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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Corporations

July 27, 2017

ROXANNE GHOBRIAL

THE GHOBRIAL LAW FIRM
TWO RIVERWAY, SUITE 1770
HOUSTON, TX 77056

SUBJECT: SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH,
INCORPORATED

Ref. Number: N05433

We have received your document and check(s) totaling $35.00. However, the

enclosed document has not been filed and is being returned to you for the
foliowing reason(s):

Please entitle your document Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation,

The date of adoption of each amendment must be inciuded in the document.

If there are NO MEMBERS ENTITLED TO VOTE on a proposed amendment,
the document must contain: {1) a statement that there are no members or

members entitled to vote on the amendment and (2) the date of adoption of the
amendment by the board of directors.

Restated Articles of Incorporation should include the manner in which directors

are to be elected or appointed. The restated articles may provide that the method
of election of the directors is as stated in the bylaws.

Please return your document, along with a copy of this letter, within 60 days or
your filing will be considered abandoned.

If you have any questions concerning the filing of your document, please call
{850) 245-6050.

Susan Tallent
Regulatory Specialist || Letter Number: 317A00015179
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a COVERLETTER
3

TO: Amendment Seciion
Division: of Corpararions

NAME OFCOR‘PORATION:EQ_\J\’V bj,of;jl {q{gﬁt C\f\/\fwévo,c C\nmk'\%w-)@ﬁ:l
DOCUMENT NUMBER: X\ D g\«[SB

The enclosed Arficles of dmendment and fee are submitied for filing.

Please reum all correspondence concern ing this malier o the following:
A7 .
! i \ : .
: - ~ - ¢ T P \
CUX e DNThe, -

(Name of Conracl Person)

, : N -
f"{\f\& (’\ ru;-\oﬁ c_\ {cos ©Toria

(Fum/ Companv)

\\Ln ‘ 2~ AT, = '\u AL \ﬁ"'q U \’} S SAT il \«L 3:’)03_6

(Address)

(Cirv/ State and Zip Code)

PORC O QAN e\ Lo (o7 4

E-mail addréss (6 be vsed Tor Rimire afmma] report notificationy .

For furt'n“r infommtion concerning ihis matler, please call:

\/ KJ\[(«,\’\*\-L— '(I iZe m\\ (_»JC at ?l > % 1f‘ %bb

(Name of Contact Person) (Area Code) (Daviime Telephone Number)

Enclosed is a check for the rollowing amount made pavable 1o the Florida Deparment of $tate:

//

O $35Filing Fee  [0$43.75 Filing Fee & [0%43.75 Filmg Fee & [J$52.50 Filing Fee

Certificate of Status  Certified Copy Certificate of Status
{Additional copy is Certified Copy
enclosed) (Additional Copy is
Enclosed)

Mailing Address Street Address

Amendment Section Amendment Section

Division of Corporations Division of Corporations

P.Q. Box 6327 Clifien Building

Tallahassee. FL 32314 2661 Execuiive Center Circle

Tallahasses. FI. 3230]



AMENDED AND RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION AND AMENDMENTS FOR
SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH, INCORPORATED

Entity Information

The name of the filing entity is SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH,
INCORPORATED. a Florida nonprofit corporation formed on October 4, 1984, and whose file
number issued by the State of Florida 1s N05433.

Restatements and Amendments

There are no members, the Trustecs are elected or adopted pursuant to the bylaws, and

the following restatements and amendments to the Articles of Incorporation were adopted by a
majority vote of the Board of Trustees on May 1. 2017:

Articles 1-8 of the previously filed Amended Articles of Incorporation and all previously
filed articles and amendments shall be replaced with the following articles and article numbers:

ARTICLE
NAME

The name of the Corporation is SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH,
INCORPORATED.

ARTICLE 2
NON PROFIT CORPORATION

The Corporation is a nonprofit corporation.  Upon dissolution, all of the Corporation’s
assets shall be distributed to onc or more of the Coptic Orthodox Churches in the Coptic
Orthodox Patriarchate - Diocese of Southern United States, organized and operated exclusively
for charitable and religious purposes as shall from time to time qualify as exempt from taxes
under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) for one or more purposes that are exempt

DURATION

under
the Florida franchise tax. St
L=
ARTICLE 3 P

The Corporation shall continue in perpetuity.

