Directors and be adopted by two-thirds (2/3) of
the members of the Board of Directors of the Corporation at any
regular or special meeting called for that purpose, provided
that the full text of any proposed amendment shall be included
in the notice of such regular or special meeting and provided
further that the voting reguirements specified for any action
under any provision of these Articles shall apply alsc to any
amendment of such provision.
ICLE X = TNC RA

The name and address of each incorporator is as follows:

Name Address
Nancy R. Fort o P.0. Box 1018, San aAntonio, FL
Jim Fort P.0. Box 357575, Gainesville, FL




CLE XIII — IND IFICATT
Any person made a party, or threatened to be made a party,
to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or
proceeding, whether «civil, criminal, administrative or
investigative, and whether or not brought by or in the right of
the Corporation, brought to impose any liability or penalty on
such person for any act or acts alleged to have been conmitted
(including alleged omissions or failures to act) by such person
in his capacity as director, officer, employee, or agent of the
Corporation, or of any other corporation, partnership, joint
venture, trust or other enterprise which he served as such at
the request of the Corporation, shall be indemnified by the
corporation, unless the conduct of such person is finally
adjudged to have been grossly negligent or to constitute
willful misconduct against judgment, for the cost of fines,
reasonable amounts paid in settlement, and reasonable expenses,
including attorneys’ fees actually and necessarily incurred as
a result of such action, suit or proceeding, including any
appeal thereof. The Corporation shall pay such expenses,
including attorneys’ fees, in advance of the final disposition
of any such action, suit or proceeding upon receipt of an
undertaking satisfactory to the Board of Directors by or on
behalf of such person to repay such amount, unless it shall
ultimately be determined that he/she is entitled to
indemnification by the Corporation for such expense.

Indemnification hereunder shall continue as to a person who has
LAW OFFICES OF
J. Warren Bullard, P.A.
18 N.W. 3AD AVENUE
QCALA, FLORIDA 234475 6
{352} 732-5300
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J. Warren Bullard, P.A.

18 N.W. 3RD AVENUE
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ceased to be a director, officer, employee or agent and shall
inure to the benefit of the heirs, personal representatives and
administrators of such person. The Board of Directors may
authorize the purchase and maintenance of insurance on behalf
of any person who is or was a director, officer, employee, or
agent of another corporation, partnership, limited partnership,
joint venture, trust or other enterprise against liability
asserted against him/her and incurred by him/her in any such
capacity or arising out of his/her status as such, whether or
not the corporation would have the power to indemnify him/hex
against such liability hereunder.
ARTICLE XIV — INITIAT. REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

The street address of the initial Registered Office of the
Corporation is 18 N.W. Third Avenue, Ocala, FL 34475, and the
name of its initial Registered Agent at that address is J.
Warren Bullard.
ARTICL.E XV — PRINCID PLA OF BUSINESS LING ADDRESS

The principal place of business of this Corporation is
33233 St. Joe Road, Dade City, FL 33525 and the mailing address
of this Corporation shall be: P.0. Box 1018, San Antonio, FL.

ARTICLE XVI - NONSTOCK BASIS

This Corporation is organized on a nonstock basis. This

Corporation shall not issue shares of stock.
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LAW OFFICES OF

18 N.W. 3RD AVENUE

OCALA, FLORIDA 34475
(352) 732-5900

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have signed these
o
day of January, 200l.

ey ’2,“—%@‘5’

NANCY R. FORT - Incorporator
JL - fehcdfparator

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF MARION
a notary public authorized to take

BEFORE Me,
acknowledgements in the State and County set forth above,
ersonally appeared NANCY R. FORT and JIM FORT, who produced
as identification, and known by

tted the foregoing Articles of

cuers Lieznes ,
me to be the persons who exec
knowledged to and before me that

and severally ac
Articles of Incorporation.

I have hereunto set my hand and
2001, in the

Incorporation,
they executed said

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,
T day of January,

official seal this
aforesaid County and State.
:é&uaﬁLh4ﬂL) #Lﬁqu(
Notary Public Statelbf Florida

<hannon iy

Printed Name of Notary

My commission expires:
Racitz Shannon Holly
BE %22 Commission # CC 952056
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The undersigned hereby accepts the appointment as
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red Agent of EMPOWER ASSISTANCE AND COMPANION DOGS,
in the foregoing Articles of
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INC., which is contained
Incorporation.
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Dated this RS~ day of January, 2001.
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{ . WARREN BULLARD
Registered Agent
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