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Muy 30, 1996 Arthur Andersen 11,00

Ms. Jenndfer Sindi 171 Muntoe Avenue N
Division of Corporations Girand Raplds M1 19503.26H7
PO Box 6327 616451 2071

Tatlahassee, PL 32314

Re:  The Bupire Company, Inc.
Ref, #: W96000000272

Dear Jennifer:

We are responding to your notice regarding the sbove referenced taxpayet's Application To Do
Business in Florida. The following items are addressed:

1. A new corporate nanic Lias been adopted for use by the Board of Directors -
see Board Resoluiion enclosed.

2. The registered agent has been listed on the application; such agent has also
signed the application,

3. The application has been signed by an authorized officer of the company,

4. A certificate of guodstanding from the State of Michigan is enclosed.

Your notice also stated that there would be a $1,000 penaity imposed for late filing. The Empire
Comipany, Inc. began doing business in Florida on November 1, 1995 as a result of a newly leased
facility located in Georgia. In setting up the organization to do business in Georgia, the Florida
application vas not filed until early 1996. There was no intent by the taxpayer to avoid registering
to do business in Florida, and it did so as soon as it became aware of the requirements. Therefore,
we respectfully request abatement of any penalties related to deing business in the state before the
taxpayer became registered.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
Very truly yours,

ARTHUR ANDERSEN LLP '

By ’
Cynthid J. Knoll

JMtax\emp26285\flrespon




FLORIDA DEPARTMEN'L' O STAT'E
Sondra B, Mortham

Hovrotury of Staty

May 1, 1996

CINDY KNOLL

ARTHUR ANDERSEN

171 MONROE AVE, NW, 7TH FL.
GRAND RAPIDS, M!I 49503

SUBJECT: THE EMPIRE COMPANY, INC.
Ref. Number: W96000000272

We have received ;our document for THE EMPIRE COMPANY, INC, and your
check(s) totafing $70.00. However, the enclosed document has not been filed
and s belng returned for the following correction(s):

The name designated in your document is not avallable. Therefore, the
corporation must adopt an allernate name for use in the state of Florida. To
adogt an alternate name the corporation must submit a corporate resolution by
the board of directors adopting the aiternate name for use In the state of Florida.
Please note the corporate resolution must be signed by the chairman, vice
chalrman, or an officer of the corporation. The alternate hame must contain a
corporate suffix. Such suffixes include: Corporation, Corp., Incorporated, Inc.,
Company, and CO.

Please RETURN ALL DOCUMENTATION to the ATTENTION of the
DOCUMENT SPECIALIST indicated.

The designation of the registered office and the registered agent, both at the
same Florida street address, must be contained within the document pursuant to
Florida Statutes. The registered agent must sign accepting the designation as
required by Florida Statutes.

The document must be signed by the chairman, any vice chairman of the board
of directors, its president, or another of its officers.

A certificate of existence, dated no more than 90 days prior to the delivery of the
application to the Deﬁartment of State, duly authenticated by the secretary of
state or other official having custody of the records in the jurisdiction under the
laws of which it is incorporated/organized, must be submitted to this office. A
translation of the certificate under oath of the translator must be attached to a
certificate which is in a Ianguage other than the English language. A photocopy
of this certificate is not acceptable.

Pursuant to section 607.1502(4), 617.1502‘4) or 608.502(4), Florida Statutes,
this office collects a civil penaity of $1000 for each year this entity transacted




business or conducted its affalrs In Florlda prior to qualification and tho
appropriate annual report fees that would have been due this offlce had tho ontity
qualified the year It bagan operations In this state. The amount due this office to
cover both annual report and penalty foos is $1200.00.

Enclosed please find a copy of section 607.1601 or 617.1501, Florida Statutes,
which lists those actvities that do not constitute transacting businoss or
conducting affairs in this state. If alter reviewing this section you detormine
erroneous Information was inserted on the application, a sworn affidavit
contalning the following Information must bo submitted: 1.) a statement indicating
erroneous informatlon was listed on the application; and 2.) the corract date the
corporation began transacling business or conducting its affalrs in Florlda prior to
the year the aprllcaticn was submitted did not constitute transacting business or
conducting affairs pursuant to section 607.1501 or 617.1501, Florida Statutes.

It you have any questions concerning the filing of your document, please call
(904) 487-6095. y

Jennifer Sindt
Document Examiner Letter Number: 696A00020976

Division of Corporations - P.O. BOX 6327 -Tallahassee, Florida 32314
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June 24, 1996 Anthur Anclerwen L1
, M, Jennifor Sindt 171 Munrue Avenue NW
Division of Corporations Crand Rapids M1 495032680

Tallohassee, P 32314

Dear Jennifer;
The tollowing items are enclosed in response to your notice dated June 5, 1996 (anached):
¢ Copies of the corporation's last two federa) corporation inconie tax returns. You had
requested the lust five years; however, Empire hus been in its current existence for the last
two years,
A cheek to the Florida Department of State for $200,
A Resolution of Boatd of Dircctors adopting a name for use in Florida,

Upon receipt of the above items, please file Empire's "Application by Foreign Corporation for
Authorization to Transact Business in Florida".

