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HOLY THEOTOKOS MONASTERY

111 Evergreen Road, North Fort Myers, FL 33903-3830, U.S.A.
Tel. (239) 997-2846 E-Mail: htm@holytheotokos.org Bookstore: (239) 995-3060

Saint Andrew’s Skete
4181 Silver Sword Couxt, North Fort Myers, FL 33903-3859, U.S.A.
Tel. (239) 997-2847 Fax: (239) 997-2046 Cell Phone: Archimandrite John: (239} 229-0211

June 29, 2004

Amendment Section

Division of Not For Profit Corporations
409 E. Gaines Sstreet

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Friend:
We are sending you our Articles of Amendment for Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. (Docu-
ment Number 747549, filed on June 8, 1979; Federal Employer ldentification Number
591927843) for recording.
Please find enclosed our check for $67.25 for:

$35.00 Recording Fee

$23.50 for 2 Certified Copies (3 extra pages each), 2 copies of document enclosed

$ 8.75 for Certificate of Status
Thanking you, | am,

Devotedly yours in our Savior,

YW/ M
Archlmandrlte J R. Lewis,

Hegumen
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were approved by the members.

Date: June 29, 2004

STATE OF FLORIDA )
) ss: o _
COUNTY OF LEE ) h o )

Before me, an officer duly qualified to take acknowledgments, personally appeared
ARCHIMANDRITE JOHN (R. LEWIS), Hegumen, President, who is personally known to me or
who produced as identification, who did take an oath, and
who acknowledged that he executed the foregoing this 444 _day of June, 2004.

Commission Expiration: WM’

_Regeeep £ HENnE#sx Notary Public

Commission # DDOT0BEL
Expires 71/2008
Eonded

(300-432-4254) Floiida Notary Assn., ine.




Amended Articles of Incarporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

AMENDED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
HOLY THEOTOKOS MONASTERY, INC.

The undersigned, acting as incorporators for the purposes of forming a
Corporation under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Florida, by and
under the provisions of the Florida Statute 617 providing for formation, liability,
rights, privileges and immunities of a Corporation Not For Profit (Document
Number 747549, filed on June 8, 1979); Federal Employer ldentification
Number 591927843).

ARTICLE |

The name of the Corporation shall be Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc.

ARTICLE 1

The general nature of the business or businesses to be transacted by this
Corporation shall be:

To establish the Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc., under the patronage of
our all-holy Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary: The Joy of All That
Sorrow [feast day, October 24th on the ecclesiastical or Julian calendar], as
an Eastern Orthodox men's monastery, to transplant, further and perpetuate
Eastern Orthodox Christian monasticism and the Orthodox Christian faith in
the United States of America; to maintain, propagate, practice and perpetuate
forever the teachings, worship, life and divine and heavenly Mysteries with
which God so lovingly has graced us, in perfect conformity to and unity with
the faith, doctrines, laws, practice, discipline, ritual, tradition and usages of the
one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ--the Eastern Orthodox
Church (i.e., the Greek Orthodox Church), and therein to cultivate and to
further Orthodox Christian faith, piety and worship, by such means and in such
ways as God may appoint. Also to engage in charitable, social and educa-
tional work and any other activities or businesses permitted under the laws of
the United States of America and of the State of Florida, which shall advance
the purposes of this Corporation.
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

ARTICLE HI

The Typikon (set of rules and regulations for governing the brotherhood in
all phases of its life, especially its liturgical usage and practice) of the
Monastery shall be that commonly used on the Holy Mountain of Athos,
namely the "Typikon of the Ecclesiastical Akolouthias of the Holy Lavra at
Jerusalem of our Venerable and God-bearing Father Sabbas" [1545 edition],
the one deriving from Saint Sabbas Monastery near Bethlehem in Judaea, with
any modifications made to enable the Monastery to carry out its special work.
The Monastery shall follow the liturgical usage of Saint Paul's Monastery on
the Holy Mountain of Athos, with certain modifications. The Monastery shall
follow the ecclesiastical calendar of the Eastern Orthodox Church, namely the
historical Julian calendar, also called the Old Style calendar. English shall be
the liturgical language of the Monastery within the United States of America.
Any metochion (branch monastery or dependency, a real estate entity
belonging to the Monastery, with supporting buildings and other institutions)
established outside the continental United States of America shall use as its
liturgical language the language of the members of its community.

