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COVER LETTER

TO: New Filing Section
Division of Corporations

suJECcT: Ameris Bancorp

Name of corporation - must include suffix

Dear Sir or Madam:

+

The enclosed “Application by Foreign Corporation for Authorization to Transact Business in Florida,
“Certificate of Existence,” or *Certificate of Good Standing” and check are submitted to register the
above referenced foreign corporation to transact business in Florida,

Please return all correspondence concerning this matter to the following:

Patricia Benjamin

Name of Person

Rogers & Hardin LLP

Firm/Company

229 Peachtree St., N.E., Suite 2700
Address

Atlanta, GA 30303-1601

City/State and Zip code

pbenjamin@rh-law.com
E-mail address: (to be used for future annual report notification)

For further information concerning this matter, please call:

Jody L. Spencer at ( 404 1 420-4611
Natme of Person Area Code & Daytime Telephone Number
STREET/COURIER ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS:
New Filing Section New Filing Section
Division of Corporations Division of Corporations
Clifton Building P.O, Box 6327
2661 Executive Center Circle Tallahassee, FL. 32314

Tallahassee, FL. 32301
Enclosed is a check for the following amount:

|:]$70.00 Filing Fee $78.75 Filing Fee & |:| $78.75 Filing Fee & D$87.50 Filing Fee,
Centificate of Status Certified Copy Certificate of Status &
Certified Copy
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MAILING ADDRESS: Division of Financlal Institutions, 200 E, Gaines Streat, Tallahassea, FL 32309-0371
Visit us on the web: YWWW.FLOFR.COM * Tall Free: (800) 848-3792

Qctober 28, 2010

Jody L. Spencer

Attorney at Law

Rogers & Hardin LLP -
229 Peachiree Street, N.E.
Suite 2700

Atlanta, GA 30303

Dear Mr. Spencer:
Re: Ameris Bancorp

Reference is made to your recent e-mail requesting approval of the above-refereniced name which will be
a proposed bank holding company of Ameris Bank,

Section 655,922, Florida Statutes, exempts a financial institution, holding company or its subsidiaries
from the prohibition of using the word "bank,” “banc,” “banque,” "banker,” "banking,” "trust company,”
"savings and loan agsociation,” "savings bank,” or "credit union" in its corporate name.

Therefore, this Office will not object to the use of the above referenced name being registered to transact
business in the state of Florida. However, if the proposed bank holding company is not organized, we
will require that the corporation be dissolved.

Sincerely,
A Uiy

Linda B. Charity
Director

LBC:bk
cc: Karon Beyer, Chief, Bureau of Commercial Recordings, Division of Corporations,
Department of State
_ FINANCGIAL SERVICES GOMMISSION
CHARLIE GRIST BILL MCCOLLUM ALEX 8INK GHARLES BRONSON

GOVERNGQR ATTORNEY CHIEF FINANGIAL COMMISSIONER OF
. GENERAL OFFICER AGRICULTURE

Our misslon |s to protact the citlzens of Florida by carrying out the banking, securities and financlal laws of the state efilciently
and effeclively and to provide regulation of business that promotas the sound growih and davelopment of Florida’s economy.



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Corporations

November 5, 2010

PATRICIA BENJAMIN
229 PEACHTREE ST., N.E., SUITE 2700
ATLANTA, GA 30303-1601

- SUBJECT: AMERIS BANCORP
Ref. Number: W10000051992

We have received your document for AMERIS BANCORP and your check(s)
totaling $78.75. However, the enclosed document has not been filed and is being
returned for the following correction(s):

The name of your corporation is not available in Florida. An out-of-state
corporation whose name is not available must adopt an alternate corporate name
for use in Florida. The alternate corporate name must contain *Incorporated,"
"Company, "Corporation," "Inc.," "Co.," "Corp," "In¢," "Co," or "Corp." Please
enter the alternate corporate name in the space provided in number one of the
application.

Simply adding "of Florida" or "Florida" to the end of a name is not acceptable.

Please return the corrected original and one copy of your document, along with a
copy of this letter, within 60 days or your filing will be considered abandoned.

If you have any questions concerning the filing of your document, please call
(850) 245-6962.

Valerie Herring
Regulatory Specialist Il Letter Number. 010A00026155
New Filing Section

www.sunbiz.org
THvician nf i arnararinne - PO BROW 22997 _Tallahacans Flavida 29914



@oez/002

ROGERS & HARDIN

11/15/2010 15:42 TFAX 404 525 2224

APPLICATION BY FOREIGN CORPORATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSACT
) BUSINESS IN FLORIDA

IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 607.1503, FLORIDA STATUTES, THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED TO
REGISTER A FOREIGN CORPORATION TO TRANSACT BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA.

Ameris Bancorp
"Inc.," "CO.," "Corp," Nlnc'u "CO,“ or "Corp.")

