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Amendment Section
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Gainesville. Florida 32606

City, State & Zip

850-594-4721
Daytime Telephone number
beutt@ffsp.net

L:-mail address: (to be used tor future annual report notitication)

NOTE: Please provide the original and one copy of the document,



AMENDED AND RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION r;}) -
OF Ua W e
FLORIDA FOUNDATION SEED PRODUCERS, lNCORPORA'I‘E[)—‘- —\

TO: Department of State L

Tallahassee, Florida 32314 L T

. -
At

The undersigned. as Chairperson of the Board of Directors and Sccretary of Florida Foundation de i’:'foduécr&
Incorporated ("Corporation™), a not-for-profit corporation organized for scientific and educational purposes under the
provisions of Chapter 617, Florida Statutes. do hereby certify:

That the original name of the Corporation was Florida Foundation Seed Producers Incorporated and that the original
Articles of Incorporation for the Corporation were filed with the Florida Secretary of State on June 27, 1943: and

That an amendment to the Articles of Incorporation was filed with the Florida Secretary of State on June 21. 1994: and

That on December 3. 2007, the Board of Directors and members of the Corporation voted to amend and restate in their
entirety the Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation by a majority vote of its members as provided for in the Articles of
Incorporation of the Corporation: and

That on December 6. 2010, the Board of Directors and members of the Corporation voted to amend and restate in their
entirety the Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation by a majority vote of its members as provided for in the Articles of
Incorporation of the Corporation; and

That on Navember 4. 2014, the Board of Dircctors and members of the Corporation voted to amend and restate in their
entirety the current Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation by a majority vote of its members as provided for in the
Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation: and

That on February 7. 2018, the Board of Directors and members of the Corporation voted to amend and restate in their
entirety the corrent Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation by a majority volte of its members as provided for in the
current Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation: and

That any amendments included in this Restatement have been adopted pursuant to Section 617.1007(4). Flonida Statutes,
and there are no discrepancies between the Corporation's Articles of Incorporation as previously amended and the provision
of these restated Articles of Incorporation other than inclusion of the amendments and other matters of historical interesi.

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the foregoing. it is resolved that the Articles of Incorporation are hereby amended and
restated in their entirety as follows:

ARTICLE 1 - NAME




‘The name of the corporation shall be FLORIDA FOUNDATION SEED PRODUCERS. INCORPORATED.

ARTICLE Il - ADDRESS AND REGISTERED AGENT

The address of the registered ofTice of this corporation is 3913 Highway 71. Marianna. Florida. 32446, Countv of
Jackson, State of Florida and the name of the registered agent of the corporation at this address 1s John C, Beuttenmuller.

ARTICLE 111 - DURATION AND DISSOLUTION

The Corporation shall exist in perpetuity. until dissolved by law or by written consent of two-thirds of its members.

ARTICLE 1V - PURPOSE

The Corporation is formed for and shall operate exclusively for scientific and educational purposes under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, which shall include but not
be limited to the following purposes:

(1) To make available annually to farmers and producers of crop seed and nursery stock, foundation seed stock of the
best known varieties adaptable to climate and soils in adequate quantities and at reasonable prices.

(2) To cooperate with the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station of the University of Florida in making available 1o
residents of Florida new and improved varieties ot crop seed and nursery stock and to obtain such improved seeds stocks
bv purchase, barter, lease. or gifi: to propagate and increase the same through any agency and particularly by contracting
with producers and institutions: and to disseminate such increased stocks to its members and others.

(3} To receive, hold, invest and administer property and to make expenditures to or for the benefit of the University of
Florida.

{4) To operate as a dircct-support organization to the University of Florida in accordance with the provisions of section
{004 .28, Flonda Statutes.

ARTICLE V -POWERS

The Corporation shall have the tollowing powers:

{1) To borrow money without limitation as to amount of corporate indebtedness or liability; to give a lien on any of its
property as security therefor in any manner permitted by law: and to make advance payments and advances to producers.

(2) To act as the agent or representative of any producer or producers in anv of the activitics mentioned in Article IV
hereof.

(3) To buy, lease. hold. and exercise all privileges ot ownership over such real or personal property as may be necessary

or convenient for the conduct and operation of the business of the Corporation, or incidental thercto.