ARTICLE IV

Membership in the Corporation shall solely be obtained as follows:

1. Any Eastern Orthodox Christian man (that is, adult male of legal age
according to the civil statute) who, after sufficient trial and instruction, shall
receive the Great and Angelic Schema (Great Schema monk [Megafoschemos],
or perfect monk, the highest grade of the three grades of monasticism) from
orin the presence of the Hegumen (Abbot) of the Monastery, according to the
sacred rites prescribed by the Eastern Orthodox Church or who, having
received the Great and Angelic Schema elsewhere, be accepted by the
Hegumen of the Monastery, shall be a Member of the Corporation.

2. If at any time there be an insufficient number of monks having the Great
and Angelic Schema within the Monastery to conduct the Monastery's
business, then any Rasophore (Beginner monk [Rasophoros] or imperfect
monk, the [owest grade of the three grades of monasticism) or any Stavrophore
(Little Schema monk [Mikroschemos], or proficient monk, the intermediate
grade of the three grades of monasticism), being a part of the Monastery's
community--either by having been tonsured there or, having been tonsured
elsewhere, by having been accepted by the Hegumen of the Monastery--is to
be considered as a Member of the Corporation.

3. Ifthere be atime that there be an insufficient number of Members of the
Corporation or no Members of the Corporation, then the Hegumen, monk, nun
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512{June 24, 2004]

or lay person directing the Corporation may appoint, at his or her discretion,
pious Orthodox Christian persons as Officers or Directors of the Corporation
[ordained clergymen, male or female monastics, or male or female lay
persons] to keep the Corporation in existence on a temporary or an extended
basis.

4. No monastic Member of the Corporation shall own, possess or have title
to any private or personal property, whether real or other. This does not apply
to non-monastic persons appointed as Officers or Directors of the Corporation
on a temporary or an extended basis.

5. No Member of the Corporation shall receive any stipend, wages or
profits from the Corporation.

6. The Hegumen may remove at will any Member of the Corporation and
expel him (or any layman, lay brother, monastic probationer [novice] or monk)
from the Monastery for heresy, apostasy, immorality, breaches of monastic
rujes, disrespect, untruthfulness, stubbornness, refusal to obey the Hegumen
or those in authority, in spite of admonition, or for serious or unrepented
addictions, passions, behavior or sins. Any Member thus removed from the
Corporation and expelled from the Monastery loses all rights of membership
in the Corporation and has no claim whatsoever upon the Corporation forwork
performed for the Monastery, for donations made to the Corporation or for any
other reason.

ARTICLE V

The Corporation shall have perpetual existence, unless sooner dissolved
according to law.

ARTICLE VI

The principle place of business of the Corporation shall be 111 Evergreen
Road, North Fort Myers, Florida 33803-3830, with the privileges of having
metochia (branch monasteries or dependencies, real estate entities belong-
ing to the Monastery, with supporting buildings and other institutions}) at any
place within or without the State of Florida as the Hegumen may deem
advisable. The Registered Office of the Corporation shall be at 111 Evergreen
Road, North Fort Myers, Florida 33903-3830. The Registered Agent shall be
the Secretary of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc., a Member of the Corporation
or an attomey appointed by the Hegumen, and the Registered Office for
service of process shall be at 111 Evergreen Road, North Fort Myers, Florida
33903-3830, United States of America.
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

If there be a time that the number of Members of the Corporation not be
sufficient, the Hegumen, monk, nun or lay person directing the Corporation
may appoint, at his or her discretion, on a temporary or an extended basis, a
pious Orthodox Christian person [ordained clergyman, male or female monas-
tic, or male or female lay person] or an attorney as the Registered Agent of the
Corporation.

ARTICLE VI

For the purpose of complying with the Florida Statute 617.013:2h, the
Corporation's Board of Directors shall consist of three members: the Hegumen
of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc., who, ex officio, shall be Chairman of the
Board of Directors and President of the Corporation, and two other Directors
appointed by him to serve at his discretion. All members of the Board of
Directors should be citizens of the United States of America.

