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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Katherine Harris
Secretary of State

Qctober 13, 2000

CAPITAL CONNECTION, INC.
417 E VIRGINIA ST, STE 1
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32302

SUBJECT: FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC.
Ref. Number: W00000024810 .

We have received your document for FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC.
and your check(s) totaling $78.75. However, the enclosed document has not
been filed and is being retumed for the foliowing correction(s):

The effective date is not acceptable since it is not within five working days of the
date of receipt.

Please return the original and one copy of your document, along with a copy of
this letter, within 80 days or your filing wili be considered abandoned.

if you have any questions concerning the filing of your document, please call
(850) 487-6927.

Tracy Smith
Document Specialist Letter Number: 300A00054023
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
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ARTICLE ONE , S
NAME REOPN
%

The name of the Corporation shall be:

FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC.

ARTICLE TWO
PURPOSES

The purpose or purposes for which this Corporation is formed are as follows:

(a) To establish and maintain an evangelistic association to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ both in the United States and abroad throughout the world as the Lord leads. (Jeremiah
50:2; Matthew 24:14; Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1: 24-25; Psalms 51:13; 1 Corinthians 9:16)

(b) To provide a prayer ministry to assist those in the Church and those in need who
need agreement in receiving a touch from the Lord. (Acts 12:5, 14:23, 16:9, 8:22; Isaiah 53:12;

Romans 8:27, 34; I Timothy 2:1-4)

(c) To disseminate the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Word of God, to the end that
people may be evangelized and believers may be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ (Mark
16:15-16; Isaiah 6:8; Acts 13:47; I Corinthians 5:20); to regularly assemble for fellowship to
worship God in Spirit and in truth (Hebrews 10:25) and to cooperate in the building up of the
whole body of Christ (Ephesians 2:19-22). S -

(@) To provide basic New Testament discipleship to all who are approved for this
purpose by the Elders. (Acts 6:7, 11:26, 14:20-23)

(&) To establish and maintain a Church to provide a place of public worship and prayer
in accordance with the directions of the Holy Spirit (I Kings 8:28-29; Psalm 96:9, 122:1, I
Corinthians 5:40); to spread the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through the preaching and
teaching of the Bible to bring the unsaved to Christ (Mark 6:15; Romans 1:15-16; I
Thessalomians 5:9; I Thessalonians 2:13; II Timothy 3:15), and to build up the saved in

Christian grace and living. (Ephesians 4:11-16; Hebrews 3:1-4; 1 Corinthians 3:9-15) Pursuant

thereto, the following activities and guidelines shall be established:



1. A recognized Statement of Faith, Code of Doctrine, disciple and form of worship
shall be established. (Acts 8:37, 15:11, 16:31; Romans 4:20-25, 10:9-11; I
Thessalonians 4;14-17; I Peter 1:21)

2. A biblical form of government shall be established {Exodus 18; Ephesians 4:8-11;
I Corinthians 12;27-31)

3. Ordination of ministers upon completion of the prescribed course of Study,
designated by this Church. (I Corinthians 9:22-23; Titus 1:5; I Corinthians 7:17: Acts
14:23)

4. An organization of ministers shall be established to minister to the congregation
of FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC. (Colossians 4:17; I Timothy 1:16-
18; I Corinthians 16:15; Romans 16:1) )

5 Establishment of a covenant fellowship based upon acceptance of a conformity to
the belief of the Church. (Acts 15:41, 16:5)

6. Propagate the Word of the Gospel through seminars, the establishment of Church
Literature and other forms of mass media for the purpose of educating the individual
in the Word of God. (Psalm 96:10; Proverbs 13:17; Mark 13:10; Acts 13:47)

7 Establishment of various religious services pursuant to the recognized Statement
of Faith, form of worship, discipline of the Church and the establishment of Sunday
School and religious schools for Christians and educational instruction of children
and adults to exalt the standard of Christian living and the divine leadership of our
divine Lord and Master. (Proverbs 8:10, 13:1; Zephaniah 3:7; II Timothy 3:16)

8 Establishment of a Bible Training School or School of Theology for the
preparation of ministers who minister to FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC.
and to ordain ministers and Christian workers to the edification and the unity of the
body of Christ. (Psalm 40:9-10; John 14:26; I Peter 4:6)

(® To establish and maintain a counseling service of the use of the Church and public
and to provide access to such counseling service by virtue of telephonic communication
(Proverbs 12:15, 25, 15:22; Jeremiah 49:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:14); to assist the body of Christ
with employment and financial counseling including off-site Institute of Vocation (Job Training)
(I Corinthians 3:8; Colossians 4:1: Beclesiastes 9:10; I Timothy 6:9-10; John 6:27); a Christians
in Human Services Group (I Corinthians 10:24, 12:5; Job 29:16; Luke 6:34; Galatians 5:13,
6:10) and to provide for ministry through Family Services (Deuteronomy 15:7; Nehemiah 8:10;
Matthew 5:42; Galatians 6:2; Hebrews 13:16).

(¢) To send forth home and foreign missionaries to the spreading of the Gospel and in
extending the Gospel of God throughout the world (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 13:47, 4:29-30).