[£]



(.4-) 'I‘ol draw. l;mkc_ accept. endorse, guarantee, execute. and issue promissory notes, bills of exchange, drafts, warrants.
certificates, and all kinds of obligations and negotiable or transferable instruments for any purpose that is deemed to further
the objects for which this Corporation is formed and to give a lien on any of its property as security therefor.

(5) To acquire. own and develop any interest in patents, trademarks. copyrights and other forms of intellectual property
rights protection consistent with Article [V connected with or incidental to the business of the Corporation.

(6) To cooperate with other similar corporations in creating central, regional. or national cooperative agencies. tor any
of the purposes for which this Corporation is formed. and/or to become a member or stockholder of such agencies as now
or herealter may be in existence.

(7) To have and exercise. in addition to the foregoing, all powers, privileges. and rights conferred on not-for-profit
corporations by the laws of this State and all powers and rights incidental or conducive to carrying out the purposes for
which this Corporation is formed. and to do any such thing anvwhere: and the enumeration of the foregeing powers shall
not be held to imit or restrict in any manner the general powers which may by law be possessed by this Corporation. all of
which are hereby expressly claimed.

ARTICLE VI - LIMITATIONS ON POWERS

All the assets and camings of the Corporation shall be used exclusively for the exempt purposes set forth herein.
including the pavment of expenses incidental thereto. No part of the net earnings shall inure to the benefit of any individual,
and no part of its activities shall be for the carrying on of a program of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence
legislation ar participate in any political campatgn on behalf of any candidate for public office. The corporation shall not
carry on any activities not permitted 1o be carried on by an organization exempt from federal income taxation under Section
501¢c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or corresponding provisions of any subsequent revenue laws) or an
organization, contributions to which are deductible under Scetion 170(cX2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1934 (or
corresponding provisions of anv subsequent revenue faws). The Corporation shall have no capital stock. pay no dividends.
distribute no part ol its income 10 its members, directors or officers, and the private property of the subscribers. members,
directors and otficers shall not be liable for the debts of the Corporation.

ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The management of the business and aftairs of the Corporation shall he vested in a Board of Directors. This Corporation
shall have no less than eight (8) directors. One (1) of the Directors shall be appointed by the Chair of The University of

Florida Board of Trustees or President of the University of Florida as designee of the Board of Trustees and shall serve until

[¥9)



‘ rcpl.’;(;‘cd b\ t.hc Ci-lair of The University of Fiorida Board of Trustees. One (1) of the Directors shall be the President of the
Uneversity of Flonda or his/her designee wha shall serve until replaced by the President.

There shall also be two (2) ex-officio members of the Board of Directors in addition to the eight (8) regular Directors
stated above, said persons being the Dean for Research who ts also Director of the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station
and the Dean for Extension, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. University of Florida. The ex-officio members of
the Board of Directors shall have voting power. but shall not be counted as members of the Board of Directors when
determining whether a quorum s present.

Members of the Board of Directors shall be elected and hold office for a three (3) year period. One-third (1/3) shall be
elected annually. No director shall hold office consccutively more than two (2) terms. The number of directors may be
increased from time to time in the manner provided by the Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII - MEMBERSHIP AND VOTING

Applicants to membership in the Corporation shall be admitted upon such uniform conditions as may be prescribed by
the Board of Directors of the Corporation or in the Bylaws, and membership in the Corporation shall be restricted to farmers.
seedsmert. and nurserymen who shall suppont the Corporation.  Any other persons or firms who are interested in supporting
the Corporation but who are otherwise not eligible for membership may be admitted as associate members.  The voting
rights of the members of the Corporation shall be equal and no member shall have more than one vote.  Associate members
shall not have the right w vote.  No property rights shali be vesied in any member of the Corporation. Net income, if any,
shall inure to the benefit of those organizations as hereinafier provided. New members shall be admitted to membership in
the Corporation in accordance with the foregoing general rules.