If there be a time that there be an insufficient number of Members of the
Corporation or no Members of the Corporation, then the Hegumen, monk, nun
or lay person directing the Corporation may appoint, at his or her discretion,
pious Orthodox Christian persons as Directors [ordained clergymen, male or
female monastics, or male or female lay persons] to keep the Corporation in
existence on a temporary or an extended basis.

ARTICLE Vill

The names and post office addresses of the current Directors shall be:

NAMES: POST OFFICE ADDRESSES:
Archimandrite John (R. Lewis), 4181 Silver Sword Court
Hegumen/President/ North Fort Myers, Florida 33903-
Chairman of the Board of Directors 3859

Mother Andrea (D. Nicholas), 1340 Piney Road

Hegumeness, North Fort Myers, Florida 33903-
Secretary/Registered Agent/ 3822

Director

Reader William (James) R. Davis, 1642 Palm Lane
Treasurer/Director Labelle, Florida 33935-6624

ARTICLE IX
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

The names and post office addresses of the Officers of the Corporation,
who shall hold office until their successors are appointed and qualified, shall

be:

NAMES: POST OFFICE ADDRESSES:

Archimandrite John (R. Lewis), 4181 Silver Sword Court

Hegumen/President North Fort Myers, Florida 33903-
3859

Mother Andrea (D. Nicholas), 1340 Piney Road

Hegumeness, North Fort Myers, Florida 33903-

Secretary/Registered Agent 3822

Reader William (James) R. Davis, 1642 Palm Lane

Treasurer Labelle, Florida 33935-6624

ARTICLE X

The names and post office addresses of the original Incorporators of these
Articles of Incorporation are:

NAMES: POST OFFICE ADDRESSES:

Archimandrite John (R. Lewis), 355 Edmor Road

Hegumen, West Paim Beach, Florida 33405-

Chairman of the Board of Directors 2917

Father Mark (R. Kerr), 355 Edmor Road

Hieromonk West Palm Beach, Florida 33405-
2917

J. Richard Staley 700 South Volusia Avenue

Orange City, Florida 32763-6506

ARTICLE Xi

As pertaining to the government of the Corporation:

1. The government of the Corporation and the execution of its rights and
powers shall be vested in the Hegumen (Abbot)} of the Monastery who shall
hold his office for life or until his voluntary resignation.
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokes Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

2. In spiritual matters, this Monastery shall be adherent to the Eastern
Orthodox Christian ecclesiastical jurisdiction recognized by the Hegumen of
Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. The Hegumen, in this age of heresy and
apostasy, is obliged to break ecclesiastical communion with any Eastemn
Orthodox Christian ecclesiastical jurisdiction or bishop (even before synodical
clarification [Canon XV of the First and Second Synod]) that teaches any
heresy condemned by the Holy Synods or Fathers, that tramples upon the
Holy Canons or Traditions of the Orthodox Church, that teaches the
ecclesiological heresy of Ecumenism or religious syncretism, that adopts the
New (Gregorian/Papal) Calendar for ecclesiastical use or that is in commun-
ion with heretics.

3. The successor of the first and present Hegumen of the Monastery, and
all his successors thereafter, shall be determined by the majority vote of the
Members of the Corporation, on a secret ballot, at a meeting to be held within
three days time after the repose or voluniary resignation of the ruling
Hegumen.

4. If the Hegumen is prevented by illness or injury or by other circum-
stances from exercising his office, and during the time between the repose or
voluntary resignation of a Hegumen and the election of his successor, the
government of the Corporation shall be exercised by the monk previously
designated by the Hegumen, the Deputy [focum tenens], or, if a designation
shall not have been made, then by the senior monk of the Monastery. Seniority
is to be determined by the number of years a man has been a monk of Holy
Theotokos Monastery, Inc. If the senior monk not be in full possession of his
faculties, then an Extraordinary Meeting of the Corporation shall be called by
the Secretary within twenty-four hours of the illness or injury or any circum-
stance which prevents the Hegumen from exercising his office, or upon the
repose or voluntary resignation of a Hegumen, and the monk receiving the
majority vote shall be elecied as Deputy [focum tenens].

5. The Hegumen may appoint a Council of Elders [Gerontia] consisting of
such monks as he deems necessary for the management of the affairs of the
Corporation. The executive and spiritual authority of the Hegumen is exer-
cised by him alone, independent of any consensus of the Council of Elders,
who are appointed by him and act only with his approval and blessing.

