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We have received your document for SAVE OUR WATERWAYS, INC.. However,
the document has not been filed and is being returned for the following:

You must list the corporation’s principal office and/or a mailing address in the
document.

Please return the original and one copy of your document, along with a copy of
this letter, within 60 days or your filing will be considered abandoned.

If you have any questions conceming the filing of your document, please call
(850) 487-6973.

Claretha Golden

Document Specialist Letter Number: 800A00034125
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SAVE OUR WATERWAYS, INC.

The undersigned hereby associate themselves to form a corporation not for profit
under chapter 617 of the Florida Statutes, and, for these purposes, do hereby adopt the
following Articles of Incorporation.

ARTICLE 1 - NAME
The name of the Corporation shall be SAVE OUR WATERWAYS, INC.
ARTICLE I1 - PURPOSES

The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are;

(a) To protect the waterways in Lee County from regulations by State or
Local governments which are arbitrary and capricious, overreaching or burdensome on
property owners and persons who utilize the waterways in Lee County for ingress and
egress, or which interfere with the rights of fishers, boaters, and water skiers using the
waterways for recreational and commercial purposes.

(b)  To initiate or participate in administrative, civil or appellate proceedings,
to obtain legal representation and to take any and all other related actions as the
corporation may deem necessary to accomplish the general objectives herein stated.

(€)  To create public awareness in the Lee County Community regarding

existing and pending boating regulations governing the waterways in Lee County.



(d)  To encourage the goodwill.and harmony between private citizens,
concerned state and local agencies and the general public necessary to accomplish the
stated objectives.

(e) To solicit and receive funds, gifts, endowments, donations, grants, devises
and bequests to be used by the corporation in furtherance of the stated objectives.

63) To exercise all the powers enumerated in Chapter 617, Florida Statutes,
and to transact any other lawful business for which the corporation may engage and
which might be properly determined by the Board of Directors.

This corporation is organized exclusively for public purposes as a not-for-profit
corporation within the meaning of Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code, 1986, as
amended, and its activities shall be conducted for such purposes in such manner that no
part of its net earnings shall inure or be for the benefit of any member, director, officer or
individual. In addition, the corporation shall be authorized to exercise the powers
permitted non-profit corporation under Chapter 617, Florida Statutes; provided, however,
that the corporation in exercising any one or more powers shall do so in furtherance of
the exempt purposes for which it has been organized as described in s. 501(a)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, 1986, as amended.

In general, to do any and all acts and things, and to exercise any and all powers
which now or hereafter are lawful for the Corporation to do or exercise under and
pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida for the purpose of accomplishing any of the
purposes of the Corporation.

The purposes for which this Corporation is organized shall be limited to those

which are strictly charitable. In no event shall this Corporation engage in any activity



which would be contrary to the purposes and activities: (1) permitted to be engaged in by
any organization the activities of which are exempt from federal income tax under

Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code, 1986; or (2) of a corporation, contributions
to which are deductible under Section 170(c}(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thereunder.

The Corporation shall not engage, nor shall any of its funds, property, or income
be used, in carrying on propaganda or otherwise lobby the Florida Legislature or
Congress, nor shall the Corporation participate in or intervene in (including the
publishing or distributing of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office, nor shall the Corporation engage in subversive activities.

The Corporation shall not be operated for the primary purpose of carrying on an
unrelated trade or business as defined in Section 513 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thereunder.

No compensation shall be paid to any member, officer, director, trustee, creator or
organizer of the Corporation or substantial contributor to it except as a reasonable
allowance for services actually rendered to or for the Corporation.

The Corporation is organized to serve public interests. Accordingly, it shall not
be operated for the benefit of private interests.