¥
(Enter name of corporation; must include “INCORPORATED,” “COMPANY,” “CORPORATION,”

Ameds Bowneorp Toe.
3 58-1456434
—{FETtumbér, iTapphcabley — '~

(If name unavailable in Florida, enter alternate corporate name adopted for the purpose of transacting business in Florida)

2. Georgia
-7 T (Stre of Countty under thg Taw of which iTis incorporated) T T T
5. Perpetual
(Duration: Year corp. will cease to exist or “perpetual™)

4. December 18, 1980
{Date of incorporation)

(Date first transacted business in Floridz, if prior to regisiration)

(SEE SECTIONS 607.1501 & 607.1502, F.8., to determine penalty liability)

6. Upon qualification

- 310 First Street, S.E., Moultrie, GA 31768
(Principal offtce address)
310 First Street, S.E., Moultrie, GA 31768
{Current mailing address)
. E;’CO ——
g Any lawful business Eo =
{Purpose(s) of corporation avthorized in home state or country to be carried out in state of Florida) :,‘:tf a‘%
1 e .
9. Name and street address of Florida registered agent: (P.O. Box NOT acceptable) PET;;:': o s %’
! ey el
e ‘ T
Name: _Andrew B. Cheney égc;:_ 3
. By | o
Office Address: 4899 Belfort Road, Suite 100 s ,%;f =
Jacksonville , Florida 32256 =
(City) (Zip code)

Having been named as registered agent and to accept service of process for the above stated corporation at the place

10. Registered agent’s acteptance:
designated in this application, I hereby accept the appointment as registered agent and agree to act in this capacity. |
Sfurther agree to comply with the provisions of all statutes relative (o the proper and complete performance of my duties,

and I am familiar with and accep! the obligations of my position as registered agent.
T

(Registered agent’s sigfature)

11. Attached is a certificate of existence duly authenticated, not more than 90 days prior to delivery of this application to
the Department of State, by the Secretary of State or other official having custody of corporate records in the jurisdiction

under the law of which it is incorporated.



12, ‘ Names and business addresses of officers and/or directors: HLED

" ‘A" DIRECTORS TONOV 15 pyy g, 56
Chairman: S€€ attached SERRE T
e TALLAHASSEE g HTE,

Vice Chairman:

Address:

Director:

Address:

Director:

Address:

B. OFFICERS

President: S€€ attached

Address:

Vice President:

Address:

Secretary:

Address:

Treasurer:

Address:

NOTE: If necessary, you may attach an addendum togthe ppiication/sting additional officers and/or directors.
-~
13, (&w 6-//94)&%— A

Signature of Directopbr Officer
The officer or director signing this document (and who is listedin number 12 above) affirms that the facts stated herein
are true and that he or she is aware that false information submitied in a document to the Department of State constitutes a
third degree felony as provided for in 5.817.155, F.S.

14. Edwin W. Hortman, Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer

(Typed or printed name and capacity of person signing application)



12. A. Listing of Directors
Name

Edwin W. Hortman, Jr.

R. Dale Ezzell

J. Raymond Fulp

Daniel B. Jeter

Robert P. Lynch

Brooks Sheldon

Jimmy D. Veal

V. Wayne Williford

12. B. Officers

Name Title

Edwin W. Hortman, Jr. President and
Chief Executive Officer

Dennis J. Zember Jr. Executive Vice President
and Chief Financial

Officer

Andrew B. Cheney Executive Vice President
and Banking Group

President

Marc J. Bogan Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating

Officer

Address

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

Address

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768

310 First Street, S.E.
Moultrie, GA 31768




Name

Jon S. Edwards

Cindi H. Lewis

ALY L
AND
FILED
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Title Address

Executive Vice President 310 First Street, S.E.
And Director of Credit Moultrie, GA 31768
Administration

Executive Vice President, 310 First Street, S.E.
Chief Administrative Moultrie, GA 31768
Officer and Corporate

Secretary



Control No. J510292

STATE OF GEORGIA

Secretary of State

Corporations Division
315 West Tower
#2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1530

CERTIFICATE
OF
EXISTENCE

I, Brian P. Kemp, Secretary of State and the Corporations Commissioner of the state o
hereby certify under the seal of my office that

AMERIS BANCORP

Domestic Profit Corporation

was formed or was authorized to transact business on 12/18/1980 in Georgia, Said entity is in
compliance with the applicable filing and annual registration provisions of Title 14 of the Official
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Code of Georgia Annotated and has not filed articles of dissolution, certificate of cancellation or
any other similar document with the office of the Secretary of State.

This certificate relates only to the legal existence of the above-named entity as of the date issued. It
does not certify whether or not a notice of intent to dissolve, an application for withdrawal, a
statement of commencement of winding up or any other similar document has been filed or is
pending with the Secretary of State.

This certificate is issued pursuant to Title 14 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated and is
prima-facie evidence that said entity is in existence or is authorized to transact business in this

WITNESS my hand and official seal of the City of Atlanta and
the State of Georgia on 26th day of October, 2010

B: b~

Brian P. Kemp
Secretary of State

Certification Number: 6210936-1  Reference: 1066.103
Verify this certificate online at http://corp.sos.state.ga.us/corp/soskb/verify.asp