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (616)356-5116.
Very truly yours,

ARTHUR ANDERSEN LLP

By él

Cynthia J. Knoll

LV0411KH

Enclosures
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT O S1ATE
Sandra B, Mortham
Soerutary of Blate

dune 5, 1996

CINDY KNOLL

ARTHUR ANDERSEN

171 MONROE AVE. NW, 7TH FL.,
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49603

SUBJECT: THE EMPIRE COMPANY, INC,
Ret, Number: W96000009272

Wae have recelved your letter and corrected application; however, the application

still has not been filed. The name that you have adopted, EMPIRE OF FLORIDA,

INC,, Is also not available for use, Please adopt another name. it you have any

gulest!ons concerning name avallabllity, please call me at the number listed
elow.

In_order for the Department of State (Department) to consider THE EMPIRE
CCIVIPANY, INC.'s request for consideration to reduce or waive the civil penalties
due this office for transacting business in violation of s. 607.1501, F.S., this office
requires the following be submitted:

1) coples of the corporation's last five federal corporation income tax
returns

2) acheck made payable to the Florida Department of State in the amount
of $200.00, covering the annual report fees due this office. (Note: this office does
not have statutory authority to waive or reduce Fast annual report fees that would
have been collected had the corporation properly qualified.)

Please submit the above information and past annual report fees along with a
copy of this letter to my attention. The Depurtment's General Counsel will review
and consider THE EMPIRE COMPANY, INC.’s request for waiver or reduction of
the civil penalties due this office only when the above information and annuat
repoit fees have been received.

If you have any questions conceming the filing of your document, please call
(904) 487-6095.

Jennifer Sindt
Document Examiner Letter Number: 096A00027991

Division of Corporations - P.O, BOX 6327 -Tallahassee, Florida 32314




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF SIAT
Sandra 13 Mortham
Sueretnry of State

9 July, 1996

Cynthin J, Knoll
Arthur Andersen, LLP

[71 Monroe Avenue NW \ 3 ‘
Grund Rapids, M1 49503-2683 E@EEWE}D
i :

RE: Empire Company / Rel. # W 96000009272 JUL 31 1996
Statutory Penaltics
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Dear Ms, Knoll: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

This letter will contirm our telephone conversation of this date,

According to Empire Company’s Application by Forcign Corporation for Authorization
to Transact Business in Florida, filed with the Division of Corporations in April, 1996, it
has transacted business in the State of F lorida since October 1, 1995, Upon receipt of &
check payable to the Department of State, Division of Corporations, in the amount of
$500.00 in settlement of all penalties for the unauthorized transaction of business, [ will
instruct the Division of Corporations to issue a Certificate of Authority and qualify
Empite Company to do business in the State of Florida, Please mail the check to the
undersigned attorney at the Qffice of General Counsel, LL-10, The Capitol, Tallahassee,
FL 32399, .

Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (904) 414-5536.

Respectiully,

Gerard T. York -/?LL

Assistant General Counsel

GTY /gty




CUOCIE BEMPIRE COMPARY, INC,
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DEPARTMENT A TE
OFFICE OF THE buluums ARY

July 17, 1908

Gorard T, York

Assistant Genaral Counsel

Offico of Genoral Counsol, LL«10

Tho Capitol

Tullahasste, FL 32389

Doar Gerard:

Enclosed is a check for $500 In setliement of all penalties for the unauthorized transaction of business
In the State of Florida, Per the attached letter, please instruct the Division of Corporations to issue a
c:u:'lﬂcme of Authority for The Empire Company (Empire) which will qualify Empire to do business in
Florida,

We appreclate your asslstance regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Beth Betlejewski

/\_2

*+ Residential & Commercial Millwork Products » Logislical Services + Retail Markcting Support »




Department of State

M 'em_orandum Office of the General Counsel

TO: File

FROM: Gerard York, Assistunt General Counsel /@
DATE: July 31, 1996

RE: Empire Company, Inc.,

Based on a review of the file and the payment provided by this corporation, it is my
recommendation that this file be closed and this corperation be qualified to do business. This
corporation has paid all outstanding penalties and fees and now wishes to be qualified to do
business in this state,




RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(lease print or type)

I, the under: igned Stophen J. &oh?nde ¢+ IIT s do hereby certify
e

that this Resolution of the Board of Directors of

The Empire Company, Incg.
(Corporate Name)

i corporation duly organized nid existing under the lnws of the State of

Michigan R

was duly aclopted on May 31 19__98_ .

Be it resolved, that The Empire Companhy. Ing. )
(Corporate Nume)

organized and existing in the State of Michigan

, hereby ndopts the name

Empire of Michigan, Inc.

for use in Florida.