(h) To establish and raise up satellite churches and pastors to lead them; establish



auxiliaries, clubs and societies of a religious nature and to promote and encourage Christian
fellowship between its members (Acts 15:41, 16:5).

(i) To print, publish, and distribute and sell books, magazines and other literature in
connection with the purposes of this Corporation; to sell, record and reproduce tapes, radio and
television programs in connection with the purposes of this Corporation to produce and distribute
radio and television programs (Deuteronomy 3:19; I Chronicles 16: 23-24; Psalm 68:4,

Revelation 14:2).

) To ordain ministers and Christian workers to the edification and the unity of the
Body of Christ. (I Chronicles 9:22-23; Titus 1:5; I Corinthians 7:17; Acts 14:23)

(k) To provide tripariite therapeutic counseling for the spirit, mind and body. (I
Thessalonians 5:23; I Corinthians 6:20; Jeremiah 42:4; Psalms 25:9); to cooperate with the
Church in the building up of the whole body of Christ. (Ephesians 2:19-22)

() To manufacture, distribute and sell audio records and magnetic tape cassettes,
compact discs or other mechanical or electronic recordings; to manufacture, distribute, produce
and sell video tapes of all types of music, ministry, preaching, teaching, etc. (Psalms 22:27, 66:4,
67:4, 68:4; Deuteronomy 31:19; I Chronicles 15:16, 16:23-24; Revelation 14:2)

(m) To receive tithes, offerings and property by gift devise or bequest subject to the
laws relating to the transfer of property by gift or will. (Acts 4:34-37; II Chronicles 31:3-7;
Leviticus 27:30; I Cerinthians 16: 1-2, Luke 6:38)

(n) To act as Trustee under any trust incidental to the principal objects of the Church
and to receive, hold administer and expend funds and property subject to such trust. (Acts 4:34-
37) ' '

(0) To operate under the name as set forth in Article One above; to adopt and assume
names in the furtherance of its nonprofit, tax-exempt purposes (Genesis 17:5, 32:28; Acts 13:9;
Matthew 1:23; Revelation 2:17); to exercise such other and incidental powers as may reasonably
be necessary to carry out the purposes for which the Church is established provided that such
incidental powers shall be exercised in a manner consistent with its tax exempt status as a
religious organization as set forth in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or
the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).

ARTICLE THREE
LIABILITY

No member of FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC. shall be liable for its debts
nor shall any members property be so liable.



ARTICLE FOUR
ADDRESS

The street address of the initial registered office of this Corporation is 240 N. Washington
Blvd., Suite 200, Sarasota, Florida 34236, and the name of the initial registered agent of this
Corporation at that address is Richard V. Lee. The Board of Directors may from time to time
move the principal office to any other address in the State of Florida. The street address of the
Corporation's principal office is 4730 Heron Road, Venice, Florida 34293.

ARTICLE FIVE
DIRECTORS

This Corporation shall have three (3) directors initially. The number of directors of this
Corporation may be increased or decreased from time to time by the By-Laws of this Corporation,
but which number of directors shall never be less than one. The By-Laws of this Corporation shall
direct the manner in which the directors shall be elected.

ARTICLE SIX
ADDRESS OF INCORPORATOR

The name and post office address of the incorporator of this Corporation is:

JAMES 1. McCLELAND
4730 Heron Road
Venice, Florida 34293

ARTICLE SEVEN
MEMBERSHIP

This Corporation will have members. The only members will be the members of the
Board of Directors. The conditions and regulations of membership/fellowship and the rights and
other privileges of membership/fellowship shall be determined by the By-Laws.

ARTICLE EIGHT
MANAGEMENT OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS

The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by officers elected by the Board of
Directors at its annual meeting. The officers shall serve until the next annual meeting of the
Board of Directors, unless removed earlier in accordance with the By-Laws.



The general officers of the Corporation shall be the President, Vice-President, Secretary,
and Treasurer.

The principal duties of the President shall be to preside at all meetings of the members of
the Board of Directors and to the general supervision of the Church. He shall be the Chairman of

the Board of Directors,

The principal duties of the Vice-President shall be to discharge the duties of the President
in the event of the absence or disability, for any cause whatsoever, of the President.

The principal duties of the Secretary shall be to countersign all deeds, leases and
conveyances executed hy the Church, affix the seal thereto and to such other papers as shall be
required or directed to be sealed, and to keep a record of the proceedings of the Board of
Directors and safely and systematically keep all books, papers, records and documents belonging
to the Corporation and the Church, or in any way pertaining to the business thereof, except the
books and records incidental to the duties of the Treasurer.

The principal duties of the Treasurer shall be to keep an account of all monies, credits
and property of any and every nature of the Church which shall come into his hands, and to keep
an accurate account of all monies received and disbursed and of proper vouchers for monies
received and disbursed and of money and property on hand and generally of all matters
pertaining to his office, as shall be required by the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors may provide for the appointment of such additional officers as
they may deem for the best interest of the Church.

