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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Corporations

May 23, 2023

BETH L. KONKEN
2800 ROUTE 22
PATTERSON, NY 12563 US

SUBJECT: CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, INC.
Ref. Number: FO6000001390

We have received your document and check(s) totaling $148.75. However, the
enclosed document has not been filed and is being returned to you for the
following reason(s):

The merger must contain the appropriate approval: If the members have voting
rights, as to each corporation:

(1) the date of the meeting of members at which the plan of merger was adopted
- a statement that the number of votes cast for the merger was sufficient for
approval, and the vote on the plan.

OR

(2) a statement that such plan was adopted by written consent of the members
and executed in accordance with section 617.0701, Florida Statutes.

When there are no members entitled to vote, as to each corporation:
(1) a statement that there are no members or members entitled to vote,
(2) the date of adoption of the plan by the board of directors, and

(3) the number of directors then in office and the vote for the plan.
PLEASE COMPLETE ONLY ONE SECTION IN SECTION SIXTH OF THE

DOCUMENT. **** EXHIBIT A AS MENTIONED IN YOUR DOCUMENT MUST
BE ATTACHED.

Please include the exhibit(s) referred to in your document.

Please return your document, along with a copy of this letter, within 60 days or
your filing will be considered abandoned.

if you have any questions concerning the filing of your document, please call
(850) 245-6050.

Jasmine N I;orne E?EﬁVE
Regulatory Specialist ! Letter Numbel; }923A0001177
° SON 28 1073
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Christian Congregation /
of Jehovah’s Witnesses

675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589, U.5.A,
Phone: (845) 306-1100

March 10, 2023

Amendment Section
Division of Corporations
P.O. Box 6327
Tallahassee. FL 32314

Re: Articles of Merger—Daytona Beach (FL) Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Inc.
(Number: N94000002986), Central Florida Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Inc. (Number: N00363), West Palm Beach Christian Convention Center of
Jehovah’s Witnessces, Inc. (Number: N98000005021)

Decar Sir or Madam:

We are writing to inform you that the above-referenced corporations are merging with
Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses (Number: F06000001390). Enclosed for filing are
articles of merger and the plan of merger. Also enclosed is a check for $148.75 (835 filing fee for
cach merging and surviving corporation and $8.75 for a certified copy). Upon filing, we would
appreciate a certitied copy.

Please let me know if you have any questions. You can email me at
Inbox LGl.Corporate. US@jw.org or call 845-306-0700. Thank vou for your assistance with this
matier.

Yours very truly,

T f o —

Attomey-at-Law

Enclosures: 3



COVER LETTER

TO: Amendment Section
Division of Corporations

Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses

SUBJECT:

{Name of Surviving Corporation)

The enclosed Articles of Merger and fee are submitted for filing,

Please return all correspondence concerning this matter to following:

Beth L. Konken

(Contact Person)

(Fim/Company)

2800 Route 22

(Address)

Patterson, NY 12563

(City/State and Zip Code)

For further information concerning this matter, please call:

Beth L. Konken 845 306-0700
At ( )

(Name of Contact Person) (Area Code & Daytime Telephone Number)

[E Certified copy (optional) $8.75 (Please send an additional copy of your document if a certified copy is requested)

Mailing Address: Street Address:

Amendment Section Amendment Section

Division of Corporations Division of Corporations

P.O. Box 6327 The Centre of Tallahassee
Tallahassee, F1. 32314 2415 N. Monroe Street, Suite 810

Tallahassee, FL 32303
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ARTICLES OF MERGER

(Not for Profit Corporation)

. . . . ., ‘-Cf-"- "r"."', .
The following articles of merger are submitted in accordancelivath;the: Florida Not

e C

for Profit Corporation Act, pursuant to section 617.1105, Florida Statutes.

First: The name and jurisdiction of the surviving corporation:

Name

Junisdiction

Document Number

Christian Congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses

New York

F06000001390

Second: The name and jurisdiction of each merging corporation:

Name

Jurisdiction

Document Number

Daytona Beach (FL) Assembly
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses,
Inc.

Florida

N94000002986

Central Florida Assembly Hall
of Jehovah's Witnesses, Inc.

Florida

N0O0363

West Palm Beach Christian
Convention Center of Jehovah's
Witnesses, Florida, Inc.

Florida

N98000005021

Third: The Plan of Merger is attached.

Fourth: The merger shall become effective on the date the Articles of Merger are

filed with the Florida Department of State.




Fifth: ADOPTION OF MERGER BY SURVIVING CORPORATION

The plan of merger was adopted by the members of the surviving corporation on
June 27, 2022.