ARTICLE IIT - POWERS

The Corporation shall have all the powers granted to not for profit corporations
under the laws of the State of Florida which are necessary or convenient to effect any and
all purposes for which the Corporation is organized. In no event, however, shall the

Corporation have or exercise any power which would cause it not to qualify as a tax-



exempt organization under Section 501(c)-or Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, as hereafter amended, and the applicable rules and regulations thereunder; nor
shall the Corporation engage directly or indirectly in any activity which would cause the
loss of such qualification. No part of the assets or the net earnings, current or
accumulated, of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of any private individual.
ARTICLE IV - MEMBERS
Members of the Corporation shall consist of:

(&)  Individuals serving as Directors of the Corporation; such members
shall be voting members of the Corporation.

{b)  To become a voting member of the Corporation, an individual
shall be elected to be a member of the Board of Directors of the Corporation. When an
individual ceases to be a member of the Board of Directors he shall cease to be a voting
member of the Corporation until such time as he becomes a director or until such time as
a majority of the Board of Directors votes to make the individual a voting member of the
Corporation.

(¢}  Inaddition to voting members of the Corporation, the Corporation
may have advisory members who shall be nonvoting members of the Corporation. All
members of the Advisory Board of the Corporation shall be advisory members, and shall
be elected by a majority vote of the voting members of the Corporation. Such nonvoting
members of the Corporation may be removed as provided in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE V - TERM OF EXISTENCE

The Corporation shall have perpetual existence.



ARTICLE VI — OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Directors
consisting of not less than three (3) nor more than five (5) persons. The number of
directors shall be fixed in the Bylaws of this Corporation. Directors shall be elected as
provided in the Bylaws of this Corporation.

The officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, Secretary and
Treasurer. Each officer shall serve for a term of one (1) year, beginning the 1* of the
month immediately following his election by a majority of the Board of Directors at the
annual meeting of the Board of Directors. Officers may be re-elected to serve subsequent
terms. In the event of a vacancy on the Board of Directors or in any office for any
reason, the Board of Directors shall fill such vacancy for the unexpired term.

ARTICLE VIT - NAMES OF OFFICERS

The names of the officers who are to serve until the first election under the

Articles of Incorporation are as follows:

Name Officer

William D. Wilkinson President
Harold M. Stevens Secretary
David L. Schultz Treasurer

ARTICLE VITI — FIRST BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The number of persons constituting the first Board of Directors shall be three (3),
and the names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as director until the first

election under these Articles of Incorporation are as follows:



Name . Address

William D. Wilkinson 1700 Monroe Street
Fort Myers, FL. 33901

Harold M. Stevens 2108 Monroe Street
Fort Myers, FLL 33901

David L. Schultz 12660 World Plaza Lane
Fort Myers, FL. 33907

ARTICLE IX — BYL.AWS

The Bylaws of the Corporation shall be initially approved by a majority vote of
the Board of Directors, and thereafter may be altered or rescinded by a majority vote of
the Members at the annual meeting of the Members or at a duly called meeting of the
Members in accordance with the Bylaws.

ARTICLE X —~ AMENDEMENTS TO THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

These Articles of Incorporation may be amended in the manner provided by law.

ARTICLE XI — DISSOLUTION

Upon the liquidation or dissolution of the Corporation, its assets, if any,
remaining after payment (or provision for payment) of all liabilities of the Corporation,
shall be distributed to, and only to, any one (1) or more organizations qualified as exempt
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as hereafter amended, and
the applicable rules and regulations thereunder. No part of the assets or the net earnings,
current or accumulated, of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of a private
individual,

ARTICLE XTI — INITIAL REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

The street address of the initial primcipal office of the corporation,
and  t he name and address for the initial registered agent of this Corporation shall be:




J. Tom Smoot, IIT
1533 Hendry Street, Suite 200
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

ARTICLE XTIV — INCORPORATOR

The following is the name and street address of the incorporator signing these
Articles:

J. Tom Smoot, III
1533 Hendry Street, Suite 200
Fort Myers, Florida 33901

* IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and seal this ! Bﬂ‘day of June, 2000.

7S

J. Tom



CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE AS REGISTERED AGENT
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Having been names as the Registered Agent in the Articles of Incorporatjon of

SAVE OUR WATERWAYS, INC., I hereby accept and agree to act in this capacity.