ARTICLE Xl

In furtherance and not in limitation of the powers conferred by Statute, the
Corporation shall have and may exercise the following powers:

1. If the Bylaws so provide, the Corporation shall have power {o hold
meetings of Members and the Hegumen, either within or without the State of
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

Florida, at such places as may, from time to time, be designated by the
Hegumen.

2. Meetings of the Hegumen and the membership may be held upon such
notice thereof as may be set forth in the Bylaws of the Corporation, subject to
any statutory restrictions relative thereto, but any requirements as to notice of
such meetings that may be set forth in the Bylaws of the Corporatfion shall not
prevent, and nothing therein shall be construed as prevention of, the Hegumen
or any Member from waiving notice of any meeting in such manner as may be
provided by the Statutes of the State of Florida, and by the Bylaws of this
Corporation consistent therewith.

3. The Corporation, in its Bylaws, may confer upon the Hegumen powers
additional to the foregoing and to the powers and authorities expressly
conferred him by the Statute.

4. It shall be necessary for any and all Officers to be Members of the
Corporation. [fthere be atime thatthere be an insufficient number of Members
of the Corporation or no Members of the Corporation, then the Hegumen,
monk, nun or lay person directing the Corporation may appoint, at his or her
discretion, pious Orthodox Christian persons as Officers and Directors of the
Corporation [ordained clergymen, male or female monastics, or male or
female lay persons] to keep the Corporation in existence on atemporary oran
extended basis.

5. The annual meeting of the Members shall be held on such day as may
be fixed by the Bylaws of the Corporation, and the date of such meeting may
be changed from time to time as the Bylaws may provide, and the manner of
calling meetings of the Hegumen and Members may be fixed by the Bylaws.

6. The Corporation reserves the right to amend, alter, change orrepeal any
provision contained in these Articles of Incorporation and in the Bylaws, in the
manner now or hereafter prescribed by Statute, and all rights conferred on
Members herein are granted subject to this reservation, except where
contrary to the faith, tradition, practice, teachings or canons of the Eastern
Orthodox Church (i.e., the Greek Orthodox Church).

ARTICLE Xl

The following provisions for the regulation of the business and for the
conduct of the affairs of this Corporation and for creating, dividing, limiting and
regulating the powers of this Corporation, its Hegumen, its Members and
Officers, are hereby adopted as a part of these Articles of Incorporation.

1. All decisions of the Corporation are final only with the approval and
blessing of the Hegumen.

2. This Corporation shall have the power to enter into, orbecome a partner
in, any agreement for sharing profits, union or interest, cooperation, joint-
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

venture or otherwise, with any person, firm, corporation of any other entity now
carrying on or contemplating carrying on any business that this Corporation
has direct or incidental authority to pursue.

3. This Corporation shall have the power to amend, alter, change or repeal
any provisions of these Articles of Incorporation and of the Bylaws, as from
time to time amended, in form or substance when proposed and approved by
its Hegumen and approved at any meeting of the Members of no less than a
majority thereof entitled to vote.

4. This Corporation may, in its Bylaws, confer powers upon its Hegumen
in addition to any conferred herein and in addition fo the powers and authorities
expressly conferred upon it by Statutes of the State of Florida.

5. This Corporation shall have the powerto keep its books outside the State
of Florida at such place or places as may from time to time be designated by
the Hegumen.

6. This Corporation, at the time of its organization, or any time or times
thereafter, may purchase or acquire shares, stocks, bonds, debentures and
other securities or obligations, or any property, real, personal or mixed, from
any person or persons, corporation or corporations, or other business,
commercial or industrial entity, that may be promoters, officers, or the
Hegumens of this Corporation, and each Member of this Corporation shall be
deemed, by reason of his having become such, fo have waived any and all
objections to such acquisition of shares, stocks, bonds, debentures and other
securities, obligations or property, real, personal or mixed, and to have agreed
that no promoter, Officer or Hegumen shall be liable to account to this
Corporation for any profit or benefit derived by him by reason of such
transaction.

7. The Monastery Corporation is the sole owner of all Monastery proper-
ties, assets and funds, to the exclusion of all other ecclesiastical jurisdictions,
bodies, monasteries, instifutions, entities and authorities.