SERIE

ARTICLE 4
PURPOSLES

0€ 1KY

The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are to perform charitable activitics
within the meaning of Internal Revenue Code Section 501(¢)(3) and the Florida Tax Code.
Specitically, the Corporation is organized to operate a church and shall be governed by the
Unitorm By-Laws of the Coptic Churches of North America as reflected in the By-Laws of

SAINT GLEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH. INCORPORATED, as cach shall be
amended from tune to tume.
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ARTICLE 5
POWERS

Except as otherwise provided in these Articles, the Corporation shall have all of the
powers provided n the Florida Business Organizations Statute. Moreover, the Corporation shail
have all implied powers necessary and proper to carry out its express powers. The Corporation
may pay reasonable compensation to directors, or officers for services rendered to or for the
Corporation in furtherance of one or more of its purposes set for above.

ARTICLE 6
RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

The Corporation shall not pay dividends or other corporate income to its dircctors or
officers or otherwise accrue distributable profits or permit the realization of private gain. The
Corporation shall have no power to take any action prohibited by the Florida Business
Organizations Statute.

The Corporation shall have no power to take any action that would be inconsistent with
the requirements for a tax exemption under Internal Revenue Code Section 301(¢)(3) and related
regulations, rulings, and procedures. The Corporauon shall have no power to take any action
that would be inconsistent with the requirements for receiving tax deductible charitable
contrtbutions under Internal Revenue Code Section 170(c)(2) and related regulations, rulings,
and procedures.  Regardless of any other provision in these Articles of Incorporation or state
law, the Corporation shall have no power to:

L. Engage in activitics or use its assets in manners that are not in furtherance of onc

or more exempt purposes, as set forth above and defined by the Internal Revenue

Code and related regulations. rulings. and procedures, except to an insubstantial

degree.

Serve a private interest other than one that is clearly incidental to an overriding

public interest.

3. Devote more than an insubstantial part of its activitics to attempting to influence
legislation by propaganda or otherwise, except as provided by the Internal
Revenue Code and related regulations, rulings and procedures.

4. Participate in or intervene in any political campaign on behalt of or in opposition

to any candidate for public office.  The prohibited activities include the

publishing or distributing of statements and any other dircet or indirect campaign
activities.

Have objections that characterize it as an “actton organization™ as defined by the

[nternal Revenue Code and related regulations, rulings, and procedures.

6. Distribute its assets on dissolution other than for one or more exempt purposes;
on dissolution. the Corporation’s assets shall be distributed to the state
government for a public purpose, or 1o an organization exempt from taxes under
Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) to be used to accomplish the general
purposes for which the Corporation was organized.

7. Permit any part of the net carnings of the Corporation to inure to the benefit of
any private sharcholder or member of the Corporation or any private individual,

t2

U
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3. Carry on an unrelated trade or business except as a secondary purpuse related to
the Corporation’s primary. ¢x¢mpt. purposcs.

The Corporation shall make distributions at such times and in such manners as to avoid
the tax under Internal Revenue Code Scetion 49-42. The Corporation shall not engage in any act
of self-dealing as defined in Section 4941(d). The Corporation shall not retain excess business
holdings as defined in Section 4943(c). The Corporation shall not make any investments that
would subject it to the tax described in Section 4944, The Corporation shall not make any
taxable expenditures as defined in Scction 4945(e).

ARTICLE 7
MEMBERSHIP

The Corporation shall have no members.

ARTICLE 8
REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

The strect address of the registered office and principal otfice of the Corporation is 300
N. Halifax Ave., Daytona Beach, Flonda 32118, The namc of the regisiered agent at this oftice
is Father Isaac Edwer Bassily.