ARTICLE IX - OFFICERS

Exceptas otherwise provided in these Articles. the affairs of the Corporation are 1o be managed by the Board of Directors
who may appoint an exccutive committee consisting of three members of the Board of Directors. the President of the
University ot Florida or his designee. and a representative of the Chair of The University of Florida Board of Trustees. [tems
of a majur importance are expected to be approved by the Board of Directors. with the Executive committee implementing
Board decisions as appropriate. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be consolidated and held by one person. if
approved by a majority vote of the Board. The Board of Directors may delegate 1o the Exccutive Director the responsibility
for the day to dav management and operation of the Corporation. The officers of the Corporation shall be clecied or

appointed as provided by in the Bylaws.



ARTICLE X - BYLAWS

The Board of Dircciors of this Corporation mav provide such Bvlaws for the conduct of its business and the carrving
out of its purposes as they may deem necessary from time o time,

Upon proper notice. the Bylaws may be amended, altered or rescinded by a three-fourths vote of the members of the
Corporation present at any regular meeting or at any special meeting called for that purpose. Any such amendments are
subject to review and approval by the University of Florida Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE X1 - AMENDMENTS

These Articles of Incorporation may be amended at a special meeting of the membership called tor that purpose. by a
three-fourths vote of those members present.

Amendments may also be made at a regular meeting of the membership upon notice given, as provided by the Bylaws,
of intention to submit such amendments.,

Before such amendment made at a regular or special mecting can be submitted to the Florida Secretary of State for
filing. the President of the University of Florida musi review and approve such amendments.

ARTICLE XII - DUES

The amount of the vearly dues pavable by members shall be such amount as may be determined from time to time by
the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE XIII - MEETINGS

The annual mecting for the election of members of the Board of Directors and other business of the Corporation shail
be held as may be provided in the Bylaws,

The Corporation may provide in its Bylaws for the holding of additional regular and special meetings and the appropriate
notice for such meetings.

ARTICLE X1V - DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION

Upon dissolution of this Corporation. all of its assets remaining after pavment of all costs and expenses of such
dissolution shall be conveyed to the University of Florida Foundation. Inc.. a Flonda not-for-profit Corporation ¢xempt
from federal income tax under Section 501(¢)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. or. in the event that such organization is not
in e¢xistence or the University of Flornida Foundation. Inc. 18 not exempt under Section 301{¢}(3) of the [nternal Revenue
Code. the remaiming assets of the corporation shall be distributed to such scientific, educational. and charitable organizations

ruled exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under Section 501(e)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as may be selected by



. the last Board of Directors. for distribution to the Florida Agricultural Experiment Station, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences. University of Florida. and none of the assets will be distributed to any member. officer or Director of this
Corporation.

ARTICLE XV -USE OF UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA NAME AND RESOURCES

The President of the University of Florida shall monitor and control the use of the University of Florida resources used

bv the Corporation as well as the name of the University or any of its units.



CIN WITNESS WHEREOF. the undersigned have made and subscribed to these Amended and Restated Articles of

Incorporation for the purposes therein set forth.

7&1&379%@2& 721 [2

Allen R, Ilarllev Date
Chairperson of Board of Dlrcclors

STATE OF F\of (e o) )
COUNTY OF (X Salete )
Sworn to and subscribed by Allen R. Hartley. as Chairperson of the Board of Directors, who personally appeared before

me this ZI day of \J\)\\\A . 2023 and who acknowledged before me that he is a party 10 the above and
\

foregoing Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation, and further acknowledges that these Amended and Restated

Articles of Incorporation to be his act and deed as a signer thereof, and that the facts therein contained are true,

Personallv known or Produced OC\UCX-' L{C‘MS& as [dentification .

Hon ity

Notary PPublic

Weshia  UigoY

{Printed/Typed Name of Nola}y Public)

Commission Number: H’H ?.gc..(azc’
My Commission Expires: (Y 1ol {odc,

' KRISTIN A 182
"4 Notary Public - State o Flerics
¢ Commission ¥ HK 255424

........ " My Comm. Expires Azr 25, 207
Bonded through National notary Asse. ;

4/ :T:}L\/ 21 2023

/ldfm C. Benttenmuller Date
Secretary

stateoF F\otida )
COUNTY OF O(\Oﬂ%‘ﬁ )

Sworn to and subscribed by John C. Beuttenmuller, as Secretary, who personally appeared before me this [ dav of

——
3\-\\\1 . 2023 and who acknowledged before me that he is a party to the above and foregoing Amended and

i
Restated Articles of Incorporation, and further acknowledges that these Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation

o be his act and deed as a signer thereot. and that the facts therein contained are true.