The number of votes cast for the merger was sufficient for approval and the vote for
the plan was as follows:

41 FOR _0 AGAINST

Sixth: ADOPTTION OF MERGER BY MERGING CORPORATION(s)

a. As to Daytona Beach (FL) Assembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, Inc.,
the plan of merger was adopted by the members of the merging
corporation(s) on August 16, 2022. The number of votes cast for the
merger was sufficient for approval and the vote for the plan was as follows:
5 FOR _Q0_ AGAINST

b. As Central Florida Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Inc., the plan
of merger was adopted by the members of the merging corporation(s) on
August 18, 2022. The number of votes cast for the merger was sufficient
for approval and the vote for the plan was as follows: _5 FOR 0
AGAINST

c. As to West Beach Christian Convention Center of Jehovah's Witnesses,
Florida, Inc.. there are no members or members entitled to vote on the plan
of merger.

The plan of merger was adopted by the board of directors on August 16,
2022. The number of directors in office was _5 . The vote for the plan
was as follows: 5 FOR _0 AGAINST



‘Seventh: SIGNATURES FOR EACH CORPORATION

Name of Corporation Signature of the chairman/ Typed or Printed Name of Individual & Title
’ : vice chairman of the board
or an officer.
DAYTONA BEACH (FLY ASSEMBLY . s . . .
HALL OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES. INC. %% g’( L.aShafia B. Cunningham. Secretary
v

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES. INC. LaShafia B. Cunningham. Secretary

WEST PALM BEACH CHRISTIAN CONVENTION CENTER : .
OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, FLORIDA, INC. %%< LaShafta B. Cunningham. Sccretary
Pa—

CENTRAL FLORIDA ASSEMBLY HALL OF ﬂé

X
CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION OF 2 o BT der Preciole
IEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WZ&% g’ W\-u Allen E. Shuster, President




PLAN OF MERGER

The fo'llowing plan-of merger is submitied in compliance with section 617.1101, Flonda Statutes and in accordanc
with the laws of any other applicable junsdiction of incorporation.

The name and junisdiction of the surviving corporation:

Name Junisdiction

Chrisnan Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses New York

The name and jurisdiction of each merging corporation:

Name Jurisdiction
DAYTONA BEACH (FL) ASSEMBLY Florida
HALL OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, INC.

CENTRAL FLORIDA ASSEMBLY IIALL OF Florida

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, INC.

WEST PALM BEACH CHRISTIAN CONVENTION CENTER Florida

OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, FLORIDA, INC.

The terms and conditions of the merger are as follows:

1. The merging corporations referenced above shall be merged into Surviving Corporation.

2. The current Bylaws of the Surviving Corporation shall remain the Bylaws,

3. The directors and officers of the Surviving Corporauen at the Effective Date shall be unchanged and remain the directors and
officers from and after the Effective Date until the expiration of their current terms and until their successors are elected and
qualify. or prior resignation. removal or death, subject to the Centificate of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Surviving
Corporation.

4. The members of the Surviving Corporation shall be unchanged and remain the members until resignation, removal, or death
subject to the Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws of the Surviving Corporation. The members of the merging corporations
shall not be members of the Surviving Corporation. No cash or other consideration shall be paid to any members of the merging
corporations.

A statement of any changes in the articles of incorporation of the surviving corporation to be effected by the
merger 1s as follows:

The Restated Centificate of [ncorporation of Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses attached as Exhibit A shall remain

the Certificate of lncorporation of the Surviving Corporation. There were no amendments io this Restated Certificate of
Incorporation made as a result of the merger.

Other provisions relating to the merger are as follows:



EXHIBIT A

RESTATED
CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION OF JEHOYAH'S WITNESSES
Under Section 805 of the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law

We, the undersigned, ALLEN E. SHUSTER. being the President of Christian
Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, and LUTHER W. GEORGES, being the Sccretary, hereby
certify:

FIRST: The name of the comoration is Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses.

SECOND:  The Centilicate of Incorporation was [iled by the State of New York Department of
State on August 21, 2000,

THIRD: The 1ext of the Certificate of Incorporation, as previously amended from ume o
time. is hereby further amended. without any change in purposes or powers. to ¢flect the following
amendments:

2. To amend the first sentence of Article Hi to remove reference w specilic nations, lands,
or territories without changing the corporation’s geographic area of activity as shown
helow:

The purposes of the corporation are religious, educational. and charitable and are
specifically 12 administer the congregations. assemblies, education, and public
religious worship of Jehovah's Witnesses in the United States and in Bermudarthe
Furla—nad-{aicostslands—The-Hahumaspanad-any other nation, land. or temitory
designated by the ccclesiastical Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses: support the
efforts of Jehovah's Witnesses to preach and 1each the gospel of God's Kingdom under
Christ Jesus us a witness w0 the name, Word, and supremacy of Almighty Gud.
JEHOVAH (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20. Psalm 83:18: Isainh 43:10-12) assist
Jehovah's Witnesses to distribute Bibles, Bible-based Hicrature containing information
and comment explaining Bible truths and prophecy conceming the establishment of
Jehovah's Kingdom under Christ Jesus {2 Timothy 3:16. 17), and music, an, and vther
intellecwal property of a religious or educativnal nature: assist congregations and
uoups 01’ ccngrebmions ol' Jchmah's Wilncsses to obtain buildinbs I'or n.Iigiuus

about ihc Bible and 1o own and’or operate schools o advance such purpase: arrange
tor and hold assemblies for religious worship (Leviticus 23} provide humanitarian
assistence 10 persons suffering from narural or man-made disasters and in other times
of need; and do anv and all other lawful things that its Board of Directors, in accordance
with the spiiitual direction of the ecclesiastical Governing Hody of Jchovah’s
Witnesses, shall deem appropriate in harmony with these purposes.

Filed with thc NYS Department of State on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 11): 2544464




b, To amend the first sentence of Article IX W add “The property of this corporation is
imevocably dedicated to charitable and/or religious purposes, and” as shown below:

The property of this corporation is irrevocably dedicated to charitable und/or
religious purposes, and Ne no part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure
W the benefit of ur be distributable to its members, directors. ofticers, or other privite
persuns, except that the corporation shall be authorized and cmpowered 10 pay
reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make pavments and distributions
in furtherance of the purposes set torth in ARTICLE {11 hereal. No substantial part of
the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwisc
wttempting w influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in. or
intervene in (including the publishing or distnibution of statements) any political
campargn on behalt of or in oppusition te any polilical party or candidate for public
othee. {John 15:19: 17:16) Notwithstanding any other provision of these artivles, the
corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by
a curpuration exempt from federal income tax under section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, ot the comresponding section of any future federal tax code. or
(b) by a corporation. contributions to which are deductible under section 170{¢X 21 of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the corresponding section ol any future federal
i code.

¢ As shown below, w amend Articke IX 1o correct the name of Watchiower Bible and
Tract Society of New York, Inc.. 10 deseribe it as a religious and charitabte entity
exempl from tederal income 1ax, and 10 omit the word “educational”™ from the
duseription of the types of organizations that would receive assets upon the winding up
and dissolution of the corporation:

Lipon the wirding up and dissolution of the corporition, atler paving or adeguately
providing for the debts and obligations of the corporation, the remaining assets shall be
transferred to the Watchtower Wuteh-Fower Bible and Tract Society of New York,
Inc.. an entity organized and operated exclusively for religious and charitable
purposes and exempt from federal income tax under section $0§(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Cade of 1986, If the—-Wath—Fower Watchtower Bible and Tract
Suciety of New York, Inc.. is not then in existence or is not then and a corporation
exempt from lederal income 1ax under section 501(c}3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. then the remaining
assets shall be distributed to any organization designated by the Governing Body of
Jehovah's Witnesses that is organized and operated exclusisely for religious:
eduestionat—nadd or chariable purpuses, and is a corporation exempt from federal
income tax under section SULCH3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the
corresponding section of any future federal tax code,

d. Tuomit the last sentence of Anticle V of the Centificate of Incorporation which set forth
the names and addresses of the initial dircctors of the Corporation.

LI

Filed with the NY¥S Depurtment of Sutc on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544454




FOURTH:  The text of the Cenificate of Incorporation. as amended. is hereby restated to set
forth s emtire teat, as amended heretofore, as follows:

Filed with the NYS Department of Stale on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544464




CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Under Section 402 of the Not-for-Profit Corporativn Luw

The undersigned incorporator hereby centifies:
ARTICLE]

The name ol the corporation is CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION QF JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES.

ARTICLE

The corporation is a corporation as delined in Section 102(a}5) of the Not-for-Prolit
Corporation Law and is a Type B corporation as defined in Section 201 of the Not-for-Protit
Comporativn Law,

ARTICLE 1N

The purposes ol the corporation are religious, educational. and chariuable and are
specifically to: administer the congregations, assemblics, education, and public religious worship
of Jehovah's Withesses in the United States and in any other nation, land. or territory designaied
by the ecclesiastical Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses: support the clions of Jehovah's
Witnesses to preach and teach the gospel of God's Kingdom under Christ Jesus asa witness 1o the
name, Word, and supremacy of Almighty God, JEHOVAH (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20; Psalm
$3:18: Isniah 43:10-12); assist Jehovah's Winesses to distribute Bibles. Bible-based literature
contaiping information and comment explaining Bible truths and prophecy concemning the
establishment of Jehovah's Kingdom under Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:16. 17). and music, ant. and
other intellectual propert of a religious or educational nature: assist congregations and groups of
congregations of Jehovah's Witnesses t obtain buildings for religious worship: teach Jehovah's
Witnesses 10 inslruct and educate men. women, and children abowt the Bible und 1o own and’ur
operate schools to advance such purpose; arrange for and hold assemblics for religious worship
{Leviticus 23); provide humanitarian ussistance 10 persons suffering from naiural or man-made
disasters and in other times of need: and do any and all other lawtul things thay its Board of
Directors, in accordance with the spirial direction of the ecclesiastical Governing Body of
Jehovah's Wiinesses. sha!l deem appropriate in hanmony with these purposes.

ARTICLE IV
The corpuration shall have members. The number of members, members” gualifications,

the manner of electing members, and other matters pertaining w members shall be as provided in
the byvlaws.

Filed with the NYS Department of State on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544464




ARTICLE V

The business and aflairs of the corporation shall be managed by and under the direction of
the Buard of Dircctors. The number of directors, directors” qualifications, the manner of clecting
directors, and other matters pentaining 10 dircctors shall be as provided in the bylaws. The names
and addresses of the initial directors are as follows:

ARTICLE VI

This comaration .s 10 exist perpetualiy.

ARTICLE Vi

The Sectetary of State is hereby designated as agent ol the corporation upan whom process
against it may be served. The post office address tu which the Secretary shall mail a copy of any
process aguinst the corporation served upon him ist Atin: Legal. 675 Red Mills Road. Wallkill,
NY 12589-3292.

ARTICLE V111

The olTice of this corporation is tu be located in Ulster County, State of New York.

ARTICLE IX

The propenty of this corporation is imevocably dedicated W charitable andfor retigious
purposes. and no part of the net eamings of the corporation shall inure lo the benelit of or be
disiributable 1o its members, directors, oflicers, or other private persons, except that the
corporation shall be authorized and empowered to puy reasonable compensation for services
rendered and 1o make payments and distributions in funherance of the purposes set fonth in
ARTICLE [I hereot, Nu substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying
on of propaganda. or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporativn shall not
panicipate in, or intervene in {including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political
campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any pelitical panty or candidate fur pubtic office. (John
15:19; 17:16) Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not curry
an any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal
income 12a under section $01(e}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or Lhe corresponding
section of any future federal 1ax code, or (b} by a corporation, contributions 1o which are deductible
under section 170(c12) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the corresponding section of any
future federal tax code.

ARTICLE X

Upen the winding up and dissolution of the corporation, after paving or adequately
providing tor the debts and obligations of the corporation, the remaining ass¢ts shall be transferred

Filed with the NYS Department of State on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544464




10 Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York. Inc.. an entity organized and operated
exclusively for religious and charitable purposes and exempt frem feders! income tan under section
301(cKd) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, [f Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New
York. fnc.. is not then ir. existente o5 is not then a corporation exempt from federal incume tax
under section 301{c)(3) of the Intemal Revenue Code of 1986, or the corresponding section of any
future federal tax code. then the remaining assets shall be distributed to any organization
designated by the Goveming Body of Jehovalts Wilnesses that s organized and operated
exclusively for religious or charitable purposes. and is a corporation exempt from lederal income
tax under section 501¢e)3) of the Internal Revenue Cade of 1986, ur the corresponding section of
any future federal tax conde.

&

Filed with the NYS Department of State on 07/1572022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544464




FIFTLL: This Restated Certiticate of Incorporation has been approved by the members of
the Corporation in accordance with section 802 of the Not-for-profit Corporation Law and the
Bylaws of the Corporaticn.

We have signed this centificite of the | 1 da\ of ) d j;’ 021 and we aftirm the statements
contained herein as true under penabiies of perjury. - |

(Uln € hdlon it 15

Allen E. Shuster, President lLther W, (Jcorgcs.lbccrclar_\

Filed with the NYS Department of State on 07/15/2022
Filing Number: 220804000380 DOS 11: 2544464




Restated Certificate

Of

Cenrtificate of Incorporation

Christian Congregalion of Jechovah's Witnesses

Linder Section 805 of the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law

Filed by Beth L. Kynken

{(Namc)

S0 Roue2d .

{Mailing Address)

Pattierson. NY 12563 ] _

(City. State and Zip Code)

Filed with the NYS Department of Statc on 07/1 572022
Filtng Number: 220804000380 DOS 1D: 2544464