ARTICLE9
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Corporation shall be governed by a Board of Trustees consisting of no less than three
members. The Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Patmarchate - Diocese of Southern United States
in which the place of worship of SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH,
INCORPORATED is located, and his successors in office, shall, by virtue of his oftice, be a
trustee of this Corporation. Two or more persons sclected by the Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox
Patriarchate — Diocese of Southern United States from among the priests and deacons of SAINT
GLEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH, INCORPORATED in the manner provided from
ume to e by the rules and regulations of the Coptic Orthodox Church adopted by the
Synodical Committee for the Coptic Churches in Immigration shall also be trustees of this
Corporation. and the Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate — Diocese of Southern United
States and the other such persons shall together constitute the Board of Trustees thercof. The
Trustees of SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH, INCORPORATED shall
exercise their powers i accordance with the rules. statutes, regulations and usages of the Coptic
Church of Alexandria adopted by Svnoedical Committee for the Coptic Churches in Immigration,
provided. however, that no act or proceeding of the Trustees of this Corporation shall be vahd
without the approval of the Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate ~ Diocese of Southern
United States in which the place of worship of this Church is located, or, in case of his absence
or nability to act, without the approval of the Vicar of such Diocese or Archdiocese and in
addition to the Trustees, this provision includes officers and any other individual or group of
individuals claiming to act on behalf of SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCIH,
INCORPORATED. The number of Trustees may be increased or decreased by adoption or
amendment of bylaws,  The Board of Trustees shail consist of the following persons at the
following addresses:
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Name of Trustee Address
HG Bishop Yousse! P.0O. Box 1003, Colleyville, Texas 76034

Joseph G. Guirguis, aka 4951 S. Washington Ave, Titusvilie. Florida 32780
Father Bishov Abba Moses

Father Isaac Edwer Bassily 300 N. Halifax Ave., Daytona Beach. Florida 32118

ARTICLE 10
LIMITATION ON LIABILITY OF TRUSTLES

A Trustee 1s not hable to the Corporation for monetary damages for an act or omission in
the Trustee’s capacity as Trusice except to the extent otherwise provided by a statute of the State
of Flonda.

ARTICLE 11

The Corporation shall take no action(s) contrary (o the rules, statutes, regulations and
usages of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandna adopted by the Svnodical Committee for
the Coptic Orthodox Churches in Imnvigration, or contrary to the policies of the Bishop of the
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States.

ARTICLLE 12
INDEMNIFICATION

The Corporation may indemnify a person who was, is. or is threatened o be made a
named defendant or respondent in lingation or other proceedings because the person is or was a
Trustee or other person related to the Corporation as provided by the provisions in the Act
governing indemnification.  As provided 1n the bylaws, the Board of Trustees shall have the
power to define the requirements and limitations for the Corporation to indemnify Trustees,
officers. or others related o the Corporation.

ARTICLLE 13
CONSTRUCTION

All references in these Articles of Incorporation to statues, regulations, or other sources
of legal authority shall refer to the authorities cited, or their successors. as they may be amended
from time to time.
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Statement of Approval

The foregomng amendments have been made in accordance with the provisions of the
Florida Business Organizations Statute.  The amendments to the Articles of Incorporation and
the restated Articles of Incorporation have been approved in the manner required by the Florida
Business Organizations Statute and by the governing documents of the Corporation.  This
document becomes effective when filed by the Florida Secretary of State.

Required Statements

The foregoing restated Articles of Incorporation accurately states the text of the Articles
of Incorporation being restated and cach amendment to the Articles of Incorporation being
restated that is in effect, and as further amended by the restated Articles of Incorporation. The
attached restated Articles of Incorporation does not contain any other change in the Articles of
[ncarporation being restated except for the information permitted to be omitted by the provisions
of the Florida Business Organizations Statute applicable o the filing entity.

Execution

The undersigned atiirms that the person designated as registered agent in the restated
Articles of Incorporation has consented to the appointment.  The undersigned signs this
document subject to the penaltics imposed by law for the submission of a materially false or
traudulent instrument. The undersigned centifies under penaity of perjury that the undersigned is
authonized under the provisions of law governing the entity to execute the filing instrument.

SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH, INCORPORATLED
4 B

Father Isanc Edwer Bassily. Trustee of
SAINT GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH, INCORPORATED
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