Personally known or Produced DV\\J{F L‘C{’J‘\g’c as ldentification

b MY/

Notarv Public

Veshin  Lidny

n@*__ KRISTIN & LIBBY - - ;
" Natary Public - State of Flerica (Printed/T'yped Name of N({lar}' Public)

’P
%‘} f Commission # HH 255624
it My Comm, Expires apr 20, 2026 L
“Bonded threugh Mational Notary Assn, Commission Number: HW

My Commission Expires: OY [20{2.el.C.




If amending the Officers and/or Directors, enter the title and name of each officer/director being removed and title, name,
and address of each Officer and/or Director being added:
(Attach additional sheets, if necessary)
Please note the officer/director title by the first letter of the office title:
P = President; V= Vice President; T= Treasurer; S= Secretary; D= Director: TR= Trustee: C = Chairman or Clerk: CEQ =
Chief Fxecutive Officer; CFO = Chigf Financial Officer. If an officer/director holds more than one title, list the first letter of
each office held President, Treasurer, Director wonld he PTL.
Changes should be noted in the following manner. Currently John Doe is listed as the PST and Mike Jones is listed as the V.
There is a change, Mike Jones leaves the corporation, Sally Smith is named the V and S. These should be noted as John Doe, PT
as a Change, Mike Jones, V as Remove, and Sally Smith, SV as an Add.

Example:

X Change P John boe

X Remove ¥ Mike Jongs

_X Add SV yally Smi

Type of Action Tite Name Address

(Check One)

b Clhunge V NATHANIEL H. JAMESON 480 CR 416 S

Add LAKE PANASOFFKEE, FL 33538

X Remove

2 Change D TY R. STRODE 1728 KELLY PARK ROAD
o __Add APOPKA, FL 32712
x_ Remove

1) X Change v SAM GREENWQOD 8780 NW BETHEL FARMS RD
Add ARCADIA, FL 34266
— Remove

4) ___ Change
_ Add
____ Remove

5} ___ Change
—Add
— Remowe

o) Change

Add

Remove

ARTICLE IV AMENDED REGISTERED AGENT (OPTIONAL)




“he pame and Florida street address (P.0O. Box NOT acceptable) of the registered agent is:

Name:

Address:

Having been named as registered agent o accepl service of process for the above stated corporation at the place designated in this
cettificate, I am familiar with and accept the appointment as registered agent and agree to act in this capacity

Required Signature/Registered Agent Date

ARTICLE VI ARTICLE CONSOLIDATION

These adopted restated articles of incorporation supersede the original articles of incorporation and
all amendments to them.

ARTICLE VII REQUIRED ADOPTION INFORMATION

Adoption of Amendment(s) (CHECK ONE)

v [These restated articles of incorporation contain an amendment to the articles of incorporation which

required member approval. The date of adoption of the amendments was FEBRUARY 7, 2018 . and
the votes cast were sufficient for approval

These restated articles of incorporation were adopted by the board of directors.




ARTICLEVIII EFFECTIVE DATE:
Ettective date. if other than the date of filing: . (OPTIONAL)
(If an effective date is listed. the date must be specific and cannot be more than 90 days after the filing.)

Note: It the date inserted in this block does not meet the applicable statutory filing requirements. this date will not be listed as
the document’s effective date on the Department of State’s records.

1 submit this document and affirm that the facts stated herein are true. | am aware that the fulse information submitted in o
document to the Department of State constitutes a third degree felony as provided for in s.817.155, F.S.

. 24 JULY 2023

e

(By” a director, president or other officer - if directors or officers
ave not been selected, by an incorporator — if in the hands of a receiver, trustee or
other court appointed fiduciary by that fiduciary)

JOHN C. BEUTTENMULLER

(Typed or printed name of person signing)

SECRETARY/TREASURER

{Title of person signing}




RESIDENT AGENT'S ACCEPTANCE

Having been named to accept service of process for Florida Foundation Seed Producers, Incorporated. at the place
designated in the foregoing Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation. | hereby agree to act in such capacity and

agree to comply with the provision of the applicable law relative to keeping open an office for such purpose.

A BT

Jghﬁ C. Beuttenmuller
Resident Agent

8