Whenever the Board of Directors may so order, that any two offices, the duties of which
do not conflict, may be held by one person.

The officers shall perform such additional or different duties as shall from time to time be
imposed or required by the Board of Directors, or as may be prescribed from time to time by the
By-Laws.

ARTICLE NINE
BY-LAWS

The By-Laws of FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC. shall be adopted and
amended by the Board of Directors.
ARTICLE TEN
CONTROL

In matters of visionary control and spiritual direction in the ministry, the decision of the
founder, JAMES J. McCLELAND shall be final without regard to the decision of the Board of



Directors. Although all matters will be discussed openly with the Board of Directors and a
consensus sought for the decision to be made, it will be the duty of the founder, JAMES 7.
McCLELAND to use his overriding authority to make sure that the vision given to him by the
Lord for this ministry is not compromised by any vote of the Board of Directors. (Ezekiel 12:27-
28; Habakkuk 2:2-3; Acts 26:19). The founder, JAMES J. McCLELAND, shall be able to use
his overriding authority to break any tie vote among the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE ELEVEN |
EXEMPT STATUS AND DISSOLUTION

This Corporation is organized exclusively for religious purposes, including, for such
purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any
future United States Internal Revenue Law).

No part of the net earning of the Corporation shall insure for the benefit, or be
distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persoms, except that the
Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services
rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of its purposes.

No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be carrying on of
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not
participate in, or intervene in {including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political
campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall after paying or
making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the Corporation, or for one or more
other exempt purposes in such manner, or to one or more organizations described in Sections
501(c)(3) and 170 (c}(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, operated exclusively for
charitable, educational, religious or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt
organization or organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or
corresponding  provision of any future federal tax code), as the Board of Directors shal
determine. Any of such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a court of appropriate -
jurisdiction exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said court
shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE TWELVE
PROPERTY

The property of this Corporation is irrevocably dedicated to religious and charitable
purposes, and no part of the net income or assets of this Corporation shall ever inure to the
benefit of any director, officer, or member thereof, or to the benefit of any private individual.



ARTICLE THIRTEEN
. AMENDMENT

Amendments to this Articles of Incorporation, shall be adopted by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE FOURTEEN
EFFECTIVE DATE

This_corporatiénnshall become effective upon the filing of these Articles
of Incorporation with the Secretary of State, Division of Corporations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have executed and acknowledged this certificate this
| th day of July, 2000, under the penalties of perjury.

l Lol _‘14'

ﬁ' ES J. MCCJ.,ELAND Incorporator |

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of:

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF SARASOTA

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, personally appeared JAMES J. McCLELAND, '

who is personally known to me or who has produced _ D@ivepls Licemse
(type) as identification, and who upon first being duly sworn, deposed and said that he has read the

foregoing Articles of Incorporation and that they have executed the same freely and voluntarily.

WITNESS my hand and official seal on the 1 day of July, 2000,

My Comnussion Expires:

JACQUELINE BODENHORN

B e
mm. Exp, Dac. 26,
Wy Comim, # CC 784620
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CERTIFICATE DESIGNATING AGENT UPON WHOM PROCESS MAY BE

SERVED AND THE PLACE OF BUSINESS OF DOMICILE FOR THE
SERVICE OF PROCESS WITHIN

THE STATE OF FLORIDA
Pursuant to Section 48.091 and Section 607.325, Florida Statutes, the following is submitted
in compliance with said sections.

FISHERS OF MEN BIBLE CHURCH, INC. desiring to organize under the laws of the
State of Florida with its principal office as indicated in the Certificate of Incorporation, at the City of
Venice, County of Sarasota, State of Florida, has named Richard V. Lee as jts registered agent to

accept service of process within this state, who is located at the following registered office: 240 N.
Washington Blvd., Suite 200, Sarasota, FL 34236.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ACCEPTANCE:

t

Having been named as the registered agent for the above Corporation for the purpose of

section relative to keeping open the registered office.

accepting service of process at the registered office designated in this certificate, I hereby accept

STATE OF FLORIDA

such appointment and agree to act in such capacity. I agree to comply with the provision of said

. COUNTY OF SARASOTA

personally known to me or who produced

Ariver License
identification, and who upon first being duly sworn, acknowledged before me that he consents to
serve as registered agent of FISHERS OF MEN BIB

address: 240 N. Washington Blvd., Suite 200, Sarasot

Wi’mess

BEFORE ME, the undersigned autho

1?3 did personally appear Richard V. Lee, who is
[

(type) for

INC. at the following

Witness

M ch%{;am ,@LZ/I/

VAKEE, as Reglste%:;:’cir @geg
2 S
.
vr & 4
E:“. . o o
e o
A~ S
e -
- o e
WIINESS mi biard and offcial seel on_0_day of Ber 2000 TE
= —

=% .
Chlln P
My Commiission Expires: 7— 7- A OQQ

_ =Kepd 4
Nddry Public J f/
4 % NOTARY PUBLIC

STATE OF FLORIDA
JOANN P. KERSEY

L CC 757441
MY COMMISSION EXP. JULY 7, 2002