8. The Monastery, in accordance with the express command of its founder,
blessed Archbishop Andrei (Rymarenko} of Rockland, is never to be the
metochion (branch monastery or dependency), possession or holding of any
other ecclesiastical jurisdiction, monastery, body, institution, entity or author-
ity.

9. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary if any term,
covenant, provision, phrase or other element of these Articles of Incorporation
is held invalid or unenforceable for any reason whatsocever, or if such term,
covenant, provision, phrase or other element is held to be in contravention of
any of the Florida Statutes or any other law, such holding shall not be deemed
to effect, alter, modify or impair in any manner whatsoever, any of the terms,
covenants, provisions, phrases or other elements of these Articles of Incorpo-
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Amended Articles of Incorporation of Holy Theotokos Monastery, Inc. [June 11, 7512/June 24, 2004]

ration and shall be construed in a manner, if possible, to allow it to provide for
the intent of the incorporators of these Articles of Incorporation.

ARTICLE XIV

No person, firm or corporation shall ever receive any dividends or profits
from the undertaking of this Corporation and upon dissolution of this Corpo-
ration all of its assets remaining after payment of all costs and expenses of
such abolishment shall be distributed to Saint Nicholas Monastery, 1340 Piney
Road, North Fort Myers, Florida 33802-3822, if it be in existence, or to an
Eastern Orthodox Church entity that is qualified for exemption under Section
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or to the Federal government, or to
a State or local government, for a public purpose, and none of the assets will
be distributed to any Member, Officer or Hegumen of this Corportion. Deter-
mination for granting the above assets will be determined by either the
Hegumen, existing Officer or Director [Orthodox Christian: ordained clergy-
man, male or female monastic, or male or female lay person] of the Corpora-
tion. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, this Corporation
will not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by (a) a
Corporation exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1854 or the corresponding provision of any future
United States internal revenue law or (b) a corporation, coniributions to which
are deductible under section 170 (c) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
or any other corresponding provision of any future United States internal
revenue law. No sacred vessel orobject, saint's relic, icon, liturgical vestment
or ecclesiastical item of this Corporation may be given or sold to any non-
Orthodox Christian religious body or person or to any Federal, State or local
governmental authority, but must be distributed to an Eastern Orthodox
Church entity that is qualified for exemption under Section 501 (c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code; determination for granting the above sacred vessels,
objects or assets to an Eastern Orthodox Church entity will be made by either
the Hegumen, existing Officer or Director [Orthodox Christian: ordained
clergyman, male or female monastic, or male or female lay person] of the
Corporation.

A
INWITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto set our hands and seals this24t—
day of June, 2004.

f%@ﬁ%&%@,—
Archimandrite John (R. Lewis),

Hegumen,
President
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Amended Articles of Incorparation of Holy Theotokos Manastery, Inc. {June 11, 7512/ June 24, 2004]

10

[Corporate Seal}

Mother Andrea (D. Nicholas),
Hegumeness,

Secretary
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STATE OF FLORIDA )
) ss:
COUNTY OF LEE )

Before me, an officer duly qualified to take acknowledgments, personally appeared
ARCHIMANDRITE JOHN (R. LEWIS), Hegumen, President, who is personally known to me or
who produced as identification, who did take an oath, and
who acknowledged that he executed the foregoing this g?iy’ﬁ day of June, 2004.

Commission Expiration: W

W Notary Public

.“.“."M.“.“.EE“B.E.&.:A.'A_ i
ion #DO010052
STATE OF FLORIDA ) 1 B, commmin 200
UNTY ) ss: o Bonded twough e
co OF LEE ) {m0-4:;2-4254) Floxida blotary A

Before me, an officer duly qualified to take acknowledgments, personally appeared
MOTHER ANDREA (D. NICHOLAS), Hegumeness, Secretary, who is personally known to me
or who produced as identification, who did take an oath, and
who acknowledged that she executed the foregoing this J4if day of June, 2004.

Commission Expiration: Wﬂ/—)

Aaaeest . HenoEa4) , Notary Public

s ]
qﬂ" »EREY I‘.l!l‘ .E.w."l Ll
Commisslm # DDO130SE2

Bondod

o Eipires T/4/2006
'%“orv&*’ - h
i §(800432.4254) Floida Notary Assn., nc.