Dated: __5/31/94
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4. CH2E00? Corporate FLONDA 82,047

APPLICATION BY FOREIGN CORPORATION FOR AUTHORIZATION 10
TRANSACT BUSINESS IN FLORIDA

IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 607, 1503, FLORIDA STATUTES, THE FOLLOWING IS

SUBMITTED TO REGISTER AFOREIGN CORPORATION TO TRANSACT BUSINESS IN THE
STATE OF FLORIDA:

1. n_ﬂz;;ﬁqm_&*@fzﬁgg Zve,
(Name of corparation: must Tncfuda tho wor / ANYFTCORPORATION  or words or
abbruwnﬂoﬂﬂ} cH liko import Ir] '“”‘]',‘,’“J"’ 03 Wil cloarly Ind‘cnw thatitIs a corporation insload of a notural person
L]

or partnors not so contained 0 nOMO at prosont,
2, Mieigan 3, _AP- 330000
{Stato or country undor tho law of which it is incorporatod) { FEl numbor, If applicable)
& L4 [13 5. ___Aenerba/ .
{Dato of Incorporation) {Duration! Year corp. will coase to oxist or "parpotualy
6 1001195 o
{Dato firat ransactod businoss In Florida, (See sections 607.1601, 807,1502 and 817,165, E.5.) tg Em
= DO
7. P Lecszie Drive 20 _Box 17 & 2§
LRI E7
ZEELAND  MI - LO17 ~ g%
: {Current mailing addroas) R
— S
a2 . T T i
8. Solieitrhor of Sofs =i

.‘
j

{Purpose{s) of corporation authorized in home stats or country to be carried out in the state of ﬁ ridg];

9, Name and street address of Florida registered agent:

Name: C 7 CoRroksT704) 63’%7?‘)

Office Mdrgs/gzﬁL&’,aamtzw_@ﬁf@_Qm South e Tshrd .

PZQ/‘?ZfCZ.fl'Oh , Florida , _ 9332 L
{Zip Coda)

10. Registered agent's acceptance:

Having been named as registered agent and to accept service of process for the above stated
corporation at the place designated in this appiication, | hereby accept the appointment as
registered agent and agree to actin this capacity. 1 further agree to comply with the provisions
of all statutes relative to the proper and complete performance of my duties, and | am familiar
with and accept the obligations of my position as registered agent.

%@% N /5/ ﬁzﬂ'ﬁ( ]
(Registered agant's signamr% 4&/ y

11. Attached is a centificate of existence duly authenticated, not fiore than 90 days prior to
delivery of this application to the Department of State, by the Secretary of State or other official
having custody of corparate records in the jurisdiction under the law of which it is incorporated.




i)
d2,0°H FLOWDA Cuorpornte CH2eco?

12. Namcos and aoaddresseos of offlcors and/or diroctors: (Streat
addronos ONLY=- P, 0. Box NOT accoptable)}

A, DIRECTORS (Btroot addroas only~ P. O . Box NOT accoptabla)
chairman. . S Folerend Adneled

Addross:

Vicoa Chalrman:

hddrnass:

Director:

Address:

Director:
Address:

B.OFFICERS (Streaet addrass only- P. O. Box.NOT acceptable)
President: 'éﬂ? C@M,\' h)u.cl

Address:

Vice President:
Address:

Secretary:
Address:

Treasurer:
Address:

NOTE: If necessar
listing addi a

13,

ou may attach an addendum to the application
ficers and/or directors.

Secreay

(Signature n, Viée Chairman, ¢r any officer liated in number
12 of the application)

14, Steph @) bs T LFO

(Typed or printed name and capaclty of person signing application)

o




THE EMPIRE COMPANY, INC,
CORIORATE ONMICERS

Thomas FL Highley, CEO
8181 Loglstic Drive
Zeeland, M1 49464

1(800) 438-0283

Stephen J. Johandes 111, CrO
8181 Logistic Drive
Zeeland, MI 49464

1(800) 438-0283

Stephen R. Grossman, VP of Opcrations
8181 Logistic Drive

Zeeland, MI 49464

1(800) 438-0283

Floyd E, Dally, VP of Sales
8181 Logistic Drive
Zeeland, MI 49464

1(800) 438-0283




Yanging, Michigan
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THE ENPIRE COMPANY, INC. :‘__‘ Dep

Ty _n_-‘g

0 5.

was valldly incorporated on September 24, 1993, as a Michigan p ‘ofit corporatitR,
and said corporation is validly in existence under the laws of t}is State.

Sk

This certificate is issued to attest to the fact that the corporation is in good standing
in this of fice as of this date and is duly authorized to transact business or conduct
affairs in Michigan and for no other purpose. It is in the usua! form, made by me
as the proper officer, and is entitled to have full faith and crecit given it ia every
court and of fice within the UUnited States.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunio set my
hand and affixed the S:l of the Department,
in the City of Lansing, this 24th day

of May, 1996.

@/z%-

15EAL APPEARS ONLY ON ORIGINAL Corporation, Securitids and .and Development Bureau